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DEFINITIONS                                                                (Page 2) 

• Democracy is “Government of the people, by the people, for the people” (Abraham Lincoln). 

• A democracy is a government in which the supreme power is vested in the people and exercised 

directly by them or by their elected agents under a free electoral system. 

• A representative democracy is where citizens elect officials to make political decisions, formulate 
laws, and administer programmes for the public good. 

• A constitutional democracy is a representative democracy which operates with a constitution that 
limits the powers of the government and guarantees fundamental rights to all citizens. In such a 
society, the majority rules and the rights of minorities are protected by, and through the 
institutionalisation of, law. Important components of a good, democratic system include: 
 

❖ Equality before the law. 
❖ Due process of the law. 
❖ A guarantee of basic human rights. 
❖ Sovereignty of the people. 
❖ Government which relies on the consent of the people. 
❖ Constitutional limits on government. 
❖ Free and fair elections. 
❖ Political pluralism. 
❖ Majority rule. 
❖ Rights of the minority – to prevent tyranny of the majority. 
❖ Social values of cooperation and co-existence. 
❖ Mixed economy – public, private and charity sectors. 

• A Plutocracy is government run by the rich, people whose power comes from their wealth.  

• An Oligarchy is government by a few people, be they a military, religious, aristocratic or wealthy elite.  

• A Theocracy is government by divine guidance or by those regarded as divinely guided. Government 
leaders might be members of the clergy and the state’s legal system is based on religious law. 

• An Autocracy is government by one person holding absolute, unlimited power. 
 

• Polity – a group of people organised for governance, such as the government of a country or state. 

• Political – exercising power in the governmental or public affairs of a country or state. 
 

• Political Authority – the power granted by the people to the state which reflects the differences 

between the people’s duties to, and the rights they may expect from, that state. 

• Political Authority – the right of a government to rule (political legitimacy), whilst imposing an 

obligation on its citizens to obey. 
 

• Political Freedom – “Liberty, Equality and Fraternity” (French Revolution, 1792). 

• Two Concepts of Liberty (Isaiah Berlin, 1958): 
  
❖ Positive Liberty - the freedom to participate in the political process and to be the autonomous 

master of one’s own drives. 
❖ Negative Liberty - the ‘right to be le(f)t alone’ in one’s private life; liberalism - defending the 

individual against ‘interference,’ particularly when exercised by the state. 
 

• Libertarianism - people may do as they please, but their actions may not hurt others. A political 

consequence is that governmental power would be severely curtailed to allow people to have as 

much freedom as possible. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_legitimacy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obligation


                   THE THREE CROWN PARADIGM          (Page 3) 

R. Shimon (bar Yochai) said: “There are three crowns – the crown of Torah, the crown of Priesthood 

and the crown of Kingship, but the crown of a good name surpasses all of them” [Pirkei Avot 4:17]. 

 
 

 Society in Patriarchal times; note that the head of the family fulfils all three functions 

Patriarch’s wives, 
concubines and children

Keter Kehunah
Patriarch builds altars, monuments, sacrifices, prays and blesses 

GOD

 
 
 

 
  Israelite society after the Exodus – clear duties; who persuaded Moses to delegate? 

The 12 Tribes of Israel 
(The Edah - congregation) 

Keter Kehunah
Cohen Gadol - Aaron the High Priest, 
supported by Cohanim and Levi’im

GOD

 
 
 
 



 

                THE THREE CROWN PARADIGM         (Page 4) 

 
 
 

   Israelite society under Samuel, the last of the Judges; he performs all three functions 

The Edah – the elders and 
the rest of the people

Keter Kehunah
Cohen Gadol – Samuel is in charge 

of the Mishkan at Shiloh 

GOD

 

 
 
 

 Israelite society with King David as the leader – what was his main duty for the people? 

Edah/ Am Ha’Aretz led by 
the elders

Keter Kehunah
Cohen Gadol - Zadok the High Priest, 
supported by Temple functionaries

GOD

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

    THE THREE CROWN PARADIGM                (Page 5) 

 

Israelite society under the proto-messianic King Josiah - why was he so highly regarded?  

Am Ha’Aretz led by elders

Keter Kehunah
Cohen Gadol – Hilkiah – hereditary rights as a 
descendant of Zadok; who discovers the book 

of Devarim; supported by Temple functionaries

GOD

 

 
 
 

 Judea under Simon the Maccabee - he performs all three functions – plus ca change! 

“Priests, people, rulers 
and elders” appoint 

Simon High Priest and 
Ethnarch (Governor)

Keter Kehunah
Simon the Maccabee – Cohen Gadol. Supported by 

some priests but opposed by others because he 
was not from the hereditary Zadokite line

 

 

 

 

 



                                   The Expressed Will of the People                         (Page 6) 

 

i) The Golden Calf - Extract from Chapter 32 of Book of Exodus (Shemot) 

1 When the people saw that Moses was late in coming down 
from the mountain, the people assembled against Aaron, and 
said to him: "Get up! Make gods for us that will go before us, 
because this man Moses, who brought us up from the land of 
Egypt, we don't know what has become of him." 

ר   א דֶת מִן־הָהָָ֑ ה לָרֶֶ֣ ש משֶֶׁ֖ ֵׁ֥ י בש  ם כִִּֽ וַיֶַַּ֣֣רְא הָעָָ֔
ל הָעָ   ןם  וַיִקָה ֵ֨ הֲר ֹ֗ וּם  עַל־אִַּֽ לָיו֙ קֶ֣ אמְר֤וּ א  |   וַי ִּֽ

ינוּ כִי־זֶֶ֣ה ִּֽלְכוּ֙ לְפָנ ָ֔ ר י  ים אֲשֶ֤ נוּ אֱלֹהִֹ֗ ה־לֶָ֣ |   עֲש 
א   יִם ל ֵׁ֥ רֶץ מִצְרַָ֔ אֶֶ֣ נוּ֙ מ  עֱלֵָ֨ ר הִֶּֽ יש אֲשֶ֤ ה הָאִֹ֗ משֶֶ֣

וֹ:  יָה לִּֽ עְנוּ מֶה־הֵָׁ֥  יָדֶַׁ֖

4 He (Aaron) took [the golden earrings] from their hand[s], 
fashioned it with an engraving tool, and made it into a molten 
calf, and they said: "These are your gods, O Israel, who have 
brought you up from the land of Egypt!" 

גֶל   ד ֶ֣ הוּ ע  ֶׁ֖ עֲש  רֶט וַיִַּֽ תוֹ֙ בַחֶָ֔ ם וַיָ֤צַר א  ח מִיָדָֹ֗ וַיִקֶַ֣
לֶה  ֤ וּ א  אמְרָ֔ כָָ֑ה וַי ֶ֣ ר  מַס  ֶׁ֥ ל אֲש  רָא ֵ֔ יךָ֙ יִשְׂ אֱלֹה ֶ֨

יִם  רֶָֽ ץ מִצְׂ ר  ֶׁ֥ א  עֱל֖וּך מ  ֶֽ  ה 

9 And YHVH said to Moses: "I have seen this people and behold 
it is a stiff-necked people. 

וֶָׁ֖  ט אמֶר יְה  ה  וַי ֵׁ֥ ם הַזֶָ֔ יתִי֙ אֶת־הָעֶָ֣ ה רָאִֵ֨ ה אֶל־משֶָ֑
וּא:  רֶף הִּֽ ה־ע ֶׁ֖ ֵׁ֥ה עַם־קְש   וְהִנ 

10 Now, leave Me alone and My anger will blaze and consume 
them, and I will make you into a great nation." 

ם   י ָ֑ אֲכַל  ם וִַּֽ י בָהֶֶׁ֖ חַר־אַפִֵׁ֥ י וְיִִּֽ יחָה לִָ֔ וְעַתָה֙ הַנִֶ֣
עֱשֵֶׁ֥  וֹל: וְאִֶּֽ וֹי גָדִּֽ וֹתְךֶׁ֖ לְגֵׁ֥  ה אִּֽ

19 It came to pass when he approached the camp, saw the calf 
and dances, that Moses' anger was kindled; he flung the tablets 
from his hands, shattering them at the foot of the mountain. 

ה וַיֵַַּׁ֥֣רְא אֶת־  יט חֲנֶָ֔ ר קָרַב֙ אֶל־הַמִַּֽ אֲשֶ֤ י כִַּֽ וַיְהִֹ֗
ף חַר־אֶַ֣ ת וַיִִּֽ לָֹ֑ גֶל וּמְח  ֶׁ֖ ךְ מִיָדָו֙ אֶת־   הָע  ֤ ה וַיַשְל  משֶֹ֗

ר:  חַת הָהִָּֽ ם תֵַׁ֥ תֶָׁ֖ ר א  ֵׁ֥ ת וַיְשַב   הַלֻּח ָ֔

20 Then he took the calf they had made, burned it in fire, 
ground it to fine powder, scattered [it] on the surface of the 
water, and gave [it to] the children of Israel to drink. 

ש  וַ  כ ף בָא ָ֔ ר עָשוּ֙ וַיִשְר ֶ֣ גֶל אֲשֶ֤ ח אֶת־הָע ֵ֨ יִקַַּ֞
יִם וַיֶַׁ֖שְק   ֶ֣י הַמַָ֔ זֶר֙ עַל־פְנ  ק וַיִֵ֨ ד אֲשֶר־דָָ֑ ן עֶַ֣ וַיִטְחֶַׁ֖

ל:  ִּֽ ֵׁ֥י יִשְרָא   אֶת־בְנ 

28 The sons of Levi did according to Moses' word; on that day, 
some three thousand men fell from among the people. 

ל מִן־הָעָם֙   כח ה וַיִפ ֤ ר משֶָ֑ י כִדְבֶַ֣ וִֶׁ֖ י־ל  ִּֽ וּ בְנ  עֲשֵׁ֥ וַיִַּֽ
וֹם הַ  יש: בַיֶ֣ י אִִּֽ ֶׁ֖ שֶת אַלְפ  וּא כִשְלֵׁ֥  הָ֔

35 And YHVH struck the people with a plague, because they had 
made the calf that Aaron had made. 

וּ אֶת־  לה ר עָשֶ֣ ל אֲשֶֶ֣ ם עַַ֚ וֶָׁ֖ה אֶת־הָעָָ֑ ף יְה  וַיִג ֵׁ֥
ן:  הֲר ִּֽ ה אִַּֽ ר עָשֶָׁ֖ גֶל אֲשֵֶׁ֥  הָע ָ֔

 

1. Was this democracy in action? 
2. How would you describe the people’s behaviour? 
3. Was there consensus, i.e., did all the people participate? 
4. Which miraculous act did the people ascribe to Moses? 
5. What does that say about their belief in God? 
6. Why did they demand “gods that will go before us”? What does that say about God?  
7. How would you describe their attitude towards Aaron? 
8. Where did he get the idea to make a molten calf? 
9. What did he use? What else will this be used for? Ironic? What is the Torah’s message? 
10.  When Moses returned to the camp, who did he emulate? Why is that ironic? 
11.  Who exacted retribution for Moses? Why them? Why was their behaviour unsurprising?   
12.  Which of the 10 Commandments were broken in this story? 
 
 

https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v1
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v1
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v4
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v4
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v9
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v9
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v10
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v10
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v19
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v19
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v20
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v20
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v28
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v28
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v35
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v35


                            ii)  The Twelve Spies – Extracts from Chapters 13 and 14 of Book of Numbers (Bamidbar)      (Page 7) 

26 They went and came to Moses, Aaron and all the 
congregation of the Children of Israel, to the desert of Paran 
at Kadesh. They brought them (Moses and Aaron) back a 
report, as well as to all the congregation, and they showed 
them the fruit of the land. 

