Kol Nefesh Masorti Tikkun Leyl Shavuot 5782 — 4 & 5 June 2022

NPoNN

“Dissension, discord, difference/divergence of opinion, contention, controversy, argument, dispute,
conflicting opinions, altercation”

Reuben Alcalay’s dictionary, Massada Publishing (1970).



https://en.wiktionary.org/w/index.php?title=%D7%9E%D7%97%D7%9C%D7%A7%D7%AA&action=edit&redlink=1
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1. AVRAM v. LOT - GENESIS 13: 1-12

1 And Avram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that
was his, and Lot with him, to the Negev.

2 And Avram was very heavy with cattle, silver, and gold.

3 And he went on his journeys from the Negev as far as Bet-El,
as far as the place where his tent was in the beginning, between
Bet-El and Ai.

4 To the place of the altar that he had made at first, and Avram
called there in the name of YHVH.

5 And also Lot, who went with Avram, had flocks, cattle and
tents.

6 And the land couldn’t bear them to dwell together, for their
possessions were many, and they couldn’t dwell together.
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7 And there was a quarrel between the herdsmen of Avram’s and VIRV YA P DIANTIPN Y P2 DM

Lot’s cattle, and the Canaanites and the Perizzites were dwelling

then in the land.

8 And Avram said to Lot, "Please let there be no quarrel
between me and you, and between my herdsmen and your
herdsmen, for we are kinsmen.
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I'will go right, and if right, [ will go left.”

10 And Lot raised his eyes, and he saw all the plain of the
Jordan, that it was entirely watered (before YHVH destroyed
Sodom and Gomorrah), like YHVH’s garden, like the land of
Egypt, as you come to Zoar.

11 And Lot chose all the plain of the Jordan for himself, and Lot

travelled east, and they parted, each man from his brother.

12 Avram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the
cities of the plain, and he pitched his tent as far as Sodom.

QUESTIONS ON TEXT 1: Genesis 13: 1-12
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e  Who were the disputants in this story? The herdsmen, right? Did Avram and Lot quarrel?

e What exactly was the cause of the disagreement?

e Avram and Lot had many cattle. Where were they acquired? If you’re unsure, check out Gen. 12: 16.

e So, which story in Gen. 12 could be said to be the cause of this family squabble?

e Why does this inject an element of (possibly unintended) irony into the story?

e  Who stepped up as conciliator?

e What was his solution to the quarrel?

e What do you think of his remedy?

e What does it tell you about his character?

e BONUS 1: Who else in the Torah could not co-exist in the land because of their wealth?

e Stuck? I was thinking of Gen. 36:7.

e BONUS 2: Why might v.7 be crucial to the question: Was the Torah given to Moses in the Sinai?
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2. SARAI v. AVRAM - GENESIS 16: 1-6

1 Now Sarai, Avram’s wife, had not borne him a child, and
she had an Egyptian maid, and her name was Hagar.

2 And Sarai said to Avram, "Behold, pray, YHVH has
prevented me from bearing children; please come to my
maid; perhaps I will be built up from her.” And Avram
listened to Sarai’s voice.

3 So Sarai, Avramr’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her
maid, at the end of 10 years of Avram’s staying in the land
of Canaan, and she gave her to Avram her husband, as a
wife to him.

4 He came to Hagar, she conceived and saw that she was
pregnant, and her mistress became slight in her eyes.

5 Sarai said to Avram, ”May the wrong done to me be on
you! I myself placed my maid in your bosom, and she saw
that she had become pregnant, and I became slight in her
eyes. May YHVH judge between me and you!”

6 And Avram said to Sarai, ”Behold, your maid is in your

hand; do to her that which is good in your eyes.” And Sarai
afflicted her, and she fled from before her.

QUESTIONS ON TEXT 2: Genesis 16: 1-6
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e Who did Sarai believe was responsible for her infertility? NB: This is Sarai’s first speech in the Torah.
e How did she know that the problem did not originate with her husband?

e What was her solution?
e What do you think of Sarai’s remedy?

e  Who would assist her? How did Sarai know this person? Could Gen. 12: 16 be relevant?

e What went wrong?

e Was it due to the same story in Gen. 12 that may have impacted on Text 1?

e Why did Sarai blame her husband?

e  Who had proposed surrogacy? So, who should have thought through the consequences?
e How did Avram deflect responsibility? Was he just washing his hands of the problem?

e What do you think of the couple’s reactions to the crisis?
e Why did Hagar disrespect Sarai after becoming pregnant?

e What were Hagar’s expectations?

e Who else used a surrogate to obviate her infertility? How did that work out? Check Gen. 30 — Text 5
e What do you think of how Sarai abused Hagar? Was she justified or just exacting vengeance?
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3. SARAH v. ABRAHAM - GENESIS 21: 9-16

9 And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom
she had borne to Abraham, laughing (or mocking, or
playing or fooling around or.....)

10 And she said to Abraham, »Drive out this maid and
her son, for the son of this maid will not inherit with my
son, with Isaac.”

11 But the matter concerning his son was very bad in the
eyes of Abraham.

12 And God said to Abraham, ”Let it not be bad
concerning the lad and your maid; all that Sarah tells
you, listen to her voice, for in Isaac will be called your
seed.

13 But I will also make the son of the maid into a nation,
because he is your seed.”

14 And Abraham got up early in the morning, took bread
and a skin of water, gave [them] to Hagar - placed [them]
on her shoulder - and gave her the child, and sent her
away; she went and wandered in the wilderness of
Beersheva.

15 And the water was finished from the skin, and she
thrust the child under one of the bushes.

16 And she went and sat opposite, as far as a bowshot

away, for she said, 7Let me not see the child’s death.”
And she sat opposite, raised her voice, and wept.

QUESTIONS ON TEXT 3: Genesis 21: 9-16
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e What did Sarah have against Ishmael, Hagar’s son? What was his transgression?

e pnsn comes from the same Hebrew root as Isaac. So, was Ishmael mimicking Isaac, “Isaac-ing”?

e Or was it nothing to do with Ishmael and everything to do with Hagar? Revenge for Gen. 16:4?
e Or did Ishmael remind Sarah that she had been responsible for everything — Gen. 16: 2 and 3?

e Ordid Sarah resent Abraham’s love for his firstborn — Gen. 17:18?

e Did Abraham’s reaction to her demand justify her suspicions?

e Why did Sarah not mention Hagar and Ishmael by name?

e Why was Abraham silent? Is Gen. 13: 8 relevant? Why did God intervene?

e [f Abraham truly loved his firstborn, how could he send him away with minimal food and water?
e What could Abraham have done? Do Gen. 17: 20 and 21:13 have any bearing on how he behaved?
e Should Hagar have seen this coming? Was Ishmael a scapegoat for the errors of adults?
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4. THE SHEPHERDS OF ISAAC AND AVIMELECH - GENESIS 26:14-31

14 And he [Isaac] had possessions of sheep and
cattle and a large household of servants, and the
Philistines envied him.

15 And all the wells that his father’s servants had
dug in the days of Abraham his father, the
Philistines stopped them up and filled them with
earth.

16 And Avimelech said to Isaac, "Go away from
us, for you have become much stronger than we
[are].”

17 And Isaac went away from there, and he
encamped in the valley of Gerar and dwelt there.

18 And Isaac again dug the wells of water which
they had dug in the days of his father, Abraham,
and the Philistines had stopped them up after
Abraham’s death; and he gave them names like
the names that his father had given them.

19 And Isaac’s servants dug in the valley, and
they found there a well of living waters.

20 The shepherds of Gerar quarrelled with Isaac’s
shepherds, saying, "The water is ours”; so, he
named the well Esek, because they had contended
with him.

21 And they dug another well, and they quarrelled
about it also; so, he named it Sitnah.

22 And he moved away from there, and he dug
another well, and they did not quarrel over it; so,
he named it Rehovot, and he said, ”For now
YHVH has made room for us, and we will be
fruitful in the land.”

23 And he went up from there [to] Beersheba.

24 And YHVH appeared to him that night and
said, ”I am the God of Abraham, your father. Fear
not, for [ am with you, and I will bless you and
multiply your seed for the sake of Abraham, My
servant.”

25 And he built an altar there, and he called on the
name of YHVH, and he pitched his tent there, and
Isaac’s servants dug a well there.

26 And Avimelech went to him from Gerar, with
Ahuzat his companion and Phicol, captain of his
army.

27 And Isaac said to them, "Why have you come to
me, since you hate me, and you sent me away from

you?”

28 They said, "We have surely seen that YHVH was
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with you; so, we said: Let there now be an oath
between us, between ourselves and you, and let us
form a covenant with you.

29 If you do [not] harm us, as we have not touched
you, and as we have done with you only good, and we
sent you away in peace. You, now, be blessed of
YHVH.»

30 So he made a feast for them, and they ate and
drank.

31 And they arose early in the morning and swore one

to the other; and Isaac sent them away, and they went
away from him in peace.

