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DEFINITIONS (Page 2)

Democracy is “Government of the people, by the people, for the people” (Abraham Lincoln).

A democracy is a government in which the supreme power is vested in the people and exercised
directly by them or by their elected agents under a free electoral system.

A representative democracy is where citizens elect officials to make political decisions, formulate
laws, and administer programmes for the public good.

A constitutional democracy is a representative democracy which operates with a constitution that
limits the powers of the government and guarantees fundamental rights to all citizens. In such a
society, the majority rules and the rights of minorities are protected by, and through the
institutionalisation of, law. Important components of a good, democratic system include:
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Equality before the law.

Due process of the law.

A guarantee of basic human rights.

Sovereignty of the people.

Government which relies on the consent of the people.
Constitutional limits on government.

Free and fair elections.

Political pluralism.

Majority rule.

Rights of the minority — to prevent tyranny of the majority.
Social values of cooperation and co-existence.

Mixed economy — public, private and charity sectors.
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A Plutocracy is government run by the rich, people whose power comes from their wealth.

An Oligarchy is government by a few people, be they a military, religious, aristocratic or wealthy elite.
A Theocracy is government by divine guidance or by those regarded as divinely guided. Government
leaders might be members of the clergy and the state’s legal system is based on religious law.

An Autocracy is government by one person holding absolute, unlimited power.

Polity — a group of people organised for governance, such as the government of a country or state.
Political — exercising power in the governmental or public affairs of a country or state.

Political Authority — the power granted by the people to the state which reflects the differences
between the people’s duties to, and the rights they may expect from, that state.

Political Authority — the right of a government to rule (political legitimacy), whilst imposing an
obligation on its citizens to obey.

Political Freedom — “Liberty, Equality and Fraternity” (French Revolution, 1792).
Two Concepts of Liberty (Isaiah Berlin, 1958):

+* Positive Liberty - the freedom to participate in the political process and to be the autonomous
master of one’s own drives.

+* Negative Liberty - the ‘right to be le(f)t alone’ in one’s private life; liberalism - defending the
individual against ‘interference,’” particularly when exercised by the state.

Libertarianism - people may do as they please, but their actions may not hurt others. A political
consequence is that governmental power would be severely curtailed to allow people to have as
much freedom as possible.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_legitimacy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obligation

THE THREE CROWN PARADIGM (Page 3)

R. Shimon (bar Yochai) said: “There are three crowns — the crown of Torah, the crown of Priesthood
and the crown of Kingship, but the crown of a good name surpasses all of them” [pirkei Avot 4:17].

Society in Patriarchal times; note that the head of the family fulfils all three functions
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concubines and children

Keter Kehunah
Patriarch builds altars, monuments, sacrifices, prays and blesses

Israelite society after the Exodus — clear duties; who persuaded Moses to delegate?
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Cohen Gadol - Aaron the High Priest,
supported by Cohanim and Levi’im




(Page 4)

THE THREE CROWN PARADIGM

Israelite society under Samuel, the last of the Judges; he performs all three functions
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Keter Kehunah
Cohen Gadol — Samuel is in charge
of the Mishkan at Shiloh

Israelite society with King David as the leader — what was his main duty for the people?
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Keter Kehunah
Cohen Gadol - Zadok the High Priest,
supported by Temple functionaries




THE THREE CROWN PARADIGM (Page 5)

Israelite society under the proto-messianic King Josiah - why was he so highly regarded?
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Am Ha'Aretz led by elders

Keter Kehunah
Cohen Gadol - Hilkiah - hereditary rights as a
descendant of Zadok; who discovers the book
of Devarim; supported by Temple functionaries

Judea under Simon the Maccabee - he performs all three functions — plus ca change!
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Keter Kehunah
Simon the Maccabee — Cohen Gadol. Supported by
some priests but opposed by others because he
was not from the hereditary Zadokite line




The Expressed Will of the People

(Page 6)

i) The (_iolden Cﬂ - Extract from Chapter 32 of Book of Exodus (Shemot)

1 When the people saw that Moses was late in coming down

from the mountain, the people assembled against Aaron, and
said to him: "Get up! Make gods for us that will go before us,

because this man Moses, who brought us up from the land of
Egypt, we don't know what has become of him."
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4 He (Aaron) took [the golden earrings] from their hand(s],
fashioned it with an engraving tool, and made it into a molten
calf, and they said: "These are your gods, O Israel, who have
brought you up from the land of Egypt!"
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9 And YHVH said to Moses: "l have seen this people and behold
it is a stiff-necked people.
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10 Now, leave Me alone and My anger will blaze and consume
them, and | will make you into a great nation."
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19 It came to pass when he approached the camp, saw the calf
and dances, that Moses' anger was kindled; he flung the tablets
from his hands, shattering them at the foot of the mountain.
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20 Then he took the calf they had made, burned it in fire,
|leround it to fine powder, scattered [it] on the surface of the
water, and gave [it to] the children of Israel to drink.
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28 The sons of Levi did according to Moses' word; on that day,
some three thousand men fell from among the people.
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35 And YHVH struck the people with a plague, because they had
made the calf that Aaron had made.
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Was this democracy in action?
How would you describe the people’s behaviour?