ת   כו ן וְאֶל־כָל־עֲדַַ֧ הֲר   ה וְאֶל־אִַּֽ אוֹּ֩ אֶל־משֵֶ֨ לְכ֡וּ וַיָב ֹ֩ ִּֽ וַי 
ם   תָ֤ יבוּ א  שָה וַיָשִֵ֨ ָ֑ ן קָד  ר פָארֶָׁ֖ ל אֶל־מִדְבֵַׁ֥ ֵ֛ י־יִשְרָא  ִּֽ בְנ 

רֶץ:  י הָאִָּֽ וּם אֶת־פְרִֵׁ֥ ה וַיַרְאֶׁ֖ דָָ֔ ע   דָבָר֙ וְאֶת־כָל־הֶָ֣

27 They told him (Moses) and said, "We came to the land 
where you sent us, and it is flowing with milk and honey, and 
this is its fruit. 

ר   כז רֶץ אֲשֶֶ֣ אנוּ אֶל־הָאֶָׁ֖ וּ בָָּ֕ אמְרָ֔ וַיְסַפְרוּ־לוֹ֙ וַי ֶ֣
וא וְזֶה־פִרְיִָּֽהּ:  ש הִֶׁ֖ ב וּדְבֵַ֛ ת חָלֵָׁ֥ ם זָבֵַ֨ גְַ֠ נוּ וְְ֠  שְלַחְתָָ֑

28 However, the people who inhabit the land are mighty, and 
the cities are very large and fortified, and we even saw there 
the children of the Anak (giant).” 

ז  כח פֶס כִי־עֶַ֣ ר֤וֹת   אֶַ֚ ים בְצֻּ עָרִֹ֗ רֶץ וְהִֶּֽ ב בָאָָ֑ ֶׁ֖ ם הַיש  הָעָָ֔
ם:  ינוּ שִָּֽ עֲנֶָׁ֖ק רָאִֵׁ֥ י הִָּֽ ֵׁ֥ ד וְגַם־יְלִד   גְד לֹת֙ מְא ָ֔

31 And the men who went up with him (Calev) said, "We are 
unable to go up against the people, for they are stronger than 
we are.” 

וֹת   לא עֲלֶ֣ א נוּכֶַׁ֖ל לִַּֽ וּ ל ֵׁ֥ מְרָ֔ ים אֲשֶר־עָל֤וּ עִמוֹ֙ אִָּֽ אֲנָשִ  וְהֵָ֨
נוּ:  וּא מִמִֶּֽ י־חָזֵָׁ֥ק הֶׁ֖ ם כִִּֽ  אֶל־הָעָָ֑

32 They (10 of the 12 spies) put out a report to the Children of 
Israel about the land which they had scouted, saying, "The 
land we passed through to scout is a land that consumes its 
inhabitants, and all the people we saw in it are men of 
stature.” 

ֵׁ֥י   לב הּ אֶל־בְנ  תָָ֔ וּ א  ר תָרֶ֣ רֶץ֙ אֲשֶֶ֣ ת הָאֵָ֨ יאוּ דִבַ֤ צִ  וַי 
הּ  תָֹ֗ וּר א  הּ לָתֶ֣ רְנוּ בָ  רֶץ אֲשֶרֹ֩ עָבֵַ֨ ר הָאָ֡ אמ ָ֑ ל ל  ֶׁ֖ יִשְרָא 

וא וְכָל־הָעֵָ֛  יהָ֙ הִָ֔ וֹשְבֵֶ֨ לֶת יִּֽ כֶ֤ רֶץ א  ינוּ  אֶֶ֣ ם אֲשֶר־רָאִֵׁ֥
י מִדִּֽוֹת:  ֵׁ֥  בְתוֹכֶָׁ֖הּ אַנְש 

1 All the congregation raised their voices and shouted, and 
the people wept that night. 

ם  א וּ אֶת־קוֹלָָ֑ ה וַיִתְנֶׁ֖ דָָ֔ ע  ם   וַתִשָא֙ כָל־הֶָ֣ וּ הָעֶָׁ֖ וַיִבְכֵׁ֥
וּא:  יְלָה הַהִּֽ  בַלֵַׁ֥

2 All the Children of Israel complained against Moses and 
Aaron, and all the congregation said, "If only we had died in 
the land of Egypt, or if only we had died in this wilderness. 

ן  ב הֲר ָ֔ ה וְעַל־אִַּֽ נוּ֙ עַל־משֶֶ֣ וּ  וַיִלֵ֨ אמְרֵ֨ ל וַי ִּֽ ָ֑ ֶ֣י יִשְרָא  ל בְנ  כ ֶׁ֖
וֹ   יִם אֵ֛ רֶץ מִצְרַָ֔ תְנוּ֙ בְאֶֶ֣ ה לוּ־מֵַ֨ דָֹ֗ ע  ם כָל־הִָּֽ הֶ  אֲל 

תְנוּ:  ה לוּ־מִָּֽ ר הַזֶֶׁ֖  בַמִדְבֵָׁ֥

3 Why does YHVH bring us to this land to fall by the sword; 
our wives and children will be booty. Is it not better for us to 
return to Egypt?" 

ל   ג רֶץ הַז את֙ לִנְפ ֶ֣ נוּ אֶל־הָאָ֤ תָ  יא א  בִֵ֨ ה מ  וְָ֠ ה  ה יְְ֠ וְלָמֶָ֣
וּב   נוּ שֵׁ֥ וֹב לֶָׁ֖ ֵׁ֥ וֹא טֵׁ֥ ז הֲלַ֧ וּ לָבַָ֑ הְיֶ֣ נוּ יִִּֽ ֶׁ֖ ינוּ וְטַפ  ֵׁ֥ רֶב נָש  בַחֶָ֔

יְמָה:   מִצְרִָּֽ

4 They said, each man to his brother, "Let us appoint a leader 
and return to Egypt!" 

וּבָה   ד אש וְנָשֵׁ֥ יו נִתְנֵָׁ֥ה ר ֶׁ֖ יש אֶל־אָחִָ֑ וּ אִֶ֣ אמְרֶׁ֖ וַי ִּֽ
יְ   מָהמִצְרִָּֽ

10 All the congregation threatened to pelt them (Calev and 
Joshua) with stones, but the glory of the Lord appeared in the 
Tent of Meeting to all the Children of Israel. 

וֹד   י ים וּכְבֶ֣ אֲבָנִָ֑ ם בִָּֽ תֶָׁ֖ וֹם א  ה לִרְגֵׁ֥ דָָ֔ ע  אמְרוּ֙ כָל־הֶָ֣ וַי ִּֽ
ל:  ִּֽ ֶׁ֖י יִשְרָא  ד אֶל־כָל־בְנ  הֶל מוֹע ָ֔ ה נִרְאָה֙ בְא ֶ֣ וָֹ֗  יְה 

 

1. Was this democracy in action? 
2. Was there consensus? 
3. How would you describe the people’s behaviour towards their current leadership? 
4. Why did they react that way? 
5. How would you describe the people’s behaviour towards their future leadership (last verse)?  
6. From which tribes did the future leaders come from? Why was that significant? 
7. How would you describe the people’s belief in God? 
8. After this event, what did God decide to do with the people? Why? 
9. Which of the 10 Commandments were broken in this story?  

https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9941#v26
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9941#v26
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                                                        iii)   Our burden is too hard! – Extract from 1 Kings (Melachim) 12               (Page 8) 

1 And Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had gone to 
Shechem to make him king. 

ל   א ֶׁ֖ א כָל־יִשְרָא  י שְכֵֶ֛ם בֵָׁ֥ ם שְכֶָ֑ם כִֵׁ֥ ֵׁ֥לֶךְ רְחַבְעֶָׁ֖ וַי 
וֹ:  תִּֽ יךְ א   לְהַמְלִֵׁ֥

3 And they sent and called him; Jeroboam and all the 
assembly of Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam saying, 

א ג וֹ וַיָב ֵׁ֥ ַּ֣יִשְלְחוּ֙ וַיִקְרְאוּ־לָ֔ או(  וִַּֽ ם וְכָל־  )כתיב וַיָב ֵׁ֥ יָרָבְעֶָׁ֖
ר:  אמ ִּֽ ם ל  וּ אֶל־רְחַבְעֶָׁ֖ ַּ֣יְדַבְרָ֔ ל וִַּֽ ָ֑ ל יִשְרָא   קְהֶַ֣

4 "Your father made our burden hard. Now, lighten your 
father's hard work and his heavy burden which he placed 
upon us, and we shall serve you." 

ת  ד דֵַ֨ עֲב  ֹ֩ מ  ל ה הָק  ה עַתֶָ֣ נוּ וְאַתָ֡ ָ֑ ל  ה אֶת־עֻּ יך הִקְשֶָ֣ אָבִֶׁ֖
ךָ:  ינוּ וְנַעַבְדִֶּֽ ֶׁ֖ ן עָל  ד אֲשֶר־נָתֵַׁ֥ ֵ֛ וֹ הַכָב  לַ֧ עֻּ ה וּמ  יך הַקָשָֹ֗  אָבִ 

6 And King Rehoboam counselled the elders who had stood 
before Solomon his father while he was alive, saying: "How 
do you advise [me] to reply to this people?" 

ים   ו מְדִֹ֗ וּ ע  נִים֙ אֲשֶר־הָיֶ֣ ם אֶת־הַזְק  לֶךְ רְחַבְעָֹ֗ ץ הַמֶֶ֣ וַיִוָּעַַּ֞
ם   יךְ אַתֶֶ֣ ר א  אמ ָ֑ י ל  וֹ חֶַׁ֖ תֵׁ֥ הְי  יו בִִּֽ ה אָבִָ֔ י֙ שְלֹמ ֶ֣ אֶת־פְנ 

עָ  יב אֶת־הִָּֽ ים לְהָשִֵׁ֥ וֹעָצִָ֔ ר: נִּֽ ה דָבִָּֽ  ם־הַזֶֶׁ֖

7 And they spoke to him saying, "If you will be a servant to 
this people today, and serve them, and respond to them and 
speak good words to them, then they will be your servants 
for all times.” 

( וַיְדַבְרוּ֙  ז ֙ הְיֶה־ )כתיב וַיְדַבְרֻּ יוֹם תִִּֽ ר אִם־הְַ֠ אמ ֹ֗ יו ל  לָ  א 
ם הַזֶה֙  בֶד לָעַָ֚ ם   עֶ  יהֶֶׁ֖ ם וְדִבַרְתֵָׁ֥ אֲל  ם וַעֲנִיתָָּ֕ וִַּֽעֲבַדְתָָ֔

ים:  ים כָל־הַיָמִִּֽ וּ לְךֵ֛ עֲבָדִֶׁ֖ ים וְהָיֵׁ֥ ים טוֹבִָ֑  דְבָרִֶ֣

13 The king replied to the people harshly, and he abandoned 
the counsel of the elders which they had advised him. 

ת   יג ב אֶת־עֲצֵַׁ֥ ַּ֣יַעֲז ֵ֛ ה וִַּֽ ם קָשָָ֑ לֶךְ אֶת־הָעֶָׁ֖ וַיַַ֧עַן הַמֵֶ֛
הוּ:  ִּֽ ר יְעָצֻּ ים אֲשֵֶׁ֥ נִֶׁ֖  הַזְק 

14 And he spoke to them according to the counsel of the 
young men saying, "My father made your burden heavy, and 
I shall increase your yoke; my father flogged you with whips, 
and I shall flog you with scorpions." 