QUESTIONS ON TEXT 4: Genesis 26: 14-31
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e Ofall the selections in the pack, why is this story unique?

e What were the shepherds arguing over?

e Bur what was the underlying irritant, as far as the Philistines were concerned?
e Why did the Philistines stop up the wells that Abraham had dug? Did they not need the water?
e For my grandfather, one verse in this story reeks of antisemitism. Which one was he referring to?

e Do you agree? If not, why not?

e After leaving the king’s city, Isaac’s servants found a well of “living waters.” What does this mean?

e After relinquishing it, they found a second, which Isaac named “Sitnah.” What does that mean?
o The Hebrew for this well is Mo - the first three letters should suggest one of God’s angels. Who?
e So, how could Isaac have viewed his predicament? Think about the role entrusted to this angel.

¢ Finally, Isaac found a well which was not disputed and named it nian7 — What does this mean?
e What do you think of Isaac’s pacific approach? Did he have any other options?

e  Why did God come to him in v.24?

e Avimelech now had Isaac’s land, Abraham’s wells, and two new wells. So, why did he come to Isaac?
e Supposedly, Avimelech came in peace. So, why did he bring the head of his army with him?

e How did Isaac greet his uninvited visitors? What reaction was he trying to elicit?
e Avimelech wanted a peace treaty. Was Isaac still a threat?

e What was really worrying him?
e How did Isaac resolve the situation?
e What do you think of his solution?

e Where else did this solution defuse any tension? Stuck? I was thinking of Gen. 31:54 — 32: 1.
e [Isaac displayed a skill which seems in short supply on the world’s stage, namely............. ?
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5. RACHEL v. JACOB — Genesis 30: 1-8

1 And Rachel saw that she had not borne [any children] to
Jacob, and Rachel envied her sister, and she said to Jacob,
»Give me children (or sons), and if not, [ am dead.”

2 Jacob became angry with Rachel, and he said, 7Am I instead
of God, Who has withheld from you the fruit of the womb?»

3 So she said, 7Here is my maid Bilhah; come to her, and she
will bear [children] on my knees, so that I, too, will be built up
from her.”

4 She gave him her maid Bilhah as a wife, and Jacob came to
her.

5 And Bilhah conceived, and she bore Jacob a son.

6 And Rachel said, ”God has judged me and has also listened to
my voice and has given me a son”; so, she named him Dan.

7 And Bilhah, Rachel’s maid, conceived again and bore Jacob a
second son.

8 And Rachel said, "Wrestlings of God; I have wrestled with
my sister; I have also prevailed”; so, she named him Naftali.

QUESTIONS ON TEXT 5: Genesis 30: 1-8
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e To whom did Rachel ascribe her inability to have children (or sons)? NB: This is Rachel’s first speech.
e Ifshesaid, “give me SONS or else I die”, did this predict her fate? Check out Gen. 35: 19.

e How did her tone differ from Sarai’s in Text 2?

e How did her husband, Jacob, react? Who did he feel was responsible?

e Why was his response justified? Have a look at Gen. 29: 32-35.
e So, why was Rachel jealous of her sister? What was her name?

e How did Rachel solve her predicament? How did this solution differ from what happened to Sarai?
e How did Rachel acknowledge that Jacob’s assessment had been correct?

o After the birth of the second surrogate son, how did she perceive her relationship with her sister?
e  Why would Jacob have understood this? What does his name mean? Look up Gen. 25:26 + 25: 22.

e Rachel blamed Jacob; he blamed her. Both were wrong. Why were they equally responsible?

e Ifyou disagree with this conclusion, check out Gen. 29: 31. Convinced? If not, why not?
e Who else told Jacob that they would die if he did not help them? Check out Gen. 25: 32.
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6. JACOB v. LABAN — Genesis 31:26 - 32:1

31:26 Laban said to Jacob, ”What have you done, stealing my
heart (deceived me) and driving away my daughters like captives
of the sword (prisoners of war)?

27 Why did you flee secretly, and deceive me, and not tell me? I
would have sent you away with joy and with songs, and with drum
and with lyre.

28 And you did not allow me to kiss my [grand]sons and
daughters. Now, you have acted foolishly.

29 My hand has the power to do you harm, but the God of your
father spoke to me last night, saying, 'Beware of speaking with
Jacob either good or bad.’

30 But now, you have gone away, for you longed for your father’s
house, [but]why have you stolen my gods?”

31 And Jacob replied, and he said to Laban, ”"Because I was afraid,
because I said, 'Lest you steal your daughters from me.’

32 The one with whom you find your gods shall not live. In the
presence of our kinsmen, recognise for yourself what is with me,
and take [it] for yourself.” For Jacob did not know that Rachel had
stolen them.

33 So Laban entered Jacob’s tent and Leah’s tent and the tent[s] of
the two handmaids, but he did not find [them]; and he had come
out of Leah’s tent and entered Rachel’s tent.

34 But Rachel had taken the teraphim and placed them into the
camel saddle and sat upon them; so, Laban felt about the entire
tent but did not find [them].

35 And she said to her father, #Let my lord not be annoyed, for |
cannot rise before you, for the way of women is upon me.” So, he
searched, but did not find the teraphim.

36 Jacob was annoyed and quarrelled with Laban, and said to
Laban, "What is my transgression? What is my sin, that you have
pursued me?

37 For you have felt about all my things. What have you found of
all the utensils of your house? Put it here, in the presence of my
kinsmen and your kinsmen, and let them decide between the two
of us.

38 Already twenty years have I been with you, and your ewes and
she goats have not aborted, neither have I eaten the rams of your
flocks.

39 I have not brought home to you anything torn [by other
animals]; I would suffer its loss; from my hand you would
demand it, what was stolen by day and what was stolen at night.

40 I was [in the field] by day when the heat consumed me, and the
frost at night, and my sleep wandered from my eyes.

41 20 years have I spent in your house. I served you 14 years for
your two daughters and six years for your animals, and you
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changed my wages 10 times. :DNH NIYY SNDVNIN 2N

42 Had not the God of my father, the God of Abraham and the PN TN DHIN OION SAINOTION YD an
Fear of [saac, been for me, you would now have sent me away VPN ORIY NN nnnb\v DR NPY 229 MN
empty handed. God has seen my affliction and the toil of my wpz:g noiN D’jbz_;g '1;5'1 93
hands, and He reproved [you] last night.”
43 Laban answered and said to Jacob, "The daughters are my D2 N3 APYrON NN 1:15 W31
daughters, and the [grand]sons are my [grand]sons, and the animals -9 MY NANIYN Y77 3INS INSD) %2 D)D)
are my animals, and all that you see is mine. Now, what can I do n’nb N O¥D 77N5 NYYNTIN ’m:m NI
for these daughters of mine today, or to their children, whom they 179 YN
have borne?
44 So now, come, let us form a covenant, you and I, and let it be a D NAN) NN N2 NN N2 NHYY 0
witness between me and you.” PP 1YY
45 So Jacob took a stone and set it up [as] a monument. 12NN NN 1IN APY NP DN
46 And Jacob said to his kinsmen, ”Gather stones,” and they took NP DOIAN VP PNNY 2APY? 1IN N
stones and made a pile, and they ate there by the pile. 23070y DY I0IN D)Wy D)X
47 Laban called it Y’gar Sahaduta, but Jacob called it Galed. 19 NP AP RMTOY Y 122 19RIPN 0
: 7)’5)
48 And Laban said, " This pile is a witness between me and you Dy OWD 723 992 TY N3N DI 122 NI NN
today.” Therefore, he called it Galed. STY2) YNNI 2
49 And Mizpah, because he said, "May YHVH look between me 9 730232 NI X2 MN IYN NANNI) VN
and you when we are hidden from each other. :INYINI VIN IND)
50 If you afflict my daughters, or if you take wives in addition to YINIDY DY) NPATON) MDA NN MYNON )
my daughters when no one is with us, behold! God is a witness 722992 TY OTON NRY NRY ¥OIN PN
between me and you.”
51 And Laban said to Jacob, ”Behold this pile and behold this TN TN 90 1 N3N APYY 122 MMM NI
monument, which I have cast between me and you. £ 702392 17 YN NANNDN
52 This pile is a witness, and this monument is a witness, that [ “\:\.)’N‘Nb MNON NANND NIY) NI DD TY, )
will not pass this pile [to go] to you and that you shall not pass this 1N Y9N V3ynNY ﬂnN'Dm mn b)'rnN ‘pr
pile and this monument to [come to] me to [do] harm. : YYD DNAD NANDNTIN N30 AN
53 May the God of Abraham and the god of Nahor judge between 17172 109¥ 1IN IN), DNIAN TN 1)
us, the god of their father.” And Jacob swore by the Fear of his (PN VAN TN APY YY) DPIN STON
father Isaac.
54 And Jacob slaughtered a slaughtering on the mountain, and he DIND PRNY NP 02 DAt APy NN N
invited his kinsmen to eat a meal, and they ate bread and lodged 19032 mbn onyg b:mn ony

on the mountain.

32:1 And Laban arose early in the morning and kissed 722 DRDON 7721 YN )20 PY) IP33 122 DIV N
his sons and daughters and blessed them, and Laban S INPNY 122 20N
went and returned to his place.