What does that say about their belief in God?

Where did he get the idea to make a molten calf?
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Was there consensus, i.e., did all the people participate?
Which miraculous act did the people ascribe to Moses?

Why did they demand “gods that will go before us”? What does that say about God?
How would you describe their attitude towards Aaron?

. What did he use? What else will this be used for? Ironic? What is the Torah’s message?

10 When Moses returned to the camp, who did he emulate? Why is that ironic?
11. Who exacted retribution for Moses? Why them? Why was their behaviour unsurprising?
12. Which of the 10 Commandments were broken in this story?


https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v1
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v1
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v4
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v4
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v9
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v9
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v10
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v10
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v19
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v19
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v20
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v20
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v28
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v28
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v35
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9893#v35

i) The TWElV@ SDIE_S - Extracts from Chapters 13 and 14 of Book of Numbers (Bamidbar)

(Page 7)

26 They went and came to Moses, Aaron and all the
|congregation of the Children of Israel, to the desert of Paran
at Kadesh. They brought them (Moses and Aaron) back a
report, as well as to all the congregation, and they showed
them the fruit of the land.
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27 They told him (Moses) and said, "We came to the land
where you sent us, and it is flowing with milk and honey, and
Ithis is its fruit.
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28 However, the people who inhabit the land are mighty, and
the cities are very large and fortified, and we even saw there
the children of the Anak (giant).”
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31 And the men who went up with him (Calev) said, "We are
Junable to go up against the people, for they are stronger than
we are.”
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32 They (10 of the 12 spies) put out a report to the Children of
Israel about the land which they had scouted, saying, "The
land we passed through to scout is a land that consumes its
inhabitants, and all the people we saw in it are men of
stature.”
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Aaron, and all the congregation said, "If only we had died in
Ithe land of Egypt, or if only we had died in this wilderness.

1 All the congregation raised their voices and shouted, and DY 1921 DZIP NN AN NTYDT7 RWAI N
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3 Why does YHVH bring us to this land to fall by the sword;
our wives and children will be booty. Is it not better for us to
return to Egypt?"
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4 They said, each man to his brother, "Let us appoint a leader
and return to Egypt!"
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10 All the congregation threatened to pelt them (Calev and
Joshua) with stones, but the glory of the Lord appeared in the
Tent of Meeting to all the Children of Israel.
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Was this democracy in action?
Was there consensus?

Why did they react that way?
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How would you describe the people’s behaviour towards their current leadership?

How would you describe the people’s behaviour towards their future leadership (last verse)?
From which tribes did the future leaders come from? Why was that significant?

How would you describe the people’s belief in God?

After this event, what did God decide to do with the people? Why?

Which of the 10 Commandments were broken in this story?


https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9941#v26
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9941#v26
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9941#v27
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9941#v27
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9941#v28
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9941#v28
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9941#v31
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9941#v31
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9941#v32
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9941#v32
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9942/jewish/Chapter-14.htm#v1
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9942/jewish/Chapter-14.htm#v1
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9942/jewish/Chapter-14.htm#v2
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9942/jewish/Chapter-14.htm#v2
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9942/jewish/Chapter-14.htm#v3
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9942/jewish/Chapter-14.htm#v3
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9942/jewish/Chapter-14.htm#v4
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9942/jewish/Chapter-14.htm#v4
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9942/jewish/Chapter-14.htm#v10
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9942/jewish/Chapter-14.htm#v10

i) Our burdgn is too hgrd' — Extract from 1 Kings (Melachim) 12

(Page 8)

1 And Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had gone toI
Shechem to make him king.
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3 And they sent and called him; Jeroboam and all the
lassembly of Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam saying,

=221 DY (INQ 2ND) N3 T IR AN A

NKYT DYANYTIXR AT IR Ty

4 "Your father made our burden hard. Now, lighten your
|father’s hard work and his heavy burden which he placed
upon us, and we shall serve you."
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6 And King Rehoboam counselled the elders who had stood
before Solomon his father while he was alive, saying: "How
do you advise [me] to reply to this people?"
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7 And they spoke to him saying, "If you will be a servant to
Ithis people today, and serve them, and respond to them and
speak good words to them, then they will be your servants
Ifor all times.”
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13 The king replied to the people harshly, and he abandoned
Ithe counsel of the elders which they had advised him.