ר  יד אמ ָ֔ ת הַיְלָדִים֙ ל  ם כַעֲצַַ֚ יהֶֹ֗ ר אֲל  ֶ֣ יד   וַיְדַב  אָבִי֙ הִכְבִֶ֣
ר אֶתְכֶם֙   י יִסַַ֚ לְכֶָ֑ם אָבִֹ֗ ל־עֻּ יף עִַּֽ סִֶ֣ י א  ם וַאֲנִֶׁ֖ לְכֶָ֔ ת־עֻּ אִֶּֽ

ים:  ר אֶתְכֶֶׁ֖ם בָעַקְרַבִִּֽ ֵׁ֥ י אֲיַס  ים וַאֲנִָּ֕  בַשּׁוֹטִָ֔

15 The king did not listen to the people, for it was brought 
about by YHVH to fulfil His word, as YHVH had spoken 
through Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam, the son of Nevat. 

ם  טו עִֶ֣ ה סִבָה֙ מ  י־הָיְתַָ֚ ם כִִּֽ לֶךְ אֶל־הָעָָ֑ ע הַמֶֶׁ֖ א־שָמֵַׁ֥ וְל ִּֽ
וֹ אֲ  ים אֶת־דְבָרֹ֗ עַן הָקִֶ֣ ה לְמַ  וָָ֔ וָה֙ בְיַד֙  יְה  ר יְה  ר דִבֶַ֚ שֵֶ֨

ט  ם בֶן־נְבִָּֽ י אֶל־יָרָבְעֶָׁ֖  :אֲחִיֶָ֣ה הַשִּׁילֹנִָ֔

16 And all of Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, 
and they replied to the king saying: "What share do we have 
in David? And no heritage in Jesse's son. To your tents, O 
Israel! Now, see your house, David," and the Israelites went 
to their homes. 

ע הַמֶלֶךְ   טז א־שָמֶַ֣ י ל ִּֽ ל כְִ֠ בוּ   וַיֶַַּ֣֣רְא כָל־יִשְרָא ֹ֗ הֶם֒ וַיָשִֶ֣ אֲל 
ר לֶךְ דָבֶָ֣ ם אֶת־הַמֶֶ֣ ד  הָעֶָ֣ לֶק בְדָוִ  ר מַה־לָנוֹּ֩ ח ֵ֨ אמ ֡ | ל 

יתְךֶׁ֖   ה ב  ֵׁ֥ ה רְא  ל עַתָָּ֕ יך֙ יִשְרָא ָ֔ הָלֵֶ֨ י לְא  א־נַחֲלֶָ֣ה בְבֶן־יִשַֹ֗ וְל ִּֽ
יו:  הָלִָּֽ ל לְא  ֶׁ֖ ֵׁ֥לֶךְ יִשְרָא  ד וַי   דָוִָ֑

26 Jeroboam said in his heart, "Now, the kingdom may 
return to the House of David. 

ית   כו ֵׁ֥ וּב הַמַמְלָכֶָׁ֖ה לְב  ה תָשֵׁ֥ וֹ עַתֵָ֛ ם בְלִבָ֑ אמֶר יָרָבְעֶָׁ֖ וַי ֵׁ֥
ד:  דָוִִּֽ

27  If this people goes up to make sacrifices in the House of 
YHVH in Jerusalem, the heart of this people will turn to their 
master, to Rehoboam, king of Judah, and they will kill me 
and return to Rehoboam, king of Judah." 

ם־יַעֲלֶֶ֣ה כז וָה֙   אִִּֽ ית־יְה  ים בְב  וֹת זְבָחִַ֚ ה לַעֲש ֵ֨ ם הַזֶֹ֗ | הָעֶָ֣
שָ  םִ וְְ֠ וּשָלַָ֔ ם אֶל־ בִירֶ֣ יהֶָ֔ נ  ם הַזֶה֙ אֶל־אֲד ֶ֣ ב הָעַָ֚ ֶ֣ ב ל 

לֶךְ־  ם מִֶּֽ בוּ אֶל־רְחַבְעֵָׁ֥ נִי וְשֶָׁ֖ ה וַהֲרָגָֻּּ֕ לֶךְ יְהוּדָָ֑ ם מֶֶ֣ רְחַבְעֶָׁ֖
ה:   יְהוּדִָּֽ

28 The king took counsel and made two golden calves, and 
he said to them, "It is too much for you to go up to 
Jerusalem; behold your gods, O Israel, that have brought you 
up from the land of Egypt." 

ם   כח הֶֹ֗ אמֶר אֲל  ב וַי ֶ֣ י זָהָָ֑ ֶ֣ ֶׁ֖י עֶגְל  עַש שְנ  לֶךְ וַיַָּ֕ ץ הַמֶָ֔ וַיִוָּעֶַ֣
ה םִ הִנ ַ֚ וֹת יְרוּשָלַָ֔ עֲלֶ֣ ר   רַב־לָכֶם֙ מ  ֶׁ֥ ל אֲש  רָא ֵ֔ יךָ֙ יִשְׂ אֱלֹה ָ֙

עֱ  יִם: ה  רֶָֽ ץ מִצְׂ ר  ֶׁ֥ א   ל֖וּך מ 

31 And he made high places (i.e., altars) and he made priests 
of some of the people who were not Levites. 

ם  לא וֹת הָעָָ֔ הֲנִים֙ מִקְצֶ֣ עַש כ ִּֽ וֹת וַיַַ֚ ית בָמָ֑ ֶ֣ וַיֶַׁ֖עַש אֶת־ב 
י  וִִּֽ ֵׁ֥י ל  וּ מִבְנ  א־הָיֶׁ֖ ר ל ִּֽ  :אֲשֵֶׁ֥
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                                                             iii)   Our burden is too hard! – 1 Kings 12                                                            (Page 9) 

1. Was this democracy in action? 
2. Was there consensus? 
3. How would you describe the people’s behaviour towards Rehoboam, their king? 
4. Was their cause just? Why were they unhappy? Have a look at 1 Kings 9:15.  
5. What qualities are the elders looking for in a king? What do you think of their advice?  
6. How would you describe Rehoboam’s behaviour towards his people? 
7. Was the people’s reaction to Rehoboam’s decision reasonable?  
8. Could they have responded in any other way? 
9. Were there ever any alternatives? Look at v.15. Who was really pulling the strings? 
10.  How many of the tribes followed Jeroboam? Read 1 Kings 11:31. 
11.  Which tribes stayed loyal to Rehoboam? 
12.  The two kings came from which tribes? Why was that significant? Look at Text ii) – Qn. 5. 
13.  How did Jeroboam undermine his people? Compare 1 Kings 12:28 with Ex. 32:4 in Text i). 
14.  Why did he decide to do this?   
15.  Who did Jeroboam emulate? Look at 1 Kings 11: 1-8. Surprised? So, what is the message? 
16.  Which of the 10 Commandments were broken in this story? 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                           Jewish views on Monarchy in the Tenach               (Page 10) 

(https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/63255/jewish/The-Bible-with-Rashi.htm) 

 

iv) The Torah’s ideal model of a king - Book of Deuteronomy (Devarim), Chapter 17 

14 When you come to the land YHVH, your God, gives you, and 
you possess it and live in it, and you say, "I will set a king over 
me, like all the nations around me," 

יך֙  יד וָה֤ אֱלֹהֵֶ֨ ר יְה  רֶץ אֲשֵֶ֨ א אֶל־הָאָֹ֗ י־תָב ֶ֣ ן  כִִּֽ ֶ֣ ת   נ 
ימָה עָלַי֙   מַרְתָֹ֗ אָשִ֤ הּ וְאִָּֽ בְתָה בָָ֑ הּ וְיָשֶַ֣ ירִשְתֶָׁ֖ ךְ וִִּֽ לָָ֔

י:  תִָּֽ יב  ר סְבִִּֽ לֶךְ כְכָל־הַגוֹיִֶׁ֖ם אֲשֵֶׁ֥  מֶָ֔

15 you will set a king over you, one whom YHVH, your God, 
chooses; from among your brothers, you will set a king over 
yourself; you won’t appoint a foreigner over yourself, one who 
is not your brother. 

וֵָׁ֥ה   טו ר יְה  ר יִבְחֵַ֛ לֶךְ אֲשֵֶׁ֥ יך֙ מֶָ֔ ים עָלֵֶ֨ וֹם תָשִ֤ שֶ֣
א   לֶךְ ל ֶ֣ יך֙ מֶָ֔ ים עָלֵֶ֨ יך תָשִ֤ רֶב אַחֶֹ֗ וֹ מִקֶֶ֣ יך בָ֑ אֱלֹהֶֶׁ֖

י יך֙ אִֶ֣ ת עָלֵֶ֨ ֤ ל לָת  יך  תוּכַֹ֗ א־אָחִֶׁ֖ ר ל ִּֽ י אֲשֵֶׁ֥ ש נָכְרִָ֔
וּא:   הִּֽ

16 Only, he may not acquire many horses for himself, so that 
he will not bring the people back to Egypt in order to acquire 
many horses, for the Lord said to you, "You will not return that 
way anymore." 

יב אֶת־הָעָם֙   טז א־יָשִ֤ וֹ סוּסִים֒ וְל ִּֽ א־יַרְבֶה־לֶ֣ רַק  ל ִּֽ
וּס וִַּֽי וֹת סָ֑ עַן הַרְבֶ֣ יְמָה לְמֶַׁ֖ א  מִצְרַָ֔ ם ל ֶ֣ ר לָכֶָ֔ וָה֙ אָמֶַ֣ ה 
וֹד:  רֶךְ הַזֶֶׁ֖ה עִּֽ וּב בַדֵֶׁ֥ וּן לָשֵ֛ סִפֹ֗  ת ִּֽ

17 And he will not take many wives and his heart must not 
turn away, and he will not acquire much silver and gold for 
himself. 

וֹ וְכֶֶ֣סֶף   יז וּר לְבָבָ֑ א יָסֶׁ֖ ים וְל ֵׁ֥ א יַרְבֶה־לוֹ֙ נָשִָ֔ וְל ֤
ד:  וֹ מְא ִּֽ א יַרְבֶה־לֶׁ֖ ב ל ֵׁ֥  וְזָהָָ֔

18 And it will be, when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, 
that he will write for himself a copy of this Torah on a scroll 
from [that Torah which is] before the Levitic priests. 

וֹ   יח תַב ל  וֹ וְכֵָ֨ א מַמְלַכְתָ֑ ֶ֣ ל כִס  וֹ עֶַׁ֖ וְהָיֶָ֣ה כְשִבְתָ֔
ֶׁ֖י   פֶר מִלִפְנ  ה הַז את֙ עַל־ס ָ֔ ה הַתוֹרָ֤ אֶת־מִשְנ ֵ֨

ם:  לְוִיִִּֽ ים הִַּֽ הֲנִֵׁ֥  הַכ ִּֽ

19 And it will be with him, and he will read it all the days of his 
life, so that he may learn to fear YHVH, his God, to keep all the 
words of this Torah and these statutes, to perform them, 

ד   יט עַן יִלְמַֹ֗ י חַיָָ֑יו לְמֶַ֣ ֶ֣ וֹ כָל־יְמ  רָא בֶׁ֖ וֹ וְקֵָׁ֥ ה עִמָ֔ יְתֶָ֣ וְהִָּֽ
י   ַּ֞ ר אֶת־כָל־דִבְר  שְמ ְ֠ יו לְִ֠ וֶָ֣ה אֱלֹהָָ֔ לְיִרְאָה֙ אֶת־יְה 

קִֵׁ֥  חֻּ את וְאֶת־הִַּֽ ה הַז ֵ֛ ם: הַתוֹרֵָׁ֥ עֲשתִָּֽ לֶה לִַּֽ ֶׁ֖  ים הָא 

20 so that his heart will not be haughty over his brothers, and 
so that he will not turn away from the commandment, either 
to the right or to the left, in order that he may prolong [his] 
days in his kingdom, he and his sons, among Israel. 