QUESTIONS ON TEXT 6: Genesis 31:26 — 32:1

e Ostensibly, this argument was about the disappearance of Laban’s teraphim. What were they?

e  Who was responsible?

e What had been the motivation?

e There were at least two reasons. What would you suggest? Have a look at Gen. 29:21-27 + 31: 14-15.
e Was this act justified?
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e Was it justice, revenge or mere spite?

e Why did Laban never find his teraphim?

e What happened to the perpetrator?

e Could there be a link between Gen. 31: 32 and Gen. 35:16-19?

e Are you convinced by this theory? If not, why not?

e What really bothered Laban?

e Have alook at Gen. 29:20 + 30; Gen. 30: 25-28; and Gen. 31:43 above.

e Jacob had deep grievances. Which verses in our extract sum up his feelings?

e Jacob had several reasons for wanting to go home; they were....? I am thinking of Gen. 31: 1-5.
e So, from that text, why did he resort to subterfuge to escape?

e Which verses in our extract tell you that Jacob was right to fear Laban?

e What prevented Laban exacting retribution?

e How many times did he threaten Jacob?

e How would you sum up his character?

¢ And how would you describe Jacob’s personality?

e How did Laban propose they resolve their differences?

¢ And what was Jacob’s solution?

e Does his action remind you of somebody else? If so, who?

e To cement their agreement, stone monuments were erected. What did they signify?
e Who did Laban invoke to judge Jacob and him if the terms of the agreement were broken?
e When Laban departed for his home, to whom did he not make his goodbyes?

e What does that tell you about Laban?

7.JACOB v. HIS SECOND AND THIRD SONS, SHIMON AND LEVI - Genesis 34: 25-31

Background: Jacob returned to the Land of Canaan with his entourage but did not appear to be in any rush to return to
Hebron to see his father, Isaac. He arrived at the Hivite city of Shechem and set up camp outside the town, having
bought some land from King Hamor’s family. Through Leah, his first wife, Jacob had one daughter, Dinah, who at this
point in his life was almost his youngest child. Only Joseph was younger. Dinah decided to explore her new
surroundings on her own. Unfortunately, Hamor’s son, Shechem, noticed her and raped her. He fell in love with her and
wanted to marry her. Hamor and his son visited Jacob who waited for his sons to return from their duties as herdsmen
before talks could commence. They were incensed by how their sister had been treated and she was still in Shechem’s
house. Shechem was willing to pay any price to acquire his intended. Jacob remained silent but his sons proposed -

o wa: with guile - that intermarriage between their family and the Hivites would only be possible if all the males of
the city were circumcised. Hamor and Shechem agreed.

24 And all those coming out of the gate of his city listened to WY HONYIDD 132 DRYON) NINDNDN WY 10

Hamor and his son Shechem, and every male, all who went out SIPY WY ONYIDD 3192 19001 1Py
of the gate of his city, became circumcised.
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25 Now it came to pass on the third day, when they were in pain,
that Jacob’s two sons, Shimon and Levi, Dinah’s brothers, each
took his sword, and they came upon the city with confidence,
and they slew every male.

26 And Hamor and his son Shechem they slew with the edge
(mouth) of the sword, and they took Dinah out of Shechem’s
house and left.

27 Jacobrs [other] sons came upon the slain and plundered the
city that had defiled their sister.

28 Their flocks and their cattle and their donkeys, and whatever
was in the city and whatever was in the field they took.

29 And all their wealth and all their infants and their wives they
captured and plundered, and all that was in the house.

30 And Jacob said to Shimon and to Levi, ”You have stirred up
trouble for me, to make me stink among the inhabitants of the
land, among the Canaanites and Perizzites, and [ am few in
number, and they will gather against me and attack me, and I and
my household will be destroyed.”

31 And they said, ”Should he treat our sister like a whore?”

QUESTIONS ON TEXT 7: Genesis 34: 25-31

e What was Jacob’s complaint to Shimon and Levi?
e What might you have expected him to say?

e What does that tell us about his ethical standards?
e What was really worrying Jacob?

e Were his fears justified?
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e Now have a look at Gen. 35: 5. So, what does that tell us about God’s standards?

e Why was it left to Shimon and Levi to extricate Dinah from Shechem’s house?

e What made them particularly suitable for this Mission Impossible?

e  Where did Shimon display this trait? If you’re unsure, look up Gen. 42: 24 and then Gen. 37: 20.
e How about Levi? Stuck? Check out Ex. 2: 11-12 and Ex. 32: 26-28.

e But who had suggested the ruse of circumcision?
e So, who was implicated in this act of genocide?

¢ On the other hand, had Dinah been a prisoner of Shechem’s while the talks progressed?

e Also, why does v.27 say that “the city defiled” her?

e Who helped themselves to the spoils — women, children, livestock, etc?
e Who does not appear to have taken part in the plunder of the city? So, what was their objective?
e What did Jacob have to say about the sacking of the city of Shechem?

e So, what does that tell us about Jacob’s sense of morality?

e What was Shimon’s and Levi’s response to Jacob’s stinging rebuke?

e What was their primary concern?

e Why is this story a pivotal moment in Jacob’s role as head of the family?
e Last but hardly least, who do we not hear from in the entire sordid tale?

e What do you infer from that?
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8. THE PEOPLE v. THEIR LEADERSHIP, and GOD v. MOSES: Numbers 14: 1-20

1 The entire community raised their voices and shouted, and the DY 192 DIIPIN NP NIYTOD NYM N
people wept on that night. (NN NP2
2 All the children of Israel complained against Moses and YINN ONTW? 2 DD nm 5Y) NYNHY 15N 2
Aaron, and the entire congregation said, If only we had died in 92792 I D80 YIN2 PIAIY NIYYD OAIN
the land of Egypt, or if only we had died in this wilderness. S NNIPIY MDD
3 Why does YHVH bring us to this land to fall by the sword; our D8y INAD NINDON NHN NN NINY IR
wives and children will be booty. Is it not better for us to return 20Y DY 230 NIV 129 P NIV) WY 19N
to Egypt?” TIDINN
4 They said to each other, ”Let us appoint a leader and return to N29¥)) YN M) PONDN YN ITINN T
Egypt!” STRYINN
5 Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before the entire NTY D2 *30Y DeHY YIN) NYN Yan 0
congregation of the children of Israel. 9N 2
6 Joshua son of Nun and Caleb the son of Yephunneh, from NIND NN O NI 29I P2 YYInN )
those who had scouted the land, rent their clothes. :DIPTA WP
7 They spoke to the entire congregation of the children of Israel, NIND N INIIIA NTYHION NN }
saying, #The land through which we passed to scout is very, very ™D \{‘mﬂ 7:11\3 AHR MY P2 MY WN
good land. STND

8 If YHVH desires us, He will bring us to this land and give itto  NNin NINDON DHN X220 NI m NONDN N
us, a land that is flowing with milk and honey. VAT :bn N2 NIDIYR NN NI MNN

9 Only do not rebel against YHVH and do not fear the people of  oynxIXPRON 0HX)ITINADN NI TN O
the land for they are our bread. Their protection is removed from PN NI m’byn DY P ON umnb 3 NIND

them, and YHVH is with us; do not fear them.” ng;_‘pn DN
10 The entire congregation threatened to pelt them with stones, T129) ©%)2IN2 ONN 01D NTYD DD 3NN »
but the glory of YHVH appeared in the Tent of Meeting to all bm\w ’J:’b:)'bN gi}}a) b'mzl N N

the children of Israel.

11 YHVH said to Moses, "How long will this people provoke N30 DY MIINY MINTY NYNHDN NI N N

Me? How much longer will they not believe in Me after all the SIPYY N mnm 952 52 RNINT TIRTY)
signs I have done in their midst? 1272
12 I will strike them with a plague and disinherit them; and I will SYTIO)Y NN NYYN) PYIIN) 91272 MIN
make you into a nation, greater and stronger than they.” 11NN DI
13 Moses said to YHVH, 7But the Egyptians will hear that You 129772 D80 3Wny) NinyoN nYn NN »
brought with power this people out from its midst. 1¥27PR NN DYIIN 7RO
14 And they will say, to the inhabitants of this land, that they NRNDD wmv NI XN AYPON NN D
have heard that You, O God, are in the midst of this people; that RN 1NN w: PYIYN M0 DY 2R3 i
You, O God, appear to them eye to eye and that Your cloud ‘[7“1 RN NY TRYI Dﬂby Y 3 ‘[JJ}N mm
stands over them. And You go before them with a pillar of cloud TN9Y YN TINY1) DAY DY
by day and with a pillar of fire by night,

15 and if You kill this nation like one man, the nations who have ION) TON YWOND M DY NN NP 10
heard of Your reputation will say as follows: SN JYRYUNIN WHRYIYN DD
16'As YHVH was unable to bring this people to the land which “ON NN DY NN NN NI NP >Hvan v
He swore to them, He slaughtered them in the wilderness.’ 92792 DPNY DN YAV YN NIND
17 Now, please, let the strength of YHVH be increased, as You £ MIND PI2T IYND MTN ND NYDTY NHY) D

spoke, saying.
18 'YHVH is slow to anger and abundantly kind, forgiving NP YY) 1Y XYY TOAY) AN TIN NI
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iniquity and transgression, Who cleanses [some] and does not HY) DWYHYDY DDy NN 1Y TRd NP NY
cleanse [others], Who visits the iniquities of parents on children, uplVoky!
even to the third and fourth generations.’

19 Please forgive the iniquity of this people in accordance with YN TION DTID NN OYN )IY2 XIN2o v
your abounding kindness, as You have borne this people from : TATYTY) DYINPN NN DY NNNY)
Egypt until now.”