14 And he spoke to them according to the counsel of the
young men saying, "My father made your burden heavy, and
Il shall increase your yoke; my father flogged you with whips,
and | shall flog you with scorpions."
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15 The king did not listen to the people, for it was brought
about by YHVH to fulfil His word, as YHVH had spoken
Ithrough Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam, the son of Nevat.
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16 And all of Israel saw that the king did not listen to them,
and they replied to the king saying: "What share do we have
in David? And no heritage in Jesse's son. To your tents, O
Israel! Now, see your house, David," and the Israelites went
to their homes.
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26 Jeroboam said in his heart, "Now, the kingdom may
Ireturn to the House of David.
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27 If this people goes up to make sacrifices in the House of
YHVH in Jerusalem, the heart of this people will turn to their
Imaster, to Rehoboam, king of Judah, and they will kill me
and return to Rehoboam, king of Judah."
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28 The king took counsel and made two golden calves, and
lhe said to them, "It is too much for you to go up to
Jerusalem; behold your gods, O Israel, that have brought you
lup from the land of Egypt."
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31 And he made high places (i.e., altars) and he made priests
lof some of the people who were not Levites.
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https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896/jewish/Chapter-12.htm#v1
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896/jewish/Chapter-12.htm#v1
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896/jewish/Chapter-12.htm#v3
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896/jewish/Chapter-12.htm#v3
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896/jewish/Chapter-12.htm#v4
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896/jewish/Chapter-12.htm#v4
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896/jewish/Chapter-12.htm#v6
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896/jewish/Chapter-12.htm#v6
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896/jewish/Chapter-12.htm#v7
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896/jewish/Chapter-12.htm#v7
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896/jewish/Chapter-12.htm#v13
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896/jewish/Chapter-12.htm#v13
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896/jewish/Chapter-12.htm#v14
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896/jewish/Chapter-12.htm#v14
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896#v15
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896/jewish/Chapter-12.htm#v16
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896/jewish/Chapter-12.htm#v16
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896/jewish/Chapter-12.htm#v26
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896/jewish/Chapter-12.htm#v26
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896/jewish/Chapter-12.htm#v27
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896/jewish/Chapter-12.htm#v27
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896/jewish/Chapter-12.htm#v28
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896/jewish/Chapter-12.htm#v28
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15896#v31
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iii) Our burden is too hard! -1 kings 12 (Page 9)

Was this democracy in action?

Was there consensus?

How would you describe the people’s behaviour towards Rehoboam, their king?

Was their cause just? Why were they unhappy? Have a look at 1 Kings 9:15.

What qualities are the elders looking for in a king? What do you think of their advice?
How would you describe Rehoboam’s behaviour towards his people?

Was the people’s reaction to Rehoboam’s decision reasonable?

Could they have responded in any other way?

Were there ever any alternatives? Look at v.15. Who was really pulling the strings?

. How many of the tribes followed Jeroboam? Read 1 Kings 11:31.

. Which tribes stayed loyal to Rehoboam?

. The two kings came from which tribes? Why was that significant? Look at Text ii) — Qn. 5.
. How did Jeroboam undermine his people? Compare 1 Kings 12:28 with Ex. 32:4 in Text i).
. Why did he decide to do this?

. Who did Jeroboam emulate? Look at 1 Kings 11: 1-8. Surprised? So, what is the message?
. Which of the 10 Commandments were broken in this story?




Jewish views on Monarchy in the Tenach

(https://www.chabad.org/library/bible cdo/aid/63255/jewish/The-Bible-with-Rashi.htm)

iv) The Torah’s ic_IeaI mogel of a king - Book of Deuteronomy (Devarim), Chapter 17

(Page 10)

14 When you come to the land YHVH, your God, gives you, and
you possess it and live in it, and you say, "l will set a king over
Ime, like all the nations around me,"

15 you will set a king over you, one whom YHVH, your God,
|Ichooses; from among your brothers, you will set a king over
yourself; you won’t appoint a foreigner over yourself, one who
lis not your brother.
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16 Only, he may not acquire many horses for himself, so that
he will not bring the people back to Egypt in order to acquire
many horses, for the Lord said to you, "You will not return that
way anymore."
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17 And he will not take many wives and his heart must not
turn away, and he will not acquire much silver and gold for
Jhimself.
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18 And it will be, when he sits on the throne of his kingdom,
that he will write for himself a copy of this Torah on a scroll
from [that Torah which is] before the Levitic priests.
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19 And it will be with him, and he will read it all the days of his
|life, so that he may learn to fear YHVH, his God, to keep all the
words of this Torah and these statutes, to perform them,
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20 so that his heart will not be haughty over his brothers, and
so that he will not turn away from the commandment, either
to the right or to the left, in order that he may prolong [his]
Idays in his kingdom, he and his sons, among Israel.
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Was appointing a king mandatory or voluntary?

Have a look at this discussion - https://www.etzion.org.il/en/commandment-appoint-king

In this text, what is the king’s main function?
Are any other duties mentioned?

What important duties are missing? Why?
Which three things must a king not do?
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So, why is this king not a good role model?