וּר מִן־  כ י סֵׁ֥ יו וּלְבִלְתִֵ֛ אֶחָָ֔ ִּֽ וּם־לְבָבוֹ֙ מ  י רִּֽ לְבִלְתִ֤
ים עַל־  יךְ יָמִַ֧ אֲרִֵ֨ עַןֹ֩ יִַּֽ אול לְמַֹ֩ ין וּשְמ ָ֑ הַמִצְוֶָׁ֖ה יָמִֶ֣

ל:  ִּֽ רֶב יִשְרָא  וּא וּבָנֶָׁ֖יו בְקֵֶׁ֥ וֹ הֵׁ֥  מַמְלַכְתֵ֛

 
1. Was appointing a king mandatory or voluntary? 

  Have a look at this discussion - https://www.etzion.org.il/en/commandment-appoint-king 
2. If the former, why wasn’t Joshua or somebody else made king when they settled in Canaan? 
3. In this text, what is the king’s main function?  
4. Are any other duties mentioned?  
5. What important duties are missing? Why? 
6. Which three things must a king not do?  

7. Do these prohibitions remind you of anybody? Have a look at 1 Kings Chapters 4, 10 & 11. 

8. Why does the text above choose to make an example of this king? Text iii) will help. 

9. So, why is this king not a good role model? 
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                                     v) Gideon and Avimelech - Book of Judges (Shoftim), Extracts from Chapters 7-9         (Page 11) 

7:22 Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, "Rule over us, 
both you, your son and your grandson; for you have saved us 
from the hand of Midian." 

נוּ֙   כב וֹן מְשָל־בָ֙ ל֙ אֶל־גִדְעָ֔ יש־יִשְרָא  וּ אִִּֽ וַי אמְרַ֚
י  ה גַם־בִנְךֶׁ֖ גֶַ֣ם בֶן־בְנֶַָּ֑֣ך כִֵׁ֥ נוּ מִיֵַׁ֥ד  גַם־אַתָָ֔ הוֹשַעְתֶָׁ֖

ַּ֣ן:   מִדְיִָּֽ

7:23 And Gideon said to them, "I shall not rule over you, and 
my son will not rule over you; YHVH will rule over you." 

ם   כג ל אֲנִי֙ בָכֶָ֔ א־אֶמְש ַ֚ וֹן ל ִּֽ הֶם֙ גִדְעָ֔ אמֶר אֲל  וַי ַ֚
ם:  ל בָכִֶּֽ וֶָׁ֖ה יִמְש ֵׁ֥ י בָכֶָ֑ם יְה  ל בְנִֶׁ֖ א־יִמְש ֵׁ֥  וְל ִּֽ

8:30 And Gideon had 70 sons, who came forth from his thigh; 
for he had many wives. 

ים   ל י־נָשִֵׁ֥ וֹ כִִּֽ כָ֑ י יְר  ֶׁ֖ צְא  ים י  ים בָנִָ֔ וֹן הָיוּ֙ שִבְעִֶ֣ וּלְגִדְעֹ֗
וֹ:  יוּ לִּֽ וֹת הֵָׁ֥  רַבֶׁ֖

8:31 And his concubine who was in Shechem, she also bore 
him a son. And he designated his name Avimelech. 

ן   לא ָ֑ יא ב  וֹ גַם־הִֶׁ֖ ם יִָּֽלְדָה־לֵׁ֥ ר בִשְכֶָ֔ ילַגְשוֹ֙ אֲשֶֶ֣ וּפִִּֽ
לֶךְ:  וֹ אֲבִימִֶּֽ  וַיֵָׁ֥שֶם אֶת־שְמֶׁ֖

9:1 And Avimelech the son of Yerubbaal (Gideon) went to 
Shechem to his mother's brothers; and he spoke to them, and 
to all the family of the house of his mother's father, saying: 

וֹ   א י אִמָ֑ ֶׁ֖ מָה אֶל־אֲח  עַל֙ שְכֶָ֔ בַ֙ לֶךְ בֶן־יְרֻּ לֶךְ אֲבִימֶַ֚ וַי ֵ֨
וֹ   י אִמֶׁ֖ ית־אֲבִֵׁ֥ חַת ב  ם וְאֶל־כָל־מִשְפֵַ֛ יהֶָ֔ ר אֲל  ֶ֣ וַיְדַב 

ר:  אמ ִּֽ  ל 

9:2 "Speak please, in the ears of all the men of Shechem; What 
is better for you, that there rule over you 70 men, all the sons 
of Yerubbaal, or that one man rule over you? Remember that 
I am your bone and flesh." 

וֹב לָכֶם֒   ב י שְכֶם  מַה־טֶ֣ ֶ֣ י כָל־בַעֲל  א בְאָזְנ ֵ֨ דַבְרוּ־נַָּ֞
עַל אִם־  בַָ֔ ֶ֣י יְרֻּ ל בְנ  יש כ ַ֚ ים אִֹ֗ ם שִבְעִֶ֣ ל בָכֶ  הַמְש ֵ֨

יש אֶחָָ֑  ל בָכֶֶׁ֖ם אִֶ֣ י־עַצְמְכֵֶׁ֥ם  מְש ֵׁ֥ ם כִִּֽ ד וּזְכַרְתֶָּ֕
י:   וּבְשַרְכֶֶׁ֖ם אָנִִּֽ

9:3 And his mother's brothers spoke of him in the ears of all 
the men of Shechem all these words. And their hearts inclined 
after Avimelech, for they said, "He is our brother." 

ם   ג י שְכֶָ֔ ֶ֣ י֙ כָל־בַעֲל  יו בְאָזְנ  וֹ עָלָֹ֗ י־אִמ  ִּֽ וּ אֲח  וַיְדַבְרֵ֨
לֶךְ   י אֲבִימֶָ֔ ֶ֣ ט לִבָם֙ אַחֲר  לֶה וַי ַ֚ ָ֑ ים הָא  ת כָל־הַדְבָרִֶׁ֖ ֵׁ֥ א 

וּא:  ינוּ הִּֽ וּ אָחִֵׁ֥ י אָמְרֶׁ֖  כִֵׁ֥

9:4 And they gave him 70 pieces of silver of the house of Baal-
Brit. And Avimelech hired with them idle and hasty men, and 
they followed him. 

ית   ד עַל בְרִָ֑ ית בֶַ֣ ֶׁ֖ סֶף מִב  ים כֶָ֔ וַיִתְנוּ־לוֹ֙ שִבְעִֶ֣
ים   חֲזִָ֔ יקִים֙ וּפ ֶ֣ ים ר  לֶךְ אֲנָשִַ֚ ם אֲבִימֶֹ֗ ר בָהֶ  וַיִשְכ ֵ֨

יו:  וּ אַחֲרִָּֽ לְכֶׁ֖  וַי 

9:5 And he went to his father's house, to Ophrah, and killed his 
brothers, the sons of Yerubbaal (Gideon), 70 men on one 
stone; but Yotam, the youngest son of Yerubbaal, was left, for 
he hid. 

יו   ה ג אֶת־אֶחַָ֧ ַּ֣יַהֲר ַּ֞ תָה וִַּֽ ית־אָבִיו֙ עָפְרָָ֔ א ב  וַיָב ַ֚
ר   ת וַיִוָּת ַּ֞ בֶן אֶחָָ֑ יש עַל־אֶֶ֣ ים אִֶׁ֖ עַל שִבְעִֵׁ֥ בֵַ֛ י־יְרֻּ ִּֽ בְנ 

א: יוֹ י נֶחְבִָּֽ ן כִֵׁ֥ עַל הַקָט ֶׁ֖ בֵַ֛ ם בֶן־יְרֻּ  תַָ֧

9:6 And all the inhabitants of Shechem and Bet-Millo 
assembled, and they went and made Avimelech king, by the 
plain of stones that was in Shechem. 

וּ   ו ֶ֣לְכָ֔ וֹא וַי  ית מִלָ֔ ֶ֣ י שְכֶם֙ וְכָל־ב  וּ כָל־בַעֲל ַ֚ סְפ  אֵָ֨ וַי 
לֶךְ עִ  לֶךְ לְמֶָ֑ יכוּ אֶת־אֲבִימֶֶׁ֖ ר  וַיַמְלִֵׁ֥ ב אֲשֵֶׁ֥ צֶָׁ֖ וֹן מֻּ לֵׁ֥ ם־א 

ם:   בִשְכִֶּֽ

 

Gideon was one of the Judges who, with God’s help, delivered Israel from its neighbours after Joshua had died. 
His story is found in Judges Chapters 6-8. With a few tribes rallying to his cause, Gideon defeats the Midianites.  
 

1. After his victory, the people offered Gideon the position of king and what else? 
2. Why did he refuse? 
3. Why didn’t he accept? Didn’t Deuteronomy 17, Text iv), give him permission? 
4. Gideon: “only God can rule over Israel.” What can we infer about the status of all the people? 
5. If Gideon had agreed, what would have been the pros and cons of that arrangement? 
6. What is the moral message of Avimelech’s ambition? 
 

https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15816/jewish/Chapter-8.htm#v22
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15816/jewish/Chapter-8.htm#v22
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15816/jewish/Chapter-8.htm#v23
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15816/jewish/Chapter-8.htm#v23
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15816/jewish/Chapter-8.htm#v30
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15816/jewish/Chapter-8.htm#v30
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15816/jewish/Chapter-8.htm#v31
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15816/jewish/Chapter-8.htm#v31
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15817/jewish/Chapter-9.htm#v1
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15817/jewish/Chapter-9.htm#v1
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15817/jewish/Chapter-9.htm#v2
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15817/jewish/Chapter-9.htm#v2
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15817/jewish/Chapter-9.htm#v3
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15817/jewish/Chapter-9.htm#v3
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15817/jewish/Chapter-9.htm#v4
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15817/jewish/Chapter-9.htm#v4
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15817/jewish/Chapter-9.htm#v5
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15817/jewish/Chapter-9.htm#v5
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15817/jewish/Chapter-9.htm#v6
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15817/jewish/Chapter-9.htm#v6


                                                                      vi) Leaderless and lawless? - Book of Judges – extracts from Chapters 19-21     (Page 12) 

19:1 In those days, there was no king in Israel ….. ל  א ָ֑ ין בְיִשְרָא  ֶ֣ לֶךְ א  ם וּמֶֶׁ֖ ים הָה ָ֔   וַיְהִי֙ בַיָמִֶ֣

20:3 …. And the Israelites said, "Speak, how did this 

evil happen?" 
ה   ג ה הָרָעֵָׁ֥ יכֵָׁ֥ה נִהְיְתֶָׁ֖ וּ א  ל דַבְרָּ֕ ֶ֣י יִשְרָא ָ֔ אמְרוּ֙ בְנ  וַי ִּֽ

את:   הַז ִּֽ

20:4 And the Levite, the husband of the murdered 

woman, replied, "My concubine and I came to Gibeah 

that belongs to the Benjaminites to spend the night. 