20 And YHVH said, "I have forgiven, according to your word.” : 77272 XRNYD NINY MNN D

Background to the story: God had told Moses to send 12 spies, each a tribal leader, to scout the land of Canaan. The
tribe of Levi was not included. 40 days later, the group returned with pomegranates, figs and grapes, but 10 of the spies
claimed that the nations who occupied the land were too powerful for the Israelites and their cities too well fortified.
Caleb tried to reassure the people, but the 10 pessimists strengthened their case by stating that they had also seen the
Nephilim, who were giants.

QUESTIONS ON TEXT 8: Numbers 14: 1-20

e After all the miracles performed on their behalf, why did the people turn on Moses and Aaron?
e The people decided to return to Egypt. What does that tell you about their character?

e What would have happened to their children if they had returned? I refer you to Ex. 1: 22.

e Why did Moses and Aaron say nothing?

e Why did they fall on their faces?

e What had happened to them?

e Who stepped in to remonstrate with the people?

e Which tribes did they represent? Why was this very significant?

e What was the gist of their approach?

e What did they feel had infected the people?

e How did the people react to this counter-message?

e Why did they resort to such hostility?

e What saved the interventionists from certain death?

e What was God’s solution to this crisis?

e What does this tell us about His assessment of the people?

e What else might God have intended with this approach:?

e What did Moses think of God’s response to the crisis?

e Why was he not flattered or tempted? A similar scenario can be found in Text 9.

e Which verse in Text 8 demonstrates Moses’ impeccable logic?

e What does this exchange with God tell us about Moses’ personality? What sort of man was he?
e God relented, but what did He decree? If you are unsure, please read verses 22 and 23.

e For God, why was this the perfect compromise?

e What happened to the 10 spies who brought back the “evil report”? Check out verses 36 and 37.
e So, why did the people not embark on the return journey to Egypt?

14


https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9942/jewish/Chapter-14.htm#v19
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9942/jewish/Chapter-14.htm#v19
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9942/jewish/Chapter-14.htm#v19
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9942/jewish/Chapter-14.htm#v20
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9942/jewish/Chapter-14.htm#v20
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9942/jewish/Chapter-14.htm#v20

9. SAUL v. JONATHAN -1 SAMUEL 20: 25 - 34

25 The king sat on his seat, as at other times, on the DN PPN AYINON DY | DYID AYINDY 7297 1Y N
seat by the wall; Jonathan rose, and Abner sat down S TYT DIPR TRON bm\v T AN Y YD
beside Saul, but David’s place was vacant.

26 Saul did not say anything that day, for he said, 7It >Rba N3 NPR N Y3 NIND OP NDINDY INY I12T'ND) 12
is accidental; he is unclean, he is not cleansed.” 27NV Nb ¥ NI DV

27 On the day after the new moon, the second day, DINY NN O TIT OIPN TRON MIYN YIND NINnn 10 19
David’s place was vacant; Saul said to Jonathan, his : ©n9DHN DYDY DIV DI PP 12 NIND YITNH 192 1NIINTON
son, ”Why has the son of Jesse not come to the meal

either yesterday or today?”

28 And Jonathan answered Saul, 7David asked leave :©n2 M1y Y1RyN )T HNYI IRV DINYTIIN 101N W) N
of me (to go) to Bethlehem.

29 He said, 'Let me go away now, for we have a AN ITNIY NI Y2 NJ NNIYN NAT D RI NNV N v
family sacrifice in the city, and my brother ordered ]D‘b)l NN NN NI ﬂ\DbDN PHYIIN NRYION NHY)
me, and now, if I have found favour in your eyes, let (7290 ]D?Yg N NINY

me slip away now, and see my brothers. ' Therefore,
he has not come to the king’s table.”

30 Saul’s wrath was kindled against Jonathan, and NP0 TITIID M2 0 N mn-p:\. INY I 2
said to him, ”Son of a wanton, rebellious woman! SRR DY J'W):m IRYAY H¥125 RN N3 RYD
Did I not know that you choose the son of Jesse to

your shame and to the shame of your mother’s

nakedness?
31 As long as the son of Jesse lives on earth, you and RN 12N NY NATRNDY NOYNL YN D0 ) ND
your kingdom will not be established. Send and NI MR 2 OIN NN NP) nb\v nRY) -mwbm

bring him to me; he is condemned to die.”

32 And Jonathan answered Saul his father, and said  : Ny N NP NHY PIN PN VAN PINY NN 1D W 29
to him, "Why should he be put to death? What has

he done?”

33 And Saul threw the spear by him to strike him; N 12273 MDY VTN INDNY Y NNDTIIN PINY YV 10
Jonathan knew that it had been decided, by his CTYTTIN TP 1IN DY
father, to put David to death.

34 Jonathan rose from the table in fierce anger; he IINND) INOINI INZYD DY NN DR T2
did not eat any food on the second day of the new mbo-\ " TITONNY) ) Dnb MNVYN YINNDOM
moon, because he was in pain about David and L PIN

because his father had humiliated him.

Background to the argument between Saul and Jonathan: After failing to destroy all the Amalekites and their
possessions, Samuel told Saul ”God has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today; and given it to another who is better
than you.” Samuel went to Bethlehem and anointed Jesse’s eighth and youngest son, David. Immediately, “the spirit of
God departed from Saul and an evil spirit from God frightened him.” Saul’s personality changed. Suddenly, he was a
manic depressive. His paranoia became homicidal; in a flash, he would try to kill anyone whom he saw as a threat. At
court, the most vulnerable people were his son Jonathan and his son-in-law David. The latter had been recruited to play
the lyre for the king. The music refreshed Saul but provided only temporary relief. David was also an accomplished
fighter and came to Jonathan’s attention after he vanquished the Philistine giant Goliath. It is unclear if Jonathan’s love
for David was physical as well as emotional. David had many military successes against the Philistines, so much so that
“Saul feared David, for God was with him, while He had turned away from Saul.” Keep your friends close but your
enemies even closer; so, Saul was delighted when one of his daughters, Michal, fell in love with his rival. With the
Philistines failing to kill David in battle, Saul ordered his death. Jonathan warned David that he was in mortal danger.
That very evening, Michal helped her husband to escape. David never returned to Saul’s court.
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QUESTIONS ON TEXT 9: 1 SAMUEL 20: 25 - 34

e After many assassination attempts, how could Saul have expected David to break bread with him?

e What does this tell us about Saul’s state of mind?

e Was Saul accountable for his words and deeds once the Spirit of God had left him?
e  Why do you think God let Saul continue to reign after he had been possessed by an evil spirit?
e What do you glean from Saul not referring to David by name?

e How would you describe Jonathan’s response to Saul’s enquiry about David’s absence?

e Did Saul believe his son’s answer? How did he react?

e What did he accuse Jonathan of?

e How did Jonathan respond, in front of the court, to his father’s very personal insult?
e How did Jonathan react when Saul claimed that he would never be king while David remained alive?

e Jonathan’s reaction reminds me of Moses in Text 8. What do you think?
e Jonathan pressed his father to explain why David should die. What does this tell us about Jonathan?

e How did Saul react to this interrogation?

¢ Did this action support or undermine his desire that Jonathan succeed him as king?

e Jonathan was incensed, but what did he do then?

e Typically, an argument results in both parties losing self-control. What happened in this dispute?

e How would you describe Saul’s behaviour in this story? Do you think he was sane?
e And what do you think of Jonathan’s attitude towards his father?

e Do you think that Jonathan was able to maintain his loyalty to Saul, as well as to David?
¢ Jonathan died in battle alongside his father. David did not come to their aid. Any idea why?

e  Would Jonathan have made a good king?

10. MICHAL v. DAVID — 2 Samuel 6: 12 — 16 and 20 - 23

12 And it was told to King David saying: '"YHVH
has blessed the House of Oved-Edom, and all that
belongs to him, because of the Ark of God. And
David went and brought up the Ark of God from the
House of Oved-Edom into the City of David with

joy.

13 And it was when the bearers of the Ark of God
had advanced six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a
fatling.

14 And David whirled with all his might before
YHVH; and David was girded with a linen ephod.

15 David and all the House of Israel brought up the
Ark of YHVH with shouting and with the sound of a
shofar.

16 And [as] the Ark of YHVH came [into] the City of
David, Michal, the daughter of Saul, looked out of
the window, and she saw the king, David, leaping
and whirling before YHVH; and she despised him in
her heart.

20 And David returned to bless his household. And
Michal, the daughter of Saul, came out to meet David,
and said, "How honoured was the king of Israel today,
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who exposed himself today in the eyes of the : DRI TNN N2 NIZIND PTIY NINHX
handmaids of his servants, as one of the worthless
[men] might expose himself.”

21 David said to Michal; 7 (It was] before YHVH, 99193 PANR Y2INT YK NIN? 299D HN TIT 1IN N
who chose me rather than your father and all his 195 YRPNYI KXY NINY DYDY 1)) NN MYY 112
house, to appoint me prince over the people of RNl
YHVH, over Israel; and I have made merry before

YHVH.

22 And if I be demeaned more than this and be held in IR NINHNTOY) 213 59¥ 1NN NN TiY 15PN 20
low esteem; with the maidservants that you have :T1T2IN DRY NN
spoken of, with them will I be honoured.”