If the former, why wasn’t Joshua or somebody else made king when they settled in Canaan?

Do these prohibitions remind you of anybody? Have a look at 1 Kings Chapters 4, 10 & 11.
Why does the text above choose to make an example of this king? Text iii) will help.


https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/63255/jewish/The-Bible-with-Rashi.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9981#v14
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9981#v14
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9981#v15
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9981#v15
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9981#v16
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9981#v16
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9981#v17
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9981#v17
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9981#v18
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9981#v18
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9981#v19
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9981#v19
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9981#v20
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9981#v20
https://www.etzion.org.il/en/commandment-appoint-king

V) gideon and Avimelech - Book of Judges (Shoftim), Extracts from Chapters 7-9

(Page 11)

7:22 Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, "Rule over us,
both you, your son and your grandson; for you have saved us
from the hand of Midian."
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7:23 And Gideon said to them, "I shall not rule over you, and
|my son will not rule over you; YHVH will rule over you."
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8:30 And Gideon had 70 sons, who came forth from his thigh;
for he had many wives.
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8:31 And his concubine who was in Shechem, she also bore
him a son. And he designated his name Avimelech.
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|9:1 And Avimelech the son of Yerubbaal (Gideon) went to
Shechem to his mother's brothers; and he spoke to them, and
to all the family of the house of his mother's father, saying:
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9:2 "Speak please, in the ears of all the men of Shechem; What
is better for you, that there rule over you 70 men, all the sons
of Yerubbaal, or that one man rule over you? Remember that
| am your bone and flesh."
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|9:3 And his mother's brothers spoke of him in the ears of all
the men of Shechem all these words. And their hearts inclined
after Avimelech, for they said, "He is our brother."
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9:4 And they gave him 70 pieces of silver of the house of Baal-
Brit. And Avimelech hired with them idle and hasty men, and
they followed him.
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9:5 And he went to his father's house, to Ophrah, and killed his
brothers, the sons of Yerubbaal (Gideon), 70 men on one

stone; but Yotam, the youngest son of Yerubbaal, was left, for
|he hid.
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|9:6 And all the inhabitants of Shechem and Bet-Millo
assembled, and they went and made Avimelech king, by the
plain of stones that was in Shechem.
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Gideon was one of the Judges who, with God’s help, delivered Israel from its neighbours after Joshua had died.
His story is found in Judges Chapters 6-8. With a few tribes rallying to his cause, Gideon defeats the Midianites.

1. After his victory, the people offered Gideon the position of king and what else?

2. Why did he refuse?

3. Why didn’t he accept? Didn’t Deuteronomy 17, Text iv), give him permission?

III

4. Gideon: “only God can rule over Israel.

What can we infer about the status of all the people?

5. If Gideon had agreed, what would have been the pros and cons of that arrangement?
6. What is the moral message of Avimelech’s ambition?
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vi) L_eadgrless and Iawless? - Book of Judges — extracts from Chapters 19-21 (Page 12)

19:1 In those days, there was no king in Israel
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20:3 .... And the Israelites said, "Speak, how did this
evil happen?"
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20:4 And the Levite, the husband of the murdered
woman, replied, "My concubine and | came to Gibeah
that belongs to the Benjaminites to spend the night.
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20:5 And the men of Gibeah rose against me and
surrounded me in the house at night. They intended
to kill me, but they ravished my concubine until she
died.
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20:12 And the tribes of Israel sent men throughout all
Benjamin saying, "What is this evil thing that has
happened among you?”
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20:13 Now, deliver the wicked men that are in Gibeah
and we will put them to death, and we will remove
evil from Israel." But Benjamin was not minded to
listen to the voice of their brother Israelites.

Y222 YK wiTa Dk TN I nhy) |

717 12 ) 12K K71 0w Y Mway Dnm

XY DK iR vRYT7 1002 (2|

20:27 And the Israelites inquired of YHVH, for the Ark
of God’s Covenant was there in those days.
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20:28 And Pinchas, son of Elazar, the son of Aaron
stood before Him in those days, said, "Shall | go out
again to battle with my brother Benjamin or shall |
cease?" And YHVH said, "Go up, for tomorrow | will
deliver them into your hand."
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20:35 And the Lord routed Benjamin before Israel;
that day, the Israelites slew 25,100 men of Benjamin;
all were swordsmen.
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21:25 In those days (there was) no king in Israel; every
man did what was right in his eyes.
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19:1- there was no king; and no judge. What are we meant to infer about society at that time?
How would you describe the political situation amongst the tribes?

Who did the Israelites consult before re-engaging the tribe of Benjamin?

Was the outcome pre-ordained? Did the Israelites do anything wrong?