ה ד יש הָאִשֵָּׁׁ֥ י אִֵ֛ וִֹ֗ יש הַל  עַן הָאִֶ֣ ר   וַיַ  ה וַי אמַָ֑ הַנִרְצָחֶָׁ֖

וּן:  י לָלִּֽ ילַגְשִֶׁ֖ י וּפִִּֽ אתִי אֲנִֵׁ֥ ן בֵָ֛ ר לְבִנְיָמִָ֔ תָה֙ אֲשֶֶ֣  הַגִבְעָ֙

20:5 And the men of Gibeah rose against me and 

surrounded me in the house at night. They intended 

to kill me, but they ravished my concubine until she 

died. 

יְלָה   ה יִת לָָ֑ י אֶת־הַבֶַׁ֖ בוּ עָלֵַ֛ ה וַיָס ַ֧ י הַגִבְעָָ֔ ֶ֣ מוּ עָלַי֙ בַעֲל  וַיָקַֻּ֚

ג וְאֶת־פִילַגְשִֵׁ֥  וּ לַהֲר ָ֔ ת: אוֹתִי֙ דִמֶ֣ וּ וַתָמ ִּֽ  י עִנֶׁ֖

20:12 And the tribes of Israel sent men throughout all 

Benjamin saying, "What is this evil thing that has 

happened among you?” 

ן   יב י בִנְיָמִֶׁ֖ ֵׁ֥ ים בְכָל־שִבְט  ל֙ אֲנָשִָ֔ י יִשְרָא  וּ שִבְט ַ֚ ַּ֣יִשְלְחַּ֞ וִַּֽ

ם:  ה בָכִֶּֽ ר נִהְיְתֶָׁ֖ את אֲשֵֶׁ֥ ה הַז ָ֔ ה הָרָעֶָ֣ ר מַָ֚ אמ ָ֑  ל 

20:13 Now, deliver the wicked men that are in Gibeah 

and we will put them to death, and we will remove 

evil from Israel." But Benjamin was not minded to 

listen to the voice of their brother Israelites. 

ר בַגִבְעָה֙   יג עַל אֲשֶַ֚ י־בְלִיַ  ִּֽ ים בְנ  ה תְנוֹּ֩ אֶת־הָאֲנָשִֵ֨ וְעַתָ֡

ֶ֣י  א אָבוּ֙ ) בְנ  ל וְל ַ֚ ָ֑ ה מִיִשְרָא  ה רָעֶָׁ֖ ם וּנְבַעֲרֵָׁ֥ קרי ולא   וּנְמִית ָ֔

י־יִשְרָ  כתיב ִּֽ ם בְנ  יהֵֶׁ֥ וֹל אֲח  עַ בְקֶׁ֖ ן לִשְמ ָּ֕ ל: ( בִנְיָמִָ֔ ִּֽ  א 

20:27 And the Israelites inquired of YHVH, for the Ark 

of God’s Covenant was there in those days. 
ית   כז ם אֲרוֹן֙ בְרִֶ֣ יהוָָ֑ה וְשָֹ֗ ל בִַּֽ ֶׁ֖ י־יִשְרָא  ִּֽ וּ בְנ  וַיִשְאֲלֵׁ֥

ם:  ִּֽ ים הָה  ים בַיָמִֶׁ֖  הָאֱלֹהִָ֔

20:28 And Pinchas, son of Elazar, the son of Aaron 

stood before Him in those days, said, "Shall I go out 

again to battle with my brother Benjamin or shall I 

cease?" And YHVH said, "Go up, for tomorrow I will 

deliver them into your hand." 

ים   כח יו בַיָמִֶ֣ ד | לְפָנָֹ֗ ֶ֣ מ  ן ע  ן־אַהֲר   ר בִֶּֽ פִינְחָס בֶן־אֶלְעָזֵָ֨ וְּ֠

י־  ִּֽ ה עִם־בְנ  את לַמִלְחָמֵָ֛ ַ֧ וֹד לָצ  ף ע  ר֒ הַאוֹסִֵ֨ אמ  ם  ל  הָה 

ל י אִם־אֶחְדָָ֑ ן אָחִֶׁ֖ ר אֶתְנֵֶׁ֥נוּ    בִנְיָמִֵׁ֥ י מָחֶָׁ֖ וּ כִֵׁ֥ אמֶר יְהוָה֙ עֲלָ֔ וַי ַ֚

ך  :בְיָדִֶּֽ

20:35 And the Lord routed Benjamin before Israel; 

that day, the Israelites slew 25,100 men of Benjamin; 

all were swordsmen. 

י   לה ל֒ וַיַשְחִיתוֹּ֩ בְנ ֵ֨ ֶ֣י יִשְרָא  ת־בִנְיָמִן  לִפְנ  ף יְהוֵָׁ֥ה | אִֶּֽ וַיִג ֵ֨

לֶף   ה אֵֶ֛ ים וַחֲמִשֵָּׁׁ֥ וּא עֶשְרִֵ֨ וֹם הַהָ֔ ל בְבִנְיָמִן֙ בַיֶ֣ יִשְרָא ַ֚

רֶב:  ף חִָּֽ ל  לֶה ש ֵׁ֥ ֶׁ֖ יש כָל־א  ה אִָ֑ אֶָׁ֖  וּמ 

21:25 In those days (there was) no king in Israel; every 
man did what was right in his eyes. 

ל  כה ָ֑ לֶךְ בְיִשְרָא  ין מֶֶׁ֖ ֵׁ֥ ם א  ים הָה ָ֔ יובַיָמִֶ֣ ינָ֖ ע  ר בְׂ יש הַיָשֶָׁ֥   אִִ֛
ה ֶֽ  : יַעֲש  

1. 19:1- there was no king; and no judge. What are we meant to infer about society at that time? 
2. How would you describe the political situation amongst the tribes? 
3. Who did the Israelites consult before re-engaging the tribe of Benjamin? 
4. Was the outcome pre-ordained? Did the Israelites do anything wrong? 
5. What is 21:25 implying about Israelite society? Compare the text with Deuteronomy 12:8. 
6. Would a king have made a positive difference? If so, does 21:25 contradict the previous texts? 
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                                vii)   If not now, when?  - 1st Book of Samuel – Extracts from Chapters 8 and 12        (Page 13) 

8:1 When Samuel was old, he made his sons judges for 
Israel. 

ים   א פְטִֶׁ֖ ל וַיַָ֧שֶם אֶת־בָנֵָ֛יו ש  ָ֑ ן שְמוּא  ֶׁ֖ ר זָק  י כַאֲשֵֶׁ֥ וַיְהִָּ֕
ל:  ִּֽ  לְיִשְרָא 

8:3 But his sons did not walk in his ways, and they turned 
after gain, and they took bribes and perverted justice. 

יו  ג וּ בָנָיו֙ בִדְרָכָָ֔ א־הָלְכַ֚ ו(  וְל ִּֽ י   )כתיב בִדְרָכָָ֔ ֶ֣ וּ אַחֲר  וַיִטֶׁ֖
ט:  וּ מִשְפִָּֽ חַד וַיַטֶׁ֖ קְחוּ־ש ָ֔ צַע וַיִֵ֨  הַבָָ֑

8:4 All the elders of Israel gathered and came to Samuel at 
Ramah. 

ל   ד ֶׁ֖ אוּ אֶל־שְמוּא  ל וַיָב ֵׁ֥ ָ֑ ֶ֣י יִשְרָא  ל זִקְנ  וּ כ ֶׁ֖ תְקַבְצָ֔ וַיִִּֽ
תָה:   הָרָמִָּֽ

8:5 They said to him, "Behold, you have grown old, and 
your sons do not walk in your ways. Now, set up for us a 
king to judge us like all the nations." 

וּ   ה א הָלְכֶׁ֖ יך ל ֵׁ֥ נְתָ וּבָנֶָּ֕ ה זָקַָ֔ יו הִנ ה֙ אַתֶָ֣ לָֹ֗ וּ א  וַי אמְרֶ֣
ם:  נוּ כְכָל־הַגוֹיִִּֽ ֶׁ֖ לֶךְ לְשָפְט  נוּ מֵֶ֛ ימָה־לֵָׁ֥ ִּֽ ה ש ִ יך עַתָֹ֗  בִדְרָכֶָ֑

8:6 And the matter was bad in the eyes of Samuel, when 
they said, "Give us a king to judge us," and Samuel prayed 
to YHVH. 

נוּ   ו וּ תְנָה־לֵָׁ֥ ר אָמְרָ֔ ל כַאֲשֶֶ֣ ֶ֣י שְמוּא ָ֔ ינ  רַע הַדָבָר֙ בְע  וַי ַ֚
וִָּֽה:  ל אֶל־יְה  ֶׁ֖ ל שְמוּא  ֵׁ֥ נוּ וַיִתְפַל  ָ֑ לֶךְ לְשָפְט   מֶֶׁ֖

8:7 And YHVH said to Samuel, "Listen to the voice of the 
people, to all that they will say to you, for they have not 
rejected you, but they have rejected Me from reigning 
over them. 

ל   ז ם לְכ ֵׁ֥ וֹל הָעָָ֔ ל שְמַע֙ בְקֶ֣ וָה֙ אֶל־שְמוּא ָ֔ אמֶר יְה  וַי ַ֚
י תִֵׁ֥ י־א  סוּ כִִּֽ תְך֙ מָאָָ֔ א א ִּֽ י ל ַ֚ יך כִֶ֣ לֶָ֑ וּ א  וּ   אֲשֶר־י אמְרֶׁ֖ מָאֲסֶׁ֖

ם:  יהִֶּֽ ךְ עֲל   מִמְלֵֹׁ֥

8:9 Now, listen to their voice; except that you will warn 
them, and tell them the manner of the king who will reign 
over them. 

ם   ט ד תָעִיד֙ בָהֶָ֔ י־הָע ַ֚ ךְ כִִּֽ ם אַֹ֗ ע בְקוֹלָָ֑ ה שְמֶַ֣ וְעַתֶָׁ֖
ם:  יהִֶּֽ ךְ עֲל  ר יִמְלֶֹׁ֖ לֶךְ אֲשֵֶׁ֥ ט הַמֶָ֔ ם מִשְפֶַ֣  וְהִגַדְתֶָ֣ לָהֶָ֔

8:11 And [Samuel] said, "This will be the manner of the king 
who will reign over you; he will take your sons, and place 
them in his chariots and for his horsemen, and they will run 
before his chariots 

ךְ   יא ר יִמְלֶֹׁ֖ לֶךְ אֲשֵֶׁ֥ ט הַמֶָ֔ הְיֶה֙ מִשְפֶַ֣ ה יִִּֽ אמֶר זֶֹ֗ וַי ָּ֕
יו   וֹ וּבְפָרָשָָ֔ ם לוֹ֙ בְמֶרְכַבְתֶ֣ ֵׁ֥ ח וְש ָ יכֶֶ֣ם יִקָֹ֗ יכֶָ֑ם אֶת־בְנ  עֲל 

וֹ:  ֵׁ֥י מֶרְכַבְתִּֽ וּ לִפְנ   וְרָצֶׁ֖

8:12 He will make them commanders of thousands and of 
fifties, to do his ploughing and reap his harvest, and make 
his weapons and the equipment for his chariots. 