23 And Michal, the daughter of Saul, had no child (ANIN OV TY T2 MY MITNY IRYN2DIN )0
until the day of her death.

Background to the argument between Michal and David: David had become king, but only his own tribe, Judah,
acknowledged him. The other 11 tribes remained loyal to the House of Saul. Avner, Saul’s cousin and military
commander, had installed one of Saul’s surviving sons, Ish-Boshet, as a titular sovereign. Michal had been given to
another man in marriage after David had escaped Saul’s clutches. David did not waste time acquiring six other women
and while he bided his time in Hebron, each of them bore him a son. Avner grew tired of his puppet and proposed that
all of Israel be united under David. Never one to miss an opportunity, David demanded Michal’s return as the sole
condition for a treaty with Avner. Having agreed to muster all 11 tribes to David’s flag, Avner was murdered by Yoav,
David’s nephew and his military commander. Ish-Boshet was assassinated and all the tribes came to Hebron to anoint
David as their king. David captured Jerusalem from the Jebusites and made it his capital. Once he had settled in, David
took many more wives and concubines and had at least another 12 children. Michal remained childless.

QUESTIONS ON TEXT 10: 2 Samuel 6: 12 — 16 and 20 — 23

e Why did David dance “like a Dervish” before God’s Ark of the Covenant?

e Was this seemly behaviour by a king? If so, explain.

e How is Michal described in v.16? What might we have expected? What does this suggest?

e Why did Michal despise David for behaving as he did?

e Why is v.16 ironic? Compare it with 1 Sam. 19:12.

e How would you describe her tone when she confronted David about his cavorting?

e Why was she not deferential?

e Why did she refer to David in the third person and as the king? What might have you expected:
e Exactly what was her objection?

e  Why do you think David had been keen to reclaim her? After all, he was not short of women.

e Initially, David did not respond to her criticism. What point did he make and why?

e How did he then address her rebuke?

e What was the underlying message? Why was his threat already a reality?

e Was this what really upset Michal? If so, was her critique justified after all?

e Why did David not see anything wrong with his very public display?

e What are we meant to infer from Verse 23? Was Michal punished? If so, by whom? David? God?
e Was her sterility the result of justice, revenge or spite?

e From this verbal exchange, who held all the cards?

e So, how would you describe this marriage? What was its purpose? Where was the love?
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Rabbinic sources - Conflict and Resolution
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Genesis Rabba 38: 6
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Rabbi said:

How great is peace,

for even if Jews practice idolatry

but there is still peace among them,

God says, so to speak,

“I cannot rule over them

as there is peace among them,”

as it is said (Hoshea 4:17):

Ephraim 1s united in idolatry; leave him alone.

But when there is dispute, what is written? (Hoshea 10: 2)
Therr heart is divided; now they shall bear their guilt.
From this you learn how great is peace

and how despised is dispute.

Hoshea Chapter 4
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Questions:

14 I will not punish your daughters when they commit harlotry,
nor your daughters-in-law when they commit adultery; for they
themselves consort with lewd women, and they sacrifice with
harlots; and the people that is without understanding is
distraught.

15 Though you, Israel, play the harlot, yet let not Judah become
guilty; and come not you to Gilgal, neither go you up to Beth-
aven, nor swear: 'As YHVH lives.’

16 For Israel is stubborn like a stubborn heifer; now shall YHVH
feed them as a lamb in a large place?

17 Ephraim is joined to idols; let him alone.

18 When their carouse is over, they take to harlotry; her rulers
deeply love dishonour.

19 The wind has bound her up in her skirts; and they shall be
ashamed because of their sacrifices. {P}

1 Israel was a luxuriant vine, which put forth fruit freely: as his
fruit increased, he increased his altars; the more goodly his land
was, the more goodly were his pillars.

2 Their heart is divided; now shall they bear their guilt; He will
break down their altars, He will spoil their pillars.

3 Surely now shall they say: 'We have no king; for we feared not
YHVH; and the king, what can he do for us?

4 They speak words, they swear falsely, they make covenants;
thus judgment springs up as hemlock in the furrows of the field.

e Can you see how the midrash is build out of different verses
e Does the midrash accept the simple meaning of those verses
e  What is the Midrash trying to articulate? Do you agree?
[ )

Are you surprised by that message?
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R. Shimon said:

At the moment when the Holy Blessing One came

to create primordial Adam,

the ministering angels split into many camps,

and groups

with some saying, “Don’t let Adam be created,”

and others saying, “Let Adam be created.”

As it is written: (Psalms 85:11)

“Love and Truth fought each other,

Tsedek and Peace battled one another.”

Love said, “Let Adam be created, for he will do acts of love;’
Truth said, “Don’t let Adam be created, for he is all lies; ”
Tsedek said, “Let Adam be created, for he will do tsedakot”
Peace said, “Don’t let Adam be created, for he is full of strife.”
What did the Holy Blessing One do?

He took Truth and cast it to the ground,

as it is written: (Daniel 8: 12)

“Truth was cast to the ground. .. “

The ministering angels said before to the Holy Blessing One,
“Master of the Universe!

Why do You despise Your seal [of Truth]?

Let Truth arise from the earth!”

As it is written: (Psalms 85:12)

Truth will blossom from the earth.

b

Psalms Chapter 85
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9 I will hear what God YHVH will speak; {N}
for He will speak peace to His people, and to His saints; but let them not
turn back to folly.

10 Surely His salvation is nigh them that fear Him; that glory may dwell
in our land.

11 Love and truth are met together;
Righteousness (tsedek) and peace have kissed each other.

12 Truth sprang out of the earth;
and righteousness has looked down from heaven.

13 Yes, YHVH will give that which is good;
and our land shall yield her produce.

14 Righteousness shall go before Him, and shall make His footsteps a
way. {P}

10 And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven; and some of the host
and of the stars it cast down to the ground, and trampled upon them.

11 Yea, it magnified itself, even to the prince of the host; and from him
the continual burnt-offering was taken away, and the place of his
sanctuary was cast down.

12 And the host was given over to it together with the continual burnt-
offering through transgression; and it cast down truth to the ground, and
it wrought, and prospered.

13 Then I heard a holy one speaking; and another holy one said to that
certain one who spoke: "How long shall be the vision concerning the
continual burnt-offering, and the transgression that causes appalment, to
give both the sanctuary and the host to be trampled underfoot?’
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Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Sanhedrin 6b

Our rabbis taught,

just as judgement is rendered by three [judges],
arbitration also requires three [judges].

Once judgement has been rendered,

one is not permitted to arbitrate.

Mnemonic: Sarmash Bankash.

R. Eliezer the son of R. Yosi the Galilean says:

It is forbidden to arbitrate a settlement,

and one who arbitrates therefore sins,

and one who praises an arbitrator [botzea] reviles God,

and on this it says (Psalms 10: 3)

“One who is an arbitrator [botzea) reviles and scorns God.”
Rather - let the law cut through the mountain [i.e., take its course],
as it says: (Deuteronomy 1:17)

...for judgment 1s God'’s.

And so Moses used to say:

Let the law cut through the mountain.

Aaron, however, loved peace and pursued peace

and made peace between people,

as it says: (Malachi 2: é)

The law of truth was in his mouth,

unrighteousness was not on his lips;

he walked with me in peace and honesty

and turned many away from sin.

R. Eliezer says:

If one stole a se’ah [measure] of wheat,

ground it and baked it, and set aside the hal/ah [priestly portion],
what blessing should he recite?

It wouldn’t be a blessing, but rather blasphemy,

and of him it is said:

A botzea who blesses, blasphemes God.

R. Meir says:

This text doesn’t refer to a botzea, but rather to Yehuda,
as it says (Genesis 37:26)

Yehuda said to his brothers:

“What is the gain [betza) if we kill our brother?”

And anyone who blesses Yehuda, blasphemes,

and of him it is said:

One who blesses a botzea, blasphemes God.

R. Yehoshua ben Korha says:

It is a mitzvah to arbitrate,

as it says: (Zecharia 8: 16)

“True and peaceful judgment you must judge in your gates.”

But surely where there is justice there is no peace,
and where there is peace there is no justice!

Rather, what kind of justice contains within it peace?
We must say: arbitration.

So it was with David, as it says: (Samuel II 8: 15)

“David executed justice and righteousness...”

But surely where there is justice there is no righteousness,
and where there is righteousness there is no justice!

Rather, what kind of justice contains within it righteousness?
We must say: arbitration.
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The following interpretation [of this verse]

agrees with the first Tanna

[who holds arbitration to be prohibited]:

In rendering legal judgment,

(David would) acquit the innocent

and fine the guilty;

but when he saw that the guilty party was poor,

he paid him out of his own pocket [so he could pay the fine].
This is [the meaning of] justice and righteousness —
Justice to this one and tsedakah to the other one
justice to one party

by awarding him what was due,

and tsedakah to the other party

for he paid him out of his own pocket.

Psalms 10:3
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Genesis 37:26
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1 Why stand You afar off, O LORD? Why hide You Yourself in times of
trouble?

2 Through the pride of the wicked the poor is hotly pursued, they are
taken in the devices that they have imagined.

3 For the wicked boasts of his heart’s desire, and the covetous vaunt
himself, though he scorn YHVH.

4 The wicked, in the pride of his countenance [, says]: "He will not
require’; all his thoughts are: 'There is no God.’

16 And I charged your judges at that time, saying: 'Hear the causes
between your brethren, and judge righteously between a man and his
brother, and the stranger that is with him.