What is 21:25 implying about Israelite society? Compare the text with Deuteronomy 12:8.
Would a king have made a positive difference? If so, does 21:25 contradict the previous texts?
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vii) If not now, whgn" - 1%t Book of Samuel — Extracts from Chapters 8 and 12

(Page 13)

8:1 When Samuel was old, he made his sons judges for
Israel.
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I8:3 But his sons did not walk in his ways, and they turned
after gain, and they took bribes and perverted justice.
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8:4 All the elders of Israel gathered and came to Samuel at
|[Ramah.
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|8:5 They said to him, "Behold, you have grown old, and
your sons do not walk in your ways. Now, set up for us a
|king to judge us like all the nations."
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|8:6 And the matter was bad in the eyes of Samuel, when
they said, "Give us a king to judge us," and Samuel prayed
to YHVH.
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8:7 And YHVH said to Samuel, "Listen to the voice of the
people, to all that they will say to you, for they have not
rejected you, but they have rejected Me from reigning

over them.
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8:9 Now, listen to their voice; except that you will warn
them, and tell them the manner of the king who will reign
lover them.
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8:11 And [Samuel] said, "This will be the manner of the king
who will reign over you; he will take your sons, and place
them in his chariots and for his horsemen, and they will run
|before his chariots
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8:12 He will make them commanders of thousands and of
fifties, to do his ploughing and reap his harvest, and make
|his weapons and the equipment for his chariots.
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8:13 He will take your daughters for perfumers, cooks and
|bakers
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8:14 He will take the best of your fields, your vineyards and
your olive trees, and will give them to his servants.
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8:15 He will tithe your grain crops and your vineyards, and
|he will give them to his officers and his servants.
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8:16 He will take your male and female servants, and your
Jmost handsome youths and your asses, to do his work.
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8:17 He will tithe your flocks and you will be his slaves.

IDTY? 771N DRI WY DINY T

8:19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel's voice, and
they said, "No, but there will be a king over us.
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8:20 We will be like all the nations, and our king will judge
us, go forth before us, and wage our wars."
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12:2 Now, behold, the king walks before you, and |
[Samuel] have become old and hoary, and my sons are
|here with you, and | have walked before you from my
youth and until this day.
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12:3 Here | am. Bear witness against me before YHVH and
before His anointed. Whose ox or ass did | take? Whom did
I rob? Whom did | oppress? From whose hand did | take a
ransom with which | hide my eyes? | will return it to you."
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12:17 Is it not the wheat harvest today? | shall call to YHVH,
and He will send thunder and rain; you will know and see
|that your evil is great, which you have done in the eyes of
YHVH, to ask for a king."

B nin7N K o bronmy KitD T
X N2 DNV AR YT 0RI Nip

AT T

70 DY 7iXYY Nin ya bntwy

12:19 And all the people said to Samuel, "Pray for your
servants to YHVH your God and let us not die, for we have
added to all our sins evil, to ask for a king."
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12:20 And Samuel said to the people, "Fear not. You have
|done all this evil, but do not turn aside from following
YHVH, and you will serve YHVH with all your heart.
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12:25 But, if you will surely do evil, both you and your king
will be destroyed.
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Was this democracy in action? If so, does it get a ringing endorsement from the Tenach?
Who represented the people? What do you infer from that politically? Was there consensus?
What do you think of their behaviour towards Samuel? Respectful? Rude?

Did they ask Samuel for a king or tell him to appoint one? Why did they want change?

In Ch. 8, what was the king’s primary role? In Ch.
Why did Samuel object? Was he reasonable? If not, why not? Was he defending God?

Did he have a personal agenda? If you suspect this was the motive, what were his reasons?
Why did God object? Was His reaction reasonable? If not, why not?

Did Text iv) above — Deuteronomy 17 — not allow the people to have a king?

. In Text iv) who would choose the king? So, did the people in this story follow halacha?

. Why did Samuel and God object? Had they forgotten their Torah?! How do you explain this?
. Why did God tell Samuel to listen to the people and appoint a human king?

. Examine 8:5. Some take the representatives to task for four things. And they are?

. What arguments would you muster if you had to defend them from such criticism?

. In Chapter 12, Samuel twice described the people’s desire for a king as ....?

. How did God demonstrate his support for Samuel’s judgment of the people’s decision?

. Why would such an inauspicious event have been regarded by the people as an evil omen?

. When did this Act of God take place? It is more commonly known as ....?

. So, do you think the people’s cause was just and reasonable? If so, why? If not, why not?