ש   יב ים וְלַחֲרַ֚ י חֲמִשִָּׁ֑ ֶ֣ ים וְשָר  י אֲלָפִֶׁ֖ ֵׁ֥ וֹ שָר  וּם לָ֔ וְלָש ֶ֣
י   ֵׁ֥ וֹ וּכְל  י־מִלְחַמְתֶׁ֖ ִּֽ וֹת כְל  וֹ וְלַעֲש ֵׁ֥ ר קְצִירָ֔ חֲרִישוֹ֙ וְלִקְצ ֶ֣

וֹ:   רִכְבִּֽ

8:13 He will take your daughters for perfumers, cooks and 
bakers 

וֹת וּלְ  יג וֹת וּלְטַבָחֶׁ֖ ח לְרַקָחֵׁ֥ יכֶֶׁ֖ם יִקָָ֑ וֹת: וְאֶת־בְנוֹת  פִּֽ  א 

8:14 He will take the best of your fields, your vineyards and 
your olive trees, and will give them to his servants. 

ים   יד יכֵֶ֛ם הַטוֹבִֶׁ֖ ית  ם וְז  יכֶַ֧ יכֶם וְאֶת־כַרְמ  וֹת  דִּֽ וְאֶת־ש ְְ֠
יו:  ן לַעֲבָדִָּֽ ח וְנָתֶַׁ֖  יִקָָ֑

8:15 He will tithe your grain crops and your vineyards, and 
he will give them to his officers and his servants. 

יו:  טו יו וְלַעֲבָדִָּֽ ן לְסָרִיסֶָׁ֖ ר וְנָתֵַׁ֥ יכֶֶׁ֖ם יַעְש ָ֑ יכֵֶׁ֥ם וְכַרְמ   וְזַרְע 

8:16 He will take your male and female servants, and your 
most handsome youths and your asses, to do his work. 

ם   טז יכֶַ֧ ם וְאֶת־בַחוּר  יכֶ  וֹת  אֶת־שִפְחֵ֨ יכֶםֹ֩ וְִּֽ וְאֶת־עַבְד 
וֹ:  ה לִמְלַאכְתִּֽ ֶׁ֖ ח וְעָש ָ יכֶֶׁ֖ם יִקָָ֑ ים וְאֶת־חֲמוֹר   הַטוֹבִֵ֛

8:17 He will tithe your flocks and you will be his slaves. ים:  יז וֹ לַעֲבָדִִּֽ הְיוּ־לֵׁ֥ ם תִִּֽ ר וְאַתֶֶׁ֖  צ אנְכֶֶׁ֖ם יַעְש ָ֑

8:19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel's voice, and 
they said, "No, but there will be a king over us. 

י   יט א כִֵׁ֥ וּ ל ָ֔ ל וַי אמְרֶ֣ ָ֑ וֹל שְמוּא  עַ בְקֶ֣ ם לִשְמ ֶׁ֖ וּ הָעָָ֔ וַיְמָאֲנֶ֣
ינוּ:  ִּֽ הְיֵֶׁ֥ה עָל  לֶךְ יִִּֽ  אִם־מֶֶׁ֖
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8:20 We will be like all the nations, and our king will judge 
us, go forth before us, and wage our wars." 

ינוּ גַם־אֲנֶַׁ֖חְנוּ כְכָל־הַגוֹיִָ֑ם כ א    וְהָיִֵׁ֥ נוּ֙ וְיָצֶָ֣ נוּ מַלְכ ֙ וּשְפָטַָ֚
נוּ:  ִּֽ ת  ם אֶת־מִלְחֲמ  ינוּ וְנִלְחֶַׁ֖  לְפָנ ָ֔

12:2 Now, behold, the king walks before you, and I 
[Samuel] have become old and hoary, and my sons are 
here with you, and I have walked before you from my 
youth and until this day. 

נְתִי   ב ם וַאֲנִי֙ זָקֶַ֣ יכֶֹ֗ ךְ לִפְנ  ֶ֣ לֶךְ | מִתְהַל  ֵׁ֥ה הַמֶֶ֣ ה הִנ  וְעַתַָּ֞
ם   יכֶָ֔ כְתִי לִפְנ  בְתִי וּבָנֶַׁ֖י הִנֶָ֣ם אִתְכֶָ֑ם וַאֲנִי֙ הִתְהַלֶַ֣ וָש ַָ֔

י  רֶַׁ֖ ה:  מִנְעֻּ וֹם הַזִֶּֽ  עַד־הַיֵׁ֥

12:3 Here I am. Bear witness against me before YHVH and 
before His anointed. Whose ox or ass did I take? Whom did 
I rob? Whom did I oppress? From whose hand did I take a 
ransom with which I hide my eyes? I will return it to you." 

וֹ אֶת־שוֹרֹ֩  ג ה וְנֶֶַּ֣֣גֶד מְשִיחֹ֗ וָ  גֶד יְה  וּ בִיֹ֩ נֵֶ֨ י עֲנֶ֣ י  הִנְנִֶ֣  | מִֵ֨
י   קְתִי֙ אֶת־מִֶ֣ י עָשַ֙ חְתִי וְאֶת־מִַ֚ י לָקַֹ֗ וֹר מִֶ֣ חְתִי וַחֲמַ֧ לָקַ 

יב   וֹ וְאָשִֶׁ֖ ינֶַׁ֖י בָ֑ ים ע  פֶר וְאַעְלִֵׁ֥ חְתִי כ ָ֔ וֹתִי וּמִיַד־מִי֙ לָקֶַ֣ רַצָ֔
ם:   לָכִֶּֽ

12:17 Is it not the wheat harvest today? I shall call to YHVH, 
and He will send thunder and rain; you will know and see 
that your evil is great, which you have done in the eyes of 
YHVH, to ask for a king." 

ן   יז ֵׁ֥ ה וְיִת  וָָ֔ וֹם אֶקְרָא֙ אֶל־יְה  וֹא קְצִיר־חִטִים֙ הַיָ֔ הֲלַ֚
ם רַבָה֙ אֲ  י־רָעַתְכֶַ֚ וּ כִִּֽ וּ וּרְאֹ֗ ר וּדְעֶ֣ וֹת וּמָטָָ֑ לֶׁ֖ ר  ק  שֶַ֚

לֶךְ:  וֹל לָכֶֶׁ֖ם מִֶּֽ ה לִשְאֵׁ֥ וָָ֔ ֶ֣י יְה  ינ   עֲשִיתֶם֙ בְע 

12:19 And all the people said to Samuel, "Pray for your 
servants to YHVH your God and let us not die, for we have 
added to all our sins evil, to ask for a king." 

ל בְעַד־ וַי   יט ַ֧ ל הִתְפַל  ם אֶל־שְמוּא ֹ֗ וּ כָל־הָעָ  אמְרֵ֨
פְנוּ עַל־  י־יָסַַ֚ וּת כִִּֽ יך וְאַל־נָמָ֑ וֵָׁ֥ה אֱלֹהֶֶׁ֖ יך אֶל־יְה  עֲבָדֵֶ֛

לֶךְ:  נוּ מִֶּֽ ל לֶָׁ֖ ה לִשְא ֵׁ֥ ינוּ֙ רָעָָ֔ ֙  כָל־חַט את 

12:20 And Samuel said to the people, "Fear not. You have 
done all this evil, but do not turn aside from following 
YHVH, and you will serve YHVH with all your heart. 

ם   כ ם עֲשִיתֶָ֔ אוּ אַתֶֶ֣ ל אֶל־הָעָם֙ אַל־תִירָָ֔ אמֶר שְמוּא ַ֚ וַי ֵ֨
ה  וָָ֔ י יְה  ֶ֣ אַחֲר  ךְ אַל־תָס֙וּרוּ֙ מ  את אַֹ֗ ה הַז ָ֑ ת כָל־הָרָעֶָׁ֖ ֵׁ֥ א 

וֶָׁ֖ה בְ  ם אֶת־יְה  ם:וַעֲבַדְתֵֶׁ֥  כָל־לְבַבְכִֶּֽ

12:25 But, if you will surely do evil, both you and your king 
will be destroyed. 

וּ:  כה ם־מַלְכְכֶֶׁ֖ם תִסָפִּֽ ם גִַּֽ עוּ גַם־אַתֵֶׁ֥ ָ֑ עַ תָר  ֶׁ֖  וְאִם־הָר 

 

1. Was this democracy in action? If so, does it get a ringing endorsement from the Tenach? 
2. Who represented the people? What do you infer from that politically? Was there consensus? 
3. What do you think of their behaviour towards Samuel? Respectful? Rude?  
4. Did they ask Samuel for a king or tell him to appoint one? Why did they want change? 
5. In Ch. 8, what was the king’s primary role? In Ch. 12, what change was made to his duties? 
6. Why did Samuel object? Was he reasonable? If not, why not? Was he defending God? 

7. Did he have a personal agenda? If you suspect this was the motive, what were his reasons?   

8. Why did God object? Was His reaction reasonable? If not, why not? 

9. Did Text iv) above – Deuteronomy 17 – not allow the people to have a king? 

10.  In Text iv) who would choose the king? So, did the people in this story follow halacha? 

11.  Why did Samuel and God object? Had they forgotten their Torah?! How do you explain this? 

12.  Why did God tell Samuel to listen to the people and appoint a human king? 

13.  Examine 8:5. Some take the representatives to task for four things. And they are? 

14.  What arguments would you muster if you had to defend them from such criticism? 

15.  In Chapter 12, Samuel twice described the people’s desire for a king as ….? 

16.  How did God demonstrate his support for Samuel’s judgment of the people’s decision? 

17.  Why would such an inauspicious event have been regarded by the people as an evil omen?     

18.  When did this Act of God take place? It is more commonly known as ….? 

19.  So, do you think the people’s cause was just and reasonable? If so, why? If not, why not? 

https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15837#v20
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15837#v20
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15841/showrashi/true#v2
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15841/showrashi/true#v2
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15841/showrashi/true#v3
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15841/showrashi/true#v3
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15841/showrashi/true#v17
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15841/showrashi/true#v17
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15841/showrashi/true#v19
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15841/showrashi/true#v19
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15841/showrashi/true#v20
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15841/showrashi/true#v20
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15841/showrashi/true#v25
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15841/showrashi/true#v25


                                             Challenging Authority                                                    ( Page 15)     

viii)  Disobeying God – Genesis (Bereishit) 2 & 3 

2:17 But of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil you will not 
eat of it, for on the day that you eat from it, you will surely die." 

י   יז נוּ כִֹ֗ א ת אכֶַׁ֖ל מִמֶָ֑ ע ל ֵׁ֥ וֹב וָרָָ֔ עַת֙ טֶ֣ ץ הַדֵַ֨ ע ֹ֗ וּמ 
וּת:  וֹת תָמִּֽ נוּ מֵׁ֥ וֹם אֲכָלְךֵׁ֥ מִמֶֶׁ֖  בְיֵ֛

3:6 And the woman saw that the tree was good for food and 
that it was a delight to the eyes, and the tree was desirable to 
make one wise; so she took of its fruit, and she ate, and she 
gave also to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 

אֲוָה־  ו י תִַּֽ ל וְכִַ֧ אֲכָ  ץ לְמִַּֽ י טוֹבֹ֩ הָע ֵ֨ ה כִֶ֣ אִשָּׁ֡ רֶא הִָּֽ ֶ֣ וַת 
וֹ   ח מִפִרְיֶׁ֖ יל וַתִקֵַׁ֥ ץ֙ לְהַשְכִָ֔ ד הָע  יִם וְנֶחְמָ֤ ינַֹ֗ ע  וּא לִָּֽ הֶ֣

הּ  ן גַם־לְאִישֵָ֛ ַ֧ ל: וַת אכַָ֑ל וַתִת  הּ וַי אכִַּֽ  עִמֶָׁ֖

1. In 2:17, God instructed Adam. Why didn’t Adam stop Eve taking the fruit? 
2. Do you think that humanity really understood the warning in 2:17? 
3. Adam and Eve survived this experience. They did not die. Was God’s threat hollow?   
4. What did humanity gain and what did it lose? 
5. As a morality tale, which of the 10 Commandments were broken? 
6. So, do you think that Eve and Adam were right to ignore God? If so, why? 
7. Given the outcome, what does this story tell you about obedience v. free will? 