17 You shall not respect persons in judgment; you shall hear the small
and the great alike; you shall not be afraid of the face of any man; for the
judgment is God’s; and the cause that is too hard for you you shall bring
to me, and I will hear it.’

18 And I commanded you at that time all the things which you should do.

4 Know then that I have sent this commandment to you, that My
covenant might be with Levi, says YHVH of hosts.

5 My covenant was with him of life and peace, and I gave them to him,
and of fear, and he feared Me, and was afraid of My name.

6 The law of truth was in his mouth, and unrighteousness was not found
in his lips; he walked with Me in peace and uprightness, and did turn
many away from iniquity.

7 For the priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the
law at his mouth; for he is the messenger of YHVH of hosts.

23 And it came to pass, when Joseph was come to his brethren, that they
stripped Joseph of his coat, the coat of many colours that was on him;

24 and they took him, and cast him into the pit--and the pit was empty,
there was no water in it.

25 And they sat down to eat bread; and they lifted up their eyes and
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looked, and, behold, a caravan of Ishmaelites came from Gilead, with
their camels bearing spicery and balm and ladanum, going to carry it
down to Egypt.

26 And Judah said to his brethren: *What profit is it if we slay our
brother and conceal his blood?

27 Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be
upon him; for he is our brother, our flesh.” And his brethren hearkened to
him.

15 so again do I purpose in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the
house of Judah; fear you not.

16 These are the things that you shall do: Speak you every man the truth
with his neighbour; execute the judgment of truth and peace in your
gates;

17 and let none of you devise evil in your hearts against his neighbour;
and love no false oath; for all these are things that I hate, says
YHVH. {S}

14 And he put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom put he garrisons,
and all the Edomites became servants to David. And YHVH gave victory
to David whithersoever he went.

15 And David reigned over all Israel; and David executed justice and
righteousness to all his people.

16 And Joab the son of Zeruiah was over the host; and Jehoshaphat the
son of Ahilud was recorder;
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Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Sanhedrin 97a

Rava said:

At first, I used to think that there was no truth in the world.

Then one of the Rabbis said to me -
Rav Tavut (Goodness?) was his name
others say it was Rav Tavyomi (Good-day?)

who, even if he were given all the treasures of the world,

would not lie,

he once happened upon a place

its name is Truth,

where no one ever lied

and where no one ever died before his time.
He married a woman from them

with whom he later had two sons.

One day his wife was sitting at home

and washing her hair,

when a neighbour came and knocked at the door.
He thought: it is not the way of the world
he said to her,

“She’s not here.”

His two sons died.

Then the townspeople came to him

and asked him,

“What is this?”

He related to them

what had occurred.

They replied to him,

“We beg of you

to leave our town

s0 as not to bring Death upon us.”

Questions:

e What does Rava’s opening statement mean: At first, [ used to think that there was no truth in the world

e What is the significance of the uncertainty about this rabbi’s name?

e  Why would he never lie?

e So why do we lie?

e What is this strange story about?
e Is truth an absolute value?

e Ifnot, why not?
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The acceptable face of deviance
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Rambam laws of rebels CHAPTER III

Halacha 1.

He who repudiates the Oral Law is not to be identified with the
rebellious elder spoken of in Scripture but is classed with the
epicureans [whom any person has a right to put to death].

Halacha 2.

As soon as it is made public that he has repudiated the Oral Law,
[he is cast into the pit] and is not rescued from it. He is placed on a
par with heretics, epicureans, those who deny the divine origin of
Scripture, informers, and apostates — all of whom are ruled out
of the community of Israel. No witnesses or previous warning or
judges are required. [Whoever puts any of them to death fulfils a
great precept, for he removes a stumbling block.]

Halacha 3.

This applies only to one who repudiates the Oral Law as a result
of his reasoned opinion and conclusion; who walks light-
mindedly in the stubbornness of his heart, denying first the Oral
Law, as did Zadok and Boethus and all who went astray. But their
children and grandchildren, who, misguided by their parents,
were raised among the Karaites and trained in their views, are like
a child taken captive by them and raised in their religion, whose
status is that of an anoos (one who rejects the Jewish religion
under duress), who, although he later learns that he is Jew, meets
Jews, observes them practice their religion, is nevertheless to be
regarded as an anoos, since he was reared in the erroneous ways
of his fathers. Thus it is with those who adhere to the practices of
their Karaite parents. Therefore efforts should be made to bring
them back in repentance, to draw them near by friendly relations,
so that they may return to the strength-giving source, the Torah.
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Maimonides: Responsum 265
Question:

Teach us concerning those people known as Karaites, if they
come to the community or Beit Midrash or Belt Knesset and less
than ten of the Rabbanites come with them, those who believe in
both the written and oral Torah, which the Karaites deny publicly
for they do not believe in received tradition, only clinging onto
the superficial meaning of the Torah with their commentaries.
When there are only nine Rabbanites and they cannot make a
minyan (prayer quorum) can one make up a minyan with the one
of Karaites in order to reach ten to pray in public or to perform
one of the other offices that cannot be performed without ten, or
not? Please explain this well for ust And even if six or five
Rabbanites turned up could one make up the minyan with those
Karaites or not? And also explain for us whether one of them can
join a zimmun (quorum of three) for grace after meals? Also tell
us what is the nature of the sin of a prayer leader who errs and
passes before the ark in their presence when they are making up
the quorum — is this forbidden? And also explain to us the ways in
which the Karaites differ from the Rabbanites, and may your
reward be doubled from heaven!
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Answer

It is forbidden to complete a minyan with them, not ten and not
three, because they do not acknowledge this obligation. And the
general principle of this is stated with respect to eruv (Shabbat
boundaries) - ... and (an eruv made) by someone who doesn’t
accept eruv is not an eruv”. And everything that they do accept as
an obligation we are permitted to join them in concerning it, and
everything that they do not accept its obligation, we are forbidden
that they will join it. And it is well known that they do not believe
in the obligations of kedusha nor zimmun, and they take no notice
of the quorum of ten, nor of three. And since they do not
acknowledge these laws it is forbidden to do that act with them, to
make up a minyan with them, which would mean relying on
someone who did not believe in it. And if someone was a prayer
leader under such circumstances he is warned and prevented but
no more. The writing of Moses.
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Maimonides: Responsum 449

Question:

How Should Rabbanites behave toward Karaites concerning the
circumcision of their sons, inquiring after them, going to their
homes, drinking their wine, and all other matters?

Answer:

Indeed, dear honoured fellow, judgement and wisdom are the
main concern, and I understand from your question that you are a
man of high virtue, piously mindful of complying with God’s will,
seeking to delve into the depths of the laws incumbent on God-
fearing men, and I will answer your question as we have been
shown from Heaven in the greatness of His glory. The Karaites
living here in Alexandria and in the land of Egypt and in
Damascus, and in other places in Moslem lands and elsewhere,
are worthy of respect. We should approach them honestly, and
show decency when conducting our affairs with them, abiding by
the ways of truth and peace as long as they too behave toward us
in good faith, and »put away... a dissembling mouth and perverse
lips” (Proverbs 4: 24), refraining from slandering the rabbinic
sages of this generation. All the more so, they should forgo
mockery and ridicule when considering the words of our holy
sages, the tanna’im of blessed memory, rabbis of the Mishnah and
the Talmud whose words and rulings, as ordained by them, by
Moses, and by God, we obey.

We are therefore commanded to respect Karaites and inquire after
them even at their homes, to circumcise their sons even on the
Sabbath, to bury their dead, and to comfort their mourners.
Evidence for this can be learned from Gittin é61a: »We wish
gentiles a good harvest in the fallow year, but not Jews, and we
inquire after them, for the sake of peace [mipner darkei shalom)”
on which it is stated in the Talmud that Rav Hisda would pre-
emptively ask how they were and Rav Yitschak would say to
them, “peace upon you sir”’; both in order not to be excessive in
their offerings of peace for that is not appropriate to a gentile.

We learn: One does not go to the house of a gentile on a day of
his festival to wish him well, and when meeting a gentile at the
market on his holiday one greets him briefly and gravely. Hence,
we infer from this that visiting a gentile and inquiring after him
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not on his holiday is allowed. Many stories in the Talmud point
this out, such as the story of Rava in the house of Shishach in the
first chapter of the tractate on idolatry. And if this is so
concerning idolaters, it is even more so concerning those who
repudiate all the laws of the gentiles and acknowledge the one
God, may His name be exalted, that we are to be allowed to
inquire after them, even at their homes. But if they, bare-headed,
desecrate the Jewish holidays as set in our calendar, then Jews are
forbidden to visit them on the days that they have set as holidays
according to their own fancy.

Someone might cite Rabbi Tarfon’s saying in Tractate Shabbat in
the chapter “all holy writings” (116a), ”"May I bury my sons if [ am
lying when I say that, if ever a book of the heretics is brought
before me, I will burn it including the names of their gods. For
even if someone was pursuing him to slay him, and a snake was
running after him to bite him, he should not enter their homes
even when in danger - and certainly not to inquire after their
wellbeing when not in danger.”