12, what change was made to his duties?
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Challenging Authority ( Page 15)

viii) Disobeying God - Genesis (Bereishit) 2 & 3

2:17 But of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil you will not '3 42N 78N N7 V)1 2i0 T yuni T'I
|eat of it, for on the day that you eat from it, you will surely die." THNN Nin 12AN 7oK DIy
3:6 And the woman saw that the tree was good for food and TNIXD 1IN '7 YV 2iv 2 ndixn X1 |
that it was a delight to the eyes, and the tree was desirable to | jmon ngn| L, w7 Yy TR0 Dty XD
make one wise; so she took of its fruit, and she ate, and she ) :-7;) ANy 'WJ'NL’ D2 [AAI 9yNAl
gave also to her husband who was with her, and he ate. PR ARY AP DA DAL 7RAL
1. In 2:17, God instructed Adam. Why didn’t Adam stop Eve taking the fruit?
2. Do you think that humanity really understood the warning in 2:177?
3. Adam and Eve survived this experience. They did not die. Was God’s threat hollow?
4. What did humanity gain and what did it lose?
5. As a morality tale, which of the 10 Commandments were broken?
6. So, do you think that Eve and Adam were right to ignore God? If so, why?
7. Given the outcome, what does this story tell you about obedience v. free will?

ix) Deceiving and lving to a Parent - Genesis (Bereishit) 27
19 And Jacob said to his father, "I am Esau your firstborn. | have :T‘pg QY ‘-;)m |'jt<'7¥ me_ jr_m.?l U'I
done as you have spoken to me. Please get up, sit down and eat [3Y5x] NV NI"DIP '8 PNAT KD MDY
of my game, so that your soul will bless me." S 1q49) 115717 1A Sl

20 And Isaac said to his son, "How is it that you have found [it] NXN7 Mnn NI NN it N poy! N ol
so quickly, my son?" And he said, "Because the Lord your God |39'7 T-]In( NN NN D WYJN'I 19
|lprepared it before me."

21 And Isaac said to Jacob, "Please come closer, so that | may 1 NYi2 3711'"7)( 70X NN NO|
feel you, my son, whether you are really my son Esau or not." .N'? DX WY 12 N7 NDXD "3
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22 So Jacob drew near to Isaac his father, and he felt him, and j)gx'-i! NN I"MAN 7ny-"7N RiTAVIRYEG b |
he said, "The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the QWY T DI Y i
hands of Esau."

23 And he [Isaac] did not recognize him because his hands were I'DX WY 'T'D |l']1 1™ NN N'?I ad
|hairy like the hands of his brother Esau, and he blessed him. 40271 NOYY
24 And he [Isaac] said, "Are you really my son Esau?" And he SN N IQY 2 DT NDX N T

[Jacob] said, "l am."

Who told Jacob that this ruse was necessary? What was the prize?

Why was Jacob not keen? Why did he agree to do it?

Why does Isaac suspect? How does Jacob unwittingly reveal himself in v.207?

Do you think that Jacob should have duped his father?

Were Jacob and Esau ever reconciled? Look closely at Genesis 33:4. What do you think?
Who gained and who lost from this story?

As a morality tale, which of the 10 Commandments were broken?
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X) Confronting a King with the truth - 2" Book of Samuel, Chap.12

(Page 16)

12:5 And David became very angry at the man; and he said to
Nathan: "As YHVH lives, the man who has done this is liable to
death.
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12:7 And Nathan said to David, "You are the man. Thus, says
YHVH the God of Israel: 'l anointed you as king over Israel, and |
|delivered you from the hand of Saul.

12:9 Why have you despised YHVH’s word, to do what is evil in
IMy eyes? You have smitten Uriah the Hittite with the sword,

you have taken his wife for your wife, and you have slain him

with the sword of the children of Ammon.
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12:11 So says YHVH: "Behold I shall raise up against you evil out
lof your own house, and | shall take your wives before your eyes
and | shall give them to your neighbour, and he will lie with your
wives in the sight of this sun.
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12:12 For you have acted in secrecy, but | shall do this thing
before all Israel and before the sun."
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Why did David behave in this way?
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Was Uriah’s wife Batsheva complicit? Have a look at 2 Samuel 11:2. Totally innocent or ...?
Uriah had fine qualities (2 Samuel 11:11-13). What does that tell us about David?
Did David have Nathan executed for insolence? If not, why not?
How did David react to this rebuke? Have a look at 2 Samuel 12: 13-23.
As a morality tale, which of the 10 Commandments were broken?
Can you think of other classic cases where Jewish prophets challenged their kings?
Check out 1 Samuel 15, 1 Kings 21 and Jeremiah 38.

8. Can you think of other classics where political authority was challenged?
What about: Numbers 12 (Moses’s siblings)? And Numbers 16 (Korach)?
But in both those cases, who was really being challenged?
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Political Freedom (Page 17)

xi) Escape from Egypt - Book of Exodus (Shemot)

1:13 The Egyptians enslaved the children of Israel with back- 92 YNAW' N2-TIX DAYN 1TV ;\.I
|preaking labour. T g : : : g

9:1 And YHVH said to Moses, "Come to Pharaoh and speak to NYI9-78 N2 NYNTIX NINY NN
him, 'So said YHVH, God of the Hebrews, "Send My people out 02VN NN DA RN 1'YN NI

so that they may serveMe. | T 77 1TV '"AV NN DYV

1. The first 14 chapters of Exodus were a power struggle between whom? Over what?
2. Why did God want to free the Israelites? Can you provide at least four different reasons?