--------------------------------------------------- 
 

ix) Deceiving and lying to a Parent - Genesis (Bereishit) 27 

19 And Jacob said to his father, "I am Esau your firstborn. I have 
done as you have spoken to me. Please get up, sit down and eat 
of my game, so that your soul will bless me." 

ך   יט רֶָ֔ ו בְכ  שֶָ֣ כִי֙ ע  נ  יו אִָּֽ ב אֶל־אָבִֹ֗ אמֶר יִַּֽעֲק   וַי ֵ֨
וּם־נֶָ֣א י קִּֽ לָָ֑ רְתָ א  ר דִבֶַׁ֖ אֲשֵֶׁ֥ יתִי כִַּֽ ה וְאָכְלָה֙   עָשִָּ֕ שְבָֹ֗

ך נִי נַפְשִֶּֽ רֲכֵַׁ֥ וּר תְבִָּֽ עֲבֶׁ֖ י בִַּֽ ידִָ֔  :מִצ 

20 And Isaac said to his son, "How is it that you have found [it] 
so quickly, my son?" And he said, "Because the Lord your God 
prepared it before me." 

א   כ רְתָ לִמְצ ֶׁ֖ ה מִהֵַׁ֥ וֹ מַה־זֵֶ֛ אמֶר יִצְחָק֙ אֶל־בְנָ֔ וַי ֤
י  יך לְפָנִָּֽ וֵָׁ֥ה אֱלֹהֶֶׁ֖ ה יְה  י הִקְרֵָ֛ אמֶר כִֵׁ֥ י וַי ָּ֕  בְנִָ֑

21 And Isaac said to Jacob, "Please come closer, so that I may 
feel you, my son, whether you are really my son Esau or not." 

שְךֶׁ֖   כא ִּֽ ב גְשָה־נֵָׁ֥א וִַּֽאֲמֻּ אמֶר יִצְחָק֙ אֶל־יִַּֽעֲק ָ֔ וַי ֤
א  ו אִם־ל ִּֽ שֶָׁ֖ י ע  ה זֵֶ֛ה בְנִֵׁ֥ אַתֵָׁ֥ י הִַּֽ  :בְנִָ֑

22 So Jacob drew near to Isaac his father, and he felt him, and 
he said, "The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the 
hands of Esau." 

ב אֶ  כב אמֶר  וַיִגַַ֧ש יִַּֽעֲק ֵ֛ הוּ וַי ֹ֗ ָ֑ שּׁ  יו וַיְמֻּ ק אָבִֶׁ֖ ל־יִצְחֵָׁ֥
ו  שִָּֽ י ע  ֵׁ֥ יִם יְד  ב וְהַיָדֶַׁ֖ וֹל יִַּֽעֲק ָ֔ ל֙ קֶ֣  :הַק 

23 And he [Isaac] did not recognize him because his hands were 
hairy like the hands of his brother Esau, and he blessed him. 

יו   כג ו אָחִֶׁ֖ שֵָׁ֥ י ע  ֵ֛ יו כִיד  וּ יָדָֹ֗ י־הָיֶ֣ וֹ כִִּֽ א הִכִירָ֔ וְל ֶ֣
הוּ שְעִר ָ֑  ִּֽ רֲכ   :ת וַיְבִָּֽ

24 And he [Isaac] said, "Are you really my son Esau?" And he 
[Jacob] said, "I am." 

נִי:  כד אמֶר אִָּֽ ו וַי ֶׁ֖ שָָ֑ י ע  ה זֶֶׁ֖ה בְנִֶ֣ אמֶר אַתֵָׁ֥  וַי ָּ֕

 

1. Who told Jacob that this ruse was necessary? What was the prize? 
2. Why was Jacob not keen? Why did he agree to do it? 
3. Why does Isaac suspect? How does Jacob unwittingly reveal himself in v.20? 
4. Do you think that Jacob should have duped his father? 
5. Were Jacob and Esau ever reconciled? Look closely at Genesis 33:4. What do you think? 
6. Who gained and who lost from this story? 
7. As a morality tale, which of the 10 Commandments were broken? 
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                                                          x)  Confronting a King with the truth - 2nd Book of Samuel, Chap.12                  (Page 16)                     

12:5 And David became very angry at the man; and he said to 
Nathan: "As YHVH lives, the man who has done this is liable to 
death. 

ן   ה אמֶר֙ אֶל־נָתָָ֔ ד וַי ֙ יש מְא ָ֑ ף דָוִֵ֛ד בָאִֶׁ֖ חַר־אֵַׁ֥ וַיִִּֽ
את:  ה ז ִּֽ ֵׁ֥ ש ֶ יש הָע  וֶת הָאִֶׁ֖ י בֶן־מָָ֔ ה כִֶ֣ וָָּ֕  חַי־יְה 

12:7 And Nathan said to David, "You are the man. Thus, says 
YHVH the God of Israel: 'I anointed you as king over Israel, and I 
delivered you from the hand of Saul. 

ר   ז ה־אָמֵַ֨ יש כ  ה הָאִָ֑ ן אֶל־דָוִֶׁ֖ד אַתֶָ֣ אמֶר נָתֵָ֛ וַי ַ֧
י ֶ֣ ה אֱלֹה  וָ  לֶךְ֙ עַל־   יְה  יךִּֽ לְמֶ֙ י מְשַחְתִַ֚ כִַּ֞ ל אָנ  יִשְרָא ֹ֗

וּל:  יך מִיֵַׁ֥ד שָאִּֽ י הִצַלְתִֶׁ֖ כִֵׁ֥ ל וְאָנ   יִשְרָא ָ֔

12:9 Why have you despised YHVH’s word, to do what is evil in 
My eyes? You have smitten Uriah the Hittite with the sword, 
you have taken his wife for your wife, and you have slain him 
with the sword of the children of Ammon. 

ר ט יתָ | אֶת־דְבֶַ֣ וּעַ בָזִֶ֣ וֹת הָרַע    מַד  ה לַעֲש ֶ֣ וָֹ֗ יְה 
ינַי֒  ינַו֒(  בְע  יתָ   )כתיב בְע  חִתִי֙ הִכִֶ֣ ה הִַּֽ ת אוּרִיַָ֚ ֶ֣ א 

וֹ   תֶ֣ ה וְא  חְתָ לְךֶׁ֖ לְאִשָָּׁ֑ וֹ לָקֵַׁ֥ ת־אִשְתָ֔ רֶב וְאֵֶ֨ בַחֶָ֔
וֹן:  ֵׁ֥י עַמִּֽ רֶב בְנ  גְתָ בְחֶֶׁ֖  הָרַָ֔

12:11 So says YHVH: "Behold I shall raise up against you evil out 
of your own house, and I shall take your wives before your eyes 
and I shall give them to your neighbour, and he will lie with your 
wives in the sight of this sun. 

יך רָעָה֙   יא ים עָלֶַ֚ קִֵ֨ ה הִנְנִיֹ֩ מ  וָֹ֗ ר יְה  ה | אָמֶַ֣ כ ֶ֣
יך֙  י אֶת־נָשֶ֙ ך וְלָקַחְתִַ֚ יתֶָ֔ י  מִב  יך וְנָתַתִֶׁ֖ ינֶָ֔  לְע 

את:  מֶש הַז ִּֽ ֶׁ֖י הַשֵֶּׁׁ֥ ינ  יך לְע  יך וְשָכַב֙ עִם־נָשֶָ֔ עֶָ֑  לְר 

12:12 For you have acted in secrecy, but I shall do this thing 
before all Israel and before the sun." 

י אֶעֱשֶה֙ אֶת־  יב תֶר וַאֲנִֹ֗ יתָ בַסָָ֑ ֶ֣ ה עָש ִ י אַתֶָׁ֖ כִֵׁ֥
ל ֶׁ֖ ה נֵֶַּׁ֥֣גֶד כָל־יִשְרָא  ר הַזֶָ֔ מֶש:  הַדָבֶָ֣  וְנֵֶַּׁ֥֣גֶד הַשִָּּֽׁ

 
1. Why did David behave in this way? 

2. Was Uriah’s wife Batsheva complicit? Have a look at 2 Samuel 11:2. Totally innocent or …? 

3. Uriah had fine qualities (2 Samuel 11:11-13). What does that tell us about David?  

4. Did David have Nathan executed for insolence? If not, why not? 

5. How did David react to this rebuke? Have a look at 2 Samuel 12: 13-23. 

6. As a morality tale, which of the 10 Commandments were broken? 

7. Can you think of other classic cases where Jewish prophets challenged their kings?  

  Check out 1 Samuel 15, 1 Kings 21 and Jeremiah 38. 

8. Can you think of other classics where political authority was challenged?   

  What about: Numbers 12 (Moses’s siblings)? And Numbers 16 (Korach)?  

  But in both those cases, who was really being challenged? 

----------------------------------------- 
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                                                    Political Freedom                                  (Page 17) 

 

xi)  Escape from Egypt - Book of Exodus (Shemot) 

1:13 The Egyptians enslaved the children of Israel with back-

breaking labour. 
דוּ יג עֲבִִ֧ רֶךְ:  וַיֶַֽ ל בְפִָּֽ ֶׁ֖ ֵׁ֥י יִשְרָא  יִם אֶת־בְנ   מִצְרֵַ֛

9:1 And YHVH said to Moses, "Come to Pharaoh and speak to 
him, 'So said YHVH, God of the Hebrews, "Send My people out 
so that they may serve Me. 

ה   א א אֶל־פַרְע ָ֑ ה ב ֶׁ֖ וָה֙ אֶל־משֶָ֔ אמֶר יְה  וַי ֤
ים   עִבְרִָ֔ י הִָּֽ ֶ֣ וָה֙ אֱלֹה  ר יְה  ה־אָמַ֤ יו כ ִּֽ לָֹ֗ וְדִבַרְתֶָ֣ א 

י  נִי:שַלֵַׁ֥ח אֶת־עַמִֶׁ֖ ֶֽ ד  עַבְׂ יֶַֽ  וְׂ

 
1. The first 14 chapters of Exodus were a power struggle between whom? Over what? 

2. Why did God want to free the Israelites? Can you provide at least four different reasons?                                        

------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

xii)  Rare Unity - 1st Book of Samuel, Chapter 11 

7. And he (Saul) took a yoke of oxen and cut them in pieces, and 
sent them throughout the entire border of Israel in the hand of 
the messengers, saying, "Whomsoever does not go forth after 
Saul and after Samuel, so shall be done to his oxen," and a fear 
of YHVH fell upon the people, and they went forth as one man. 