Rabbi Tarfon’s stance, however; is no objection [to the view
allowing for amicable relations with Karaites] because he is
speaking of heretics who are denying the essence of Judaism
[kofrim ba-ikar] about whom the rabbis have taught: ” Remove thy
way from her, and do not come near the door of her house”
(Proverbs 5: 8) referring to heresy and the authorities who

resemble the heretics and the meshumadim of whom the Talmud
says, “moridin v’lo ma’alin” — “Let them down and do not help
them up” - but these ones here [i.e. our Karaites], as long as they
do not brazenly breach the rules, are not to be compared to them.

So we honour them, and circumcise their sons on Shabbat, and all
the more so on regular days declared by them, and we perform
milah and priah, in order that perhaps will come forth from them
goodly seed that will return in repentance. ..
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Conflict Resolution
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Leviticus 19:17

Do not hate your brother in your heart

Y ou must rebuke, yes rebuke your kinsman
And do not lift up on him a sin

Proverbs Chapter 26
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Proverbs Chapter 10
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Wisdom of Ben Sira 19:13-17

23 Burning lips and a wicked heart are like an earthen vessel
overlaid with silver dross.

24 He that hates dissembles with his lips, but he lays up deceit
within him.

25 When he speaks fair, believe him not; for there are seven
abominations in his heart.

26 Though his hatred be concealed with deceit, his wickedness
shall be revealed before the congregation.

17 He is in the way of life that heeds instruction; but he that
forsakes reproof errs.

18 He that hides hatred is of lying lips; and he that utters a slander
is a fool.

** Admonish your friend—he may not have done it;

and if he did, that he may not do it again.

* Admonish your neighbour—he may not have said it;
and if he did, that he may not say it again.
¥ Admonish your friend—often it may be slander;

do not believe every story.

' Then, too, a person can siip and not mean it;

who has not sinned with his tongue?

7 Admonish your neighbour before you break with him;
and give due place to the Law of the Most High

Testament of Gad 4:3, 6:1-2, 3-4

If a brother stumbles, it [hatred] wants to report it forthwith to everyone, and is eager for him to be brought to

trial for it and punished and put to death.

[Gad Confesses] And now, my children, each of you love his brother and remove hatred from your hearts, and
love one another in deed and word and thought. For in my father’s presence I would speak peaceably to
Joseph, but when I went out from him the spirit of hatred darkened my mind and aroused my soul to kill him.

If anyone sins against you, speak to him peacefully, having banished the poison of hatred, and do not

maintain treachery in your soul.

And if he confesses and repents, forgive him. But if he denies, do not dispute with him, lest he swear and you

thereby sin doubly.
Didache 2:7

You shall not hate any man, but some you shall reproach, others you shall pray for, and others you shall love

more than your own life.
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(1QS) Community rule 5:24-6:1

Reproach each other in tru(th) and humility and in loving consideration to a man. Let one not speak to hi(m) in
anger or contentiousness or stub(bornly or in a) mean spirit, and let him not hate him in (...) his heart, but on

that very day let him reproach him and not bear sin because of him...

Moreover, let a man not bring against his fellow a matter before the “Many” which had no reproach before

witnesses.

Damascus Document 9:3-8

Any man from the members of the covenant [of the Qumran sect] who brings against his fellow a charge
which has had no reproach before witnesses, but brings it out of anger, or tells it to his elders in order to
shame him, he is guilty of taking revenge and holding a grudge. .. His sin is upon him insofar as he did not
carry out the commandment of God who said to him, ““ You shall surely reproach your tellow and shall bear no

sin because of hint” RVON VY NYN NI FNONY NX NYIIR NN

Matthew 18:15-17 New International Version (NIV)

If your brother or sister sins go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you
have won them over. But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be
established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if
they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.

Midrash Tanna’im

1 9109 V> P9 X" | Leviticus 19:17

72272 PN NN NN N | Do not hate your brother in your heart
TINY DX N*2IR NN | You must rebuke, yes rebuke your kinsman
: RON YYY Xwn NDY | And do not lift up on him a sin

Sifra Kedoshim parsha 2, Ch. 4

(8)... NN NN NIYN NS

Is it possible that this means that he should not curse him or strike
him or slap him?

The Torah says 72272

I only referred to hatred in the heart

And from where do we know that if he rebuked him four or five
times he should do it again?
The Torah says n>2im NN

Is it possible you should even rebuke him when his face changes?
The Torah says Nvn PYY XY ND)

(9) Rabbi Tarfon said,

By the worship if there is in this generation one who is able to
reprove!

Rabbi Eliezer ben Azariah said,

By the worship if there is in this generation one who is able to
receive rebuke

Rabbi Akiva said,

By the worship if there is in this generation one who knows how to
rebuke
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Rabbi Yochanan ben Nuri said,

I call heaven and earth to witness

that Rabbi Akiva was punished through me more than four or five
times before Rabban Gamliel when I used to complain to him about
him

and so much I used to know

that he would love me more!
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Siphrei Devarim piska 187 ki

(11) “But if any man hate his neighbour, and lie in wait for him,
and rise up against him” (Deut. 19: 11)

From here they said, a person who transgressed a minor mitsvah
will eventually come to transgress a major mitsvah.

If he transgresses “/ove your neighbour as yourself” (Lev 19: 18)
in the end he will transgress “do not take revenge nor bear a
grudge” (Lev 19:18)

and 1:1353 PON NN NN N

and “your brother should live with you” (Lev. 25: 36) until he
comes to the hands of bloodshed.

And that is why it says:

“But if any man hate his neighbour, and lie in wait for him, and
rise up against hinm?” (Deut. 19:11)
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Deuteronomy 19:11

DPY 2 29 NYIY MY WO Mir-12) N 11 But if any man hate his neighbour, and lie in wait for him, and
DN NNX-IN ,0I) ; NN ¥9) N2 , P2y rise up against him, and smite him mortally that he die; and he flee

Onn  into one of these cities;
Leviticus 19:18

DIANN) 7Y NI-NN ToN-ND) Opn-N> 1N 18 You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the
M O 702 gy719  children of your people, but you shall love your neighbour as
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yourself: Iam YHVH.
Leviticus 25:36

NN, 12D V) IAND NRPR-ON 9 36 Take you no interest of him or increase; but fear your God; that
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Siphrei Devarim piska 135 ki

(13) “Ifany man takes a wife, and goes in to her, and hates her”
(Deuteronomy 22:13)

Rabbi Yehuda says, if he goes in to her he is struck, and if not he
is not struck.

“And hates her” —

From here you say that a person who transgressed a minor
mitsvah

will eventually come to transgress a major mitsvah.

If he transgressed “/ove your neighbour as yourself” (Lev 19:18)
in the end he will transgress “do not take revenge nor bear a
grudge”(Lev 19:18)

and 72252 NN NN NN N

and “love your neighbour as yourself” (Lev 19:18)

and “your brother should live with you” (Lev. 25: 36)

until he comes to the hands of bloodshed.

And that is why it says: “/fany man takes a wife...”
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Deuteronomy 22:13-16
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Mishnah and Tosephta

13 If any man takes a wife, and goes in to her, and hates her,

14 and lays wanton charges against her, and brings up an evil
name upon her, and says: 'l took this woman, and when I came in
to her, I did not find in her the tokens of virginity’;

15 then shall the father of the damsel, and her mother, take and
bring forth the tokens of the damsel’s virginity to the elders of the

16 And the woman’s father shall say to the elders: 'I gave my
daughter to this man to wife, and he hates her;

There are six orders or Sedarim of Mishnah: Zera’im (seeds - agriculture), Mo’ed (appointed times —
festivals), Nashim (women), Nezikin (damages), Kodashim (Holy things), Taharot (purity). Nedarim is in the

order NASHIM — o>w)

Mishnah Masechet Nedarim Ch. 9

Mishnah 1.

R. Eliezer says: one may suggest to a man as an opening [for
absolution] the honour of his father and mother but the sages
forbid. Said R. Zadok: instead of giving the honour of his father
and mother, let us suggest the honour of the almighty as an opening
- if so, there are no vows! The sages agree with Rabbi Eliezer
concerning a case that is between a person and their parents that
one can suggest to him as an opening [for absolution] the honour of
his father and mother

Mishnah 4.

R. Meir also said: an opening [for absolution] may be given from
what is written in the torah, and we say to him. ‘had you known
that you were violating [the injunctions]: “do not take revenge” and
“do not bear a grudge” and 722932 PN NN XWN N and “Jove your
neighbor as yourself” and “that your brother may live with you”, or
that he might become poor and you would not be able to provide
for him, [would you have vowed]:’ should he reply, ‘had I known
that it is so, I would not have vowed,’ he is absolved.
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Leviticus 19:18

..... N OIN TIND YD
yourself: I am YHVH.
Leviticus 25:36
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18 You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the
children of your people, but you shall love your neighbour as

36 Take you no interest of him or increase; but fear your God; that
your brother may live with you.




Tosephta Sotah 5:11

One who marries a woman because he is embarrassed by her
father, her brother or her relatives — she will ultimately bury him.
Similarly a woman who becomes married to him because she is
embarrassed by his father, his brother or his relatives — he will end
up burying her. Rabbi Meir would say: a person who marries a
women who is inappropriate to him transgresses five

prohibitions: “do not take revenge’ and “do not bear a grudge”
and 72292 PNx NN Nwn N and “love your neighbor as yourself”
and “that your brother may live with you’, and furthermore he
cancels procreation from the world.
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Small Masechtot — Avot of Rabbi Natan, Nusach 1, chapter
26, “Rabbi Akiva”

Rabbi Akiva says:

One who marries a woman who is inappropriate to him
transgresses five prohibitions:

“Do not take revenge”

and “Do not bear a grudge”

and 72292 PNR NN X)Yn NO

and “Love your neighbour as yourself”

and “that your brother may live with you”

and since he hates her he wants her to die

it turns out that he cancels procreation from the world.