Xii) Rare Unity - 1°t Book of Samuel, Chapter 11

7. And he (Saul) took a yoke of oxen and cut them in pieces, and [ 21227702 n'-ﬁgj:l -m[’]]:q;”_ jlf;g -my hl-_)-gl T
sent them throughout the entire border of Israel in the hand of 1IN YN NG | D'?N'?YJD T2 %.ﬂwf
the messengers, saying, "Whomsoever does not go forth after . = ! i :
Saul and after Samuel, so shall be done to his oxen," and a fear
lof YHVH fell upon the people, and they went forth as one man.

.....
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1. Did the people ever rebel against King Saul? But look at 1 Samuel Chapter 10:27.
2. Did they ever rebel against King David? Check out 2 Samuel, Chapter 15.
3. No one rebelled or complained against one leader of all the people. Who was that?
xiii) Peace in their Time, but...... - 1%t Book of Kings, Chapter 5
5:1 And Solomon reigned over all the kingdoms from the River "I ﬂif)'?Y,JEJD'7;)3"7WiYJ 'y n'ﬁbgﬂ N

to the land of the Philistines, and to the border of Egypt, they |qwjan oyn 7122 TV 0'AY/79 yax Y|
brought presents, and served Solomon all the days of his life. T 'I""Iq :');J"VE; DD;NJ']']N D"DMI nI'T'IZTIY_J

1. How did Solomon achieve this? Check out 1 Kings 3:1.
2. What was the price he paid for this stratagem? Have a look at 1 Kings 11: 1-8.
3. How did it affect the future of his realm? Back to 1 Kings 11: 9-14 and 23-39.
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Xiv) False Dawn? -1 Bookof Maccabees, Chapter 14 (Page 18)

25 When the people heard of these things, they said, “How shall we thank Simon and his sons?

26 He, his brothers, his father’s house have stood firm, repulsed Israel’s enemies, and have established its

freedom.” So, they made an inscription on bronze tablets, which they affixed to pillars on Mt. Zion.

28 “... in a great assembly of priests, people, rulers of the nation, and elders of the region, the following
proclamation was made to us:

29 “‘Since there have often been wars in our country, Simon, son of the priest Mattathias, descendant of
Yoarib, and his brothers have put themselves in danger and resisted the enemies of their nation, that
their sanctuary and law might be maintained, and they have thus brought great glory to their nation.

30 Jonathan rallied the nation, became their high priest, and was gathered to his people.

31 When their enemies sought to invade and ravage their country and to violate their sanctuary,

32 Simon rose up and fought for his nation, spending large sums of his own money to equip his nation’s
forces and give them their pay.

35 When the people saw Simon’s fidelity and glory he planned to bring to his nation, they made him their
leader and high priest because of all he had accomplished and the justice and fidelity he had shown
his nation. In every way he sought to exalt his people.

36 “/In his time and under his guidance they succeeded in driving the Gentiles out of their country and

those in the City of David in Jerusalem...

41 .... the Jewish people and their priests had decided the following: Simon will be their leader and high
priest forever until a trustworthy prophet arises.

42 He will act as governor over them, and have charge of the sanctuary, to make regulations concerning
its functions and concerning the country, its weapons and strongholds.

43 He will be obeyed by all. All contracts in the country will be written in his name, and he will be clothed
in purple and gold.

44 1t will not be lawful for any of the people or priests to nullify any of these decisions, to contradict the
orders given by him, to convene an assembly in the country without his consent, to be clothed in
purple or wear a gold buckle.

45 Whoever acts otherwise or violates any of these prescriptions will be liable to punishment.”

46 Thus all the people approved of granting Simon the right to act in accord with these decisions,

47 and Simon accepted and agreed to be high priest, governor and ethnarch of the Jewish people and
priests, and to have authority over all.

48 It was decreed that this inscription would be engraved on bronze tablets, to be set up in a conspicuous
place in the precincts of the sanctuary,

49 and copies would be deposited in the treasury, where they would be available to Simon and his sons.

Was this democracy in action?

How would you describe the people’s behaviour? Was there consensus?

Who invested authority in Simon Maccabeus? Where was God?

What does the end of v.41 mean? Is this messianic? Was Simon’s investiture possibly suspect?
Simon becoming “High Priest, Governor and Ethnarch” was theologically heretical. Why?
Simon paved the way for the Hasmonean dynasty. How long did it last?

Two groups fought for religious control. Who were they and why were they at loggerheads?
When was the split between these factions finally resolved? Which group won?