וּל   וַיִקַחֹ֩  ז ח בְכָל־גְבֶ֣ הוּ וַיְשַלַַּ֞ ַּ֣יְנַתְח ֹ֗ ר וִַּֽ מֶד בָקָ  צֵֶ֨
נוּ   ינֵֶ֨ ר֒ אֲשֶרֹ֩ א  אמ  ים | ל  ל  בְיֶַ֣ד הַמַלְאָכִֶ֣ יִשְרָא 

י שָאוּל֙  א אַחֲר ַ֚ צ   ה  י  ֶׁ֖ ה י עָש ֶ ל כ ֵׁ֥ ר שְמוּא ָ֔  וְאַחֶַ֣
יש   וּ כְאִֵׁ֥ צְאֶׁ֖ ם וַי  וָה֙ עַל־הָעָָ֔ חַד־יְה  ל פִַּֽ וֹ וַיִפ ַ֚ לִבְקָרָ֑

ד:   אֶחִָּֽ

 

1. Did the people ever rebel against King Saul? But look at 1 Samuel Chapter 10:27. 

2. Did they ever rebel against King David? Check out 2 Samuel, Chapter 15. 

3. No one rebelled or complained against one leader of all the people. Who was that? 

---------------------------------------------- 

 
 

xiii)  Peace in their Time, but……   - 1st Book of Kings, Chapter 5 

5:1 And Solomon reigned over all the kingdoms from the River 
to the land of the Philistines, and to the border of Egypt, they 
brought presents, and served Solomon all the days of his life. 

וֹת מִן־  א ל֙ בְכָל־הַמַמְלָכָ֔ ה מוֹש  ה הָיַָ֚ וּשְלֹמ ֹ֗
ד גְ  הַנָהָר֙  ים וְעֶַׁ֖ רֶץ פְלִשְתִָ֔ ים  אֶֶ֣ יִם מַגִשִֵׁ֥ וּל מִצְרָָ֑ בֶ֣

יו:  י חַיִָּֽ ֵׁ֥ ה כָל־יְמ  ים אֶת־שְלֹמ ֶׁ֖ בְדִֵׁ֥ ה וְע   מִנְחֵָ֛

 
1. How did Solomon achieve this?  Check out 1 Kings 3:1. 

2. What was the price he paid for this stratagem? Have a look at 1 Kings 11: 1-8. 

3. How did it affect the future of his realm? Back to 1 Kings 11: 9-14 and 23-39. 

---------------------------------------------- 
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                                                              xiv) False Dawn?    - 1st Book of Maccabees, Chapter 14                                       (Page 18) 

25 When the people heard of these things, they said, “How shall we thank Simon and his sons?  

26 He, his brothers, his father’s house have stood firm, repulsed Israel’s enemies, and have established its   

      freedom.” So, they made an inscription on bronze tablets, which they affixed to pillars on Mt. Zion. 

28 “… in a great assembly of priests, people, rulers of the nation, and elders of the region, the following  

        proclamation was made to us: 

29 “‘Since there have often been wars in our country, Simon, son of the priest Mattathias, descendant of  

         Yoarib, and his brothers have put themselves in danger and resisted the enemies of their nation, that  

         their sanctuary and law might be maintained, and they have thus brought great glory to their nation. 

30 Jonathan rallied the nation, became their high priest, and was gathered to his people. 

31 When their enemies sought to invade and ravage their country and to violate their sanctuary, 

32 Simon rose up and fought for his nation, spending large sums of his own money to equip his nation’s  

       forces and give them their pay. 

35 When the people saw Simon’s fidelity and glory he planned to bring to his nation, they made him their  

       leader and high priest because of all he had accomplished and the justice and fidelity he had shown  

       his nation. In every way he sought to exalt his people. 

36 “‘In his time and under his guidance they succeeded in driving the Gentiles out of their country and  

         those in the City of David in Jerusalem… 

41 …. the Jewish people and their priests had decided the following: Simon will be their leader and high  

         priest forever until a trustworthy prophet arises.  

42 He will act as governor over them, and have charge of the sanctuary, to make regulations concerning  

         its functions and concerning the country, its weapons and strongholds. 

43 He will be obeyed by all. All contracts in the country will be written in his name, and he will be clothed  

         in purple and gold.  

44 It will not be lawful for any of the people or priests to nullify any of these decisions, to contradict the  

         orders given by him, to convene an assembly in the country without his consent, to be clothed in    

         purple or wear a gold buckle. 

45 Whoever acts otherwise or violates any of these prescriptions will be liable to punishment.” 

46 Thus all the people approved of granting Simon the right to act in accord with these decisions, 

47 and Simon accepted and agreed to be high priest, governor and ethnarch of the Jewish people and    

         priests, and to have authority over all. 

48 It was decreed that this inscription would be engraved on bronze tablets, to be set up in a conspicuous  

         place in the precincts of the sanctuary, 

49 and copies would be deposited in the treasury, where they would be available to Simon and his sons. 

 
1. Was this democracy in action? 
2. How would you describe the people’s behaviour? Was there consensus? 
3. Who invested authority in Simon Maccabeus? Where was God? 

4. What does the end of V.41 mean? Is this messianic? Was Simon’s investiture possibly suspect? 

5. Simon becoming “High Priest, Governor and Ethnarch” was theologically heretical. Why? 

6. Simon paved the way for the Hasmonean dynasty. How long did it last? 

7. Two groups fought for religious control. Who were they and why were they at loggerheads? 

8. When was the split between these factions finally resolved? Which group won? 

9. The Maccabees prevailed against assimilation. Why was their story excluded from our Bible? 

 
 
 



                 Extracts from a Symposium on Democracy and Judaism in 2012         (Page 19) 

Shlomo Avineri – Professor of Political Science, Hebrew U. Former director-general of Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Democracy is a distinctly modern phenomenon, emerging in the 19th century. With some pilpul one can find a sentence 

here and there in the great sea of the Talmud, which can be interpreted as supporting democratic ideas (e.g.,“one should 

follow the many”). But if one takes seriously the basic norms of Judaism as originating in divine revelation, obviously such 

eternal verities cannot be open to the vagaries of human opinion.  For centuries, Jews did possess institutional structures 

that were based on representation and some sort of electoral process—the kehilla. Ordinary Jews congregated together, 

elected their own leadership, secular and religious, taxed themselves and established the institutions needed for the 

preservation of their culture—synagogues, schools, welfare support groups and burial societies. Democracy has a Jewish 

ancestry, but this political tradition grew out of the real needs of actual Jews, not from religious texts or commandments. 
 

Noah Feldman - Professor of Law, Harvard Law School; author of Divided by God: America’s Church-State Problem. 

Democracy has two essential parts: majority rule and the equal treatment of free citizens. Judaism never historically had 

much to say on the former, but it has a lot to say about the latter. Although the origins of democracy as a political practice 

are Greek, democracy is a very flexible idea, and it’s compatible with Jewish values and ideals when those are themselves 

interpreted so that they are both egalitarian and majoritarian. The Bible certainly doesn’t imagine democracy, nor does the 

Talmud. Yet some modern ideals of equal treatment for all and the equal dignity of human beings can be said to have 

important biblical and rabbinic roots.  

David Novak – Professor of Jewish Studies, U. of Toronto; author of Covenantal Rights: Study in Jewish Political Theory. 

If you mean democracy as a political order created by human beings who claim ultimate authority is theirs, then no. The 

Jewish idea is that the ultimate authority in the world and every part of it is God. However, if democracy is a certain type of 

procedure that ensures such things as majority rule and individual rights—the benefits of democracy—then yes, these 

things can be found in the Jewish tradition and developed by constructive Jewish thought. The right to life and the right not 

to be harmed are codified in Jewish law. 

Norman Ornstein - resident scholar at the American Enterprise Institute and co-author of It’s Even Worse Than It Looks. 

Does democracy stem from Judaism? No. You can go back to the Greeks and even before. Is it consistent with Judaism? 

There, I would say largely yes, but with a caveat: What is Judaism? There are many strains. Fundamentalist Judaism would 

not view democracy as an ideal or consistent with what it believes. In Judaism, where you have an enormous tolerance for 

different viewpoints, a culture built around argument, a willingness to tolerate dissent, a focus on the larger society and 

helping others in need, the whole concept of tzedakah, it seems to bolster many of the ideas of democracy and freedom. 

Beth Wenger – Director, Jewish Studies Program, University of Pennsylvania. 

The Bible, of course, represents a theocracy, not a democracy, which is not to say there are not some ideas about social 

justice and democratic values that have biblical origins.  



                   Extracts from a Symposium on Democracy and Judaism in 2012       (Page 20) 

Fania Oz-Salzberger – Director, Posen Forum for Political Thought, Haifa University; co-author of Jews and Words. 

The Jewish tradition carries very powerful democratic genes. There is a long-standing Jewish notion of popular civil 

participation, with numerous voices taking part in political decision-making. The ancient Israelites are on biblical record as a 

dazzling multiplicity of voices—both men and women—debating and deciding issues such as what is the best form of 

government, who is the true sovereign, how should human beings be governed, what are the entitlements of the ruler and 

the ruled, how to achieve social and economic justice, and what community is all about? The fierce multivocality and the 

ever-present quest for human equality and social justice were often uniquely Israelite, and later uniquely Jewish. 

Eilon Schwartz - director of the Shaharit think tank in Israel. 

 Judaism can suggest democracy and democratic ideals. The foundational notion of the Tenach, that all human beings are 

created in God’s image, presents the theological basis on which the democratic idea of citizenship and equal rights is 

based. But Judaism can suggest the very opposite, that there is one ultimate authority, and it is not the people.  The 

question here in Israel is what understanding of Judaism and democracy will we choose to shape Israel’s future? And that is 

a political choice. The more that they are considered compatible, the less tension there will be between the Jewish and 

democratic identities of this country.  The more that they are considered in tension, the more Jews will be forced to choose 

between the Jewish and democratic identities of this country, a dangerous gambit where all sides will inevitably lose. 
 

Adam Sutcliffe - Senior Lecturer, Early Modern History, Kings College London; author of Judaism and Enlightenment. 

The inescapability of divine authority and of the divine covenant is central to Judaism, and in the European Enlightenment 

many thinkers regarded Judaism as a religion of unquestioning obedience to divine law. For Kant and others this aspect of 

Judaism was deeply inimical to individually autonomous thought and judgment, which was and still is widely regarded as 

essential to the successful functioning of a democracy. The claim that the key ideas of Western political discourse are 

somehow proprietorially Jewish seems often to derive from a desire to associate Jews and Judaism with Euro-American 

values, in contrast to those imputed to the Islamic world. 

Michael Walzer - Professor Emeritus, Princeton University; author of In God’s Shadow: Politics in the Hebrew Bible. 

Did we invent democracy? No. The Greeks did. I don’t think there’s anything in the Tenach from which you could derive an 

argument about democratic politics. Political democracy, the rule of people, the notion that the word of the people is the 

word of God, there’s nothing like that in ancient Jewish thought, and I doubt that it can be found in the Talmud either. We 

came to democracy slowly. 
 

Ruth Wisse - Professor at Harvard University; author of Jews and Power. 

 Ben Gurion once said he was prime minister of a country of prime ministers, implying that Jews are hyper-democratic. If 

democracy encourages governance from below—by the people, of the people and for the people—then the memory 

of all the Jews standing at Sinai, and later, the practice of all the Jews reading from the Torah would certainly have 

encouraged a democratic culture. Democracy is less a Jewish idea than a by-product of the Jewish way of life.  
 