192 %299 /AN NIVN MIVP MNIVN
N2YPY 229 177712 P9 N NNDIN

IIN NDPY 22

9210 TINNN NPRY NYN RV DD
PIND VNN DWN

(N V7 NAPM) 7DIPN KDY DIVN

(N RAPM) 7 NON KD DIV

(3 RIP”) 772252 NN XIVN KD DIWN)
(N> X)) 7 TIND TYID NIANNKY DIWN)
(75 73 RIPM) TRy THN NI DIWYN)
MNNY RIN NN NNIN XIVY TINN

: D2WN YA 1227 119 SN NNNHN

Talmudic Sources

Talmud - Mas. Pesachim 113b

Three the Holy One, blessed be He, loves: he who does not
display temper, he who does not become intoxicated, and he
who does not insist on his [full] rights. Three the Holy One,
blessed be He, hates: he who speaks one thing with his mouth
and another thing in his heart; and he who possesses evidence
concerning is neighbour and does not testify for him; and he
who sees something indecent in his neighbour and testifies
against him alone.

As it once happened that Tobias sinned and Zigud alone came
and testified against him before Rav Papa, [whereupon] he had
Zigud punished. ‘Tobias sinned and Zigud is punished!’
exclaimed he, ‘Yes,’ said he to him, ‘for it is written, “One
witness shall not rise up against a man”, (Deut. XIX, 15) whereas
you have testified against him alone: you merely bring him into
ill repute.’

R. Samuel son of R. Isaac said in Rav’s name: Yet he may hate
him, for it is said, “/fyou see the ass of your enemy lying under
its burden.” (Ex. XXIII, 5) Now which enemy [is meant]: Shall
we say, a Gentile enemy, — but it was taught: The enemy of
whom they spoke is an Israelite enemy, not a Gentile enemy.
Hence it obviously means an Israelite enemy.

But is it permitted to hate him? Surely it is written, “ You shall
not hate your brother in your heart’ (Lev. XIX, 17)

Again if there are witnesses that he had committed wrong,
then all indeed hate him!
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Why particularly this person?
Hence it must surely apply to such a case where he had seen
something indecent in him.

R. Nahman b. Isaac said: it is a duty to hate him, as it is said,
“The fear of YHVH is to hate evil’ (Proverbs VIII, 13)

R. Aha son of Rava asked Rav Ashi: What about telling his
teacher, that he should hate him?-

Said he to him: If he knows that his teacher regards him as
trustworthy as two [witnesses], he should tell him; but if not, he
must not tell him.

Our Rabbis taught: There are three whose life is not life; the
[over.] compassionate, the hot-tempered, and the [too] fastidious;
whereon R. Joseph observed: And all these qualities are found
in me!

Our Rabbis taught: Three hate one another, viz.: dogs, fowls,
and Parsee priests; some say, harlots too; some say, scholars in
Babylonia too.
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Talmud - Mas. Arachin 16b

Our Rabbis taught: “ You shall not hate your brother in your
heart” (Lev. XIX, 17) One might have believed one may not
smite him, slap him, curse him, therefore the text states: ‘/n your
heart’; Scripture speaks of ‘hatred in the heart’.

From where do we know that if a man sees something unseemly
in his neighbour, he is obliged to reprove him? Because it is
said: “ You shall surely rebuke.” (Lev. XIX, 17)

If he rebuked him and he did not accept it, from where do we
know that he must rebuke him again? The text states: ‘surely
rebuke’all ways.

One might assume [this to be obligatory] even though his face
changed, therefore the text states: * You shall not bear sin
because of him’. (Lev. XIX, 17)

It was taught [in a Baraita]:

R. Tarfon said, I wonder whether there is anyone in this
generation who accepts reproof, for if one says to him: ‘Remove
the mote from between your eyes’, he would answer: ‘Remove
the beam from between your eyes!’

R. Eleazar b. Azariah said: I wonder if there is anyone in this
generation who knows how to reprove!

R. Yochanan b. Nuri said: I call heaven and earth to witness for
myself that often was Akiva punished through me because I
used to complain against him before our Rabban, Gamaliel
Beribbi, and all the more he showered love upon me, to make
true what has been said: “Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate
Yyou; reprove a wise man and he will love you.”
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Baba Metzia 31a

One of the Rabbis said to Rava: “7You shall not hate your brother
in your heart: ] hokeah tokiah [you shall surely rebuke] your
neighbour”.

Perhaps hokeah means once, tokiah twice? —

He replied, hokeah implies even a hundred times. As for tokiah: I
know only that the master [must rebuke] the disciple: whence do
we know that the disciple [must rebuke] his master? From the
phrase. “hokeah tokiah”, implying under all circumstances.
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Baba Metzia 32b

Come and hear: If a friend requires unloading, and an enemy
loading, oners [first] obligation is towards his enemy, in order to
subdue his evil inclinations. Now if you should think that
[relieving the suffering of an animal is Biblically [enjoined],
[surely] the other is preferable! — Even so, [the motive] ‘in order
to subdue his evil inclination’ is more compelling.
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Talmud - Yevamot 65b

R. Ilera further stated in the name of R. Eleazar son of R. Simeon:
As one is commanded to say that which will be heard/obeyed, so
is one commanded not to say that which will not be
heard/obeyed.

R. Abba stated: It is a duty; for it is said in Scripture, “Reprove
not a scorner, lest he hate you; reprove a wise man and he will
love you” (Prov. IX, 8)
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Rashi on Talmud - Yevamot 65b

“to say that which will be obeyed” — As is written ““you will surely
rebuke”’ (Leviticus 19: 17) — to rebuke someone who receives it
from you.
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Minor Tractates — Avot D’Rabbi Natan ch. 16

And how should one hate people? This teaches that a person
shouldn’t instruct to say, “Love the rabbis and hate the students”
or “Love the students and hate the ignorant” but rather, “Love
everyone and hate the sectarians and heretics and traitors!” For
this 1s what David said, “Do I not hate those who hate you GOD
and do I not strive with those who rise up against you. I hate them
with the utmost hatred — I count them my enemies”’ (Psalm
139:21-22) Does it not say ’n %N 75 ¥4 nanxy What is the
logic? For I created him so if he treats you a certain way you love
him, and if not, you do not love him. Rabbi Shimon Ben Elazar
says, this thing was stated with a great oath, N 795 79495 2NN
'n I, GOD, created him, and if you love him I am trustworthy to
pay you a good reward, and if not I will extract judgment.
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Leviticus 19:17

Do not hate your brother in your heart
You must rebuke, yes rebuke your kinsman
And do not lift up on him a sin
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Rashi on Leviticus 19:17
*And do not Iift up on him a sin - Do not make his face white in public

Y 9YDA V) P99 NP JY NITY JAN

12 7PN KDY 9272 INTYNN RNDY - NXIIN NN
T2 7P UNY D XLN POY NUN KDY DYL NN
:)2Y2

Ibn Ezra on Leviticus 19:17

*You must rebuke, yes rebuke— Perhaps you suspected him of
something which was not so. The meaning of and do not lift up on him a
sin is that you be punished because of him.
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Ramban on Leviticus 19:17

*Do not hate your brother in your heart - Because it is the way of those
who hate a person to cover up their hatred in their hearts, just as it is said,
“He that hateth dissembleth with his lips, but he layeth up deceit within
him” (Proverbs 26: 24). therefore Scripture speaks of the usual events.
*And it says You must rebuke, yes rebuke your kinsman - This
constitutes another commandment, to teach him moral rebuke (Proverbs
é:23) “For the commandment is a lamp, and the teaching is light, and
reproofs of instruction are a way of life”

*And do not lift up on him a sin - for you will bear sin because of his
transgression if you do not rebuke him...
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Rashbam on Leviticus 19:17

*Do not hate your brother in your heart - if he has done something evil to
you, do not behave as if you continue to love him, all the time setting an
ambush for him in your heart. Such an attitude is not good, do not hate
him in your heart but rather

* You must rebuke, yes rebuke him - for what he has done and as a result
you will restore harmonious relations.

*And do not [ift up on him a sin - in your heart.
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Chizkuni on Leviticus 19:17

*“Do not hate your brother in your heart.” If it has come to your attention
that that Jew made negative comments about you, accused you falsely
behind your back of wrongdoing, do not bottle your resentment up in
your heart by hating him. You should rather rebuke, yes rebuke your
kinsman - remonstrate with your colleague about having wrongly
accused you, asking him what prompted him to badmouth you. Perhaps,
once matters are in the open it will become clear that everything is a lie
and that he never intended what you thought, or he will amend his
accusation and thereby you not /ifi up on him a sin accusing him of
something untrue.
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