The Maccabees prevailed against assimilation. Why was their story excluded from our Bible?
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Extracts from a Symposium on Democracy and Judaism in 2012 (Page 19)

Shlomo Avineri - Professor of Political Science, Hebrew U. Former director-general of Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Democracy is a distinctly modern phenomenon, emerging in the 19th century. With some pilpul one can find a sentence
here and there in the great sea of the Talmud, which can be interpreted as supporting democratic ideas (e.g.,“one should
follow the many”). But if one takes seriously the basic norms of Judaism as originating in divine revelation, obviously such
eternal verities cannot be open to the vagaries of human opinion. For centuries, Jews did possess institutional structures
that were based on representation and some sort of electoral process—the kehilla. Ordinary Jews congregated together,
elected their own leadership, secular and religious, taxed themselves and established the institutions needed for the
preservation of their culture—synagogues, schools, welfare support groups and burial societies. Democracy has a Jewish

ancestry, but this political tradition grew out of the real needs of actual Jews, not from religious texts or commandments.

Noah Feldman - Professor of Law, Harvard Law School; author of Divided by God: America’s Church-State Problem.
Democracy has two essential parts: majority rule and the equal treatment of free citizens. Judaism never historically had
much to say on the former, but it has a lot to say about the latter. Although the origins of democracy as a political practice
are Greek, democracy is a very flexible idea, and it's compatible with Jewish values and ideals when those are themselves
interpreted so that they are both egalitarian and majoritarian. The Bible certainly doesn’t imagine democracy, nor does the
Talmud. Yet some modern ideals of equal treatment for all and the equal dignity of human beings can be said to have

important biblical and rabbinic roots.

David Novak - Professor of Jewish Studies, U. of Toronto; author of Covenantal Rights: Study in Jewish Political Theory.
If you mean democracy as a political order created by human beings who claim ultimate authority is theirs, then no. The
Jewish idea is that the ultimate authority in the world and every part of it is God. However, if democracy is a certain type of
procedure that ensures such things as majority rule and individual rights—the benefits of democracy—then yes, these
things can be found in the Jewish tradition and developed by constructive Jewish thought. The right to life and the right not

to be harmed are codified in Jewish law.

Norman Ornstein - resident scholar at the American Enterprise Institute and co-author of It’s Even Worse Than It Looks.
Does democracy stem from Judaism? No. You can go back to the Greeks and even before. Is it consistent with Judaism?
There, | would say largely yes, but with a caveat: What is Judaism? There are many strains. Fundamentalist Judaism would
not view democracy as an ideal or consistent with what it believes. In Judaism, where you have an enormous tolerance for
different viewpoints, a culture built around argument, a willingness to tolerate dissent, a focus on the larger society and

helping others in need, the whole concept of tzedakah, it seems to bolster many of the ideas of democracy and freedom.

Beth Wenger - Director, Jewish Studies Program, University of Pennsylvania.
The Bible, of course, represents a theocracy, not a democracy, which is not to say there are not some ideas about social

justice and democratic values that have biblical origins.
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Fania Oz-Salzberger — Director, Posen Forum for Political Thought, Haifa University; co-author of Jews and Words.

The Jewish tradition carries very powerful democratic genes. There is a long-standing Jewish notion of popular civil
participation, with numerous voices taking part in political decision-making. The ancient Israelites are on biblical record as a
dazzling multiplicity of voices—both men and women—debating and deciding issues such as what is the best form of
government, who is the true sovereign, how should human beings be governed, what are the entitlements of the ruler and
the ruled, how to achieve social and economic justice, and what community is all about? The fierce multivocality and the

ever-present quest for human equality and social justice were often uniquely Israelite, and later uniquely Jewish.

Eilon Schwartz - director of the Shaharit think tank in Israel.

Judaism can suggest democracy and democratic ideals. The foundational notion of the Tenach, that all human beings are
created in God’s image, presents the theological basis on which the democratic idea of citizenship and equal rights is
based. But Judaism can suggest the very opposite, that there is one ultimate authority, and it is not the people. The
guestion here in Israel is what understanding of Judaism and democracy will we choose to shape Israel’s future? And that is
a political choice. The more that they are considered compatible, the less tension there will be between the Jewish and
democratic identities of this country. The more that they are considered in tension, the more Jews will be forced to choose

between the Jewish and democratic identities of this country, a dangerous gambit where all sides will inevitably lose.

Adam Sutcliffe - Senior Lecturer, Early Modern History, Kings College London; author of Judaism and Enlightenment.
The inescapability of divine authority and of the divine covenant is central to Judaism, and in the European Enlightenment
many thinkers regarded Judaism as a religion of unquestioning obedience to divine law. For Kant and others this aspect of
Judaism was deeply inimical to individually autonomous thought and judgment, which was and still is widely regarded as
essential to the successful functioning of a democracy. The claim that the key ideas of Western political discourse are
somehow proprietorially Jewish seems often to derive from a desire to associate Jews and Judaism with Euro-American

values, in contrast to those imputed to the Islamic world.

Michael Walzer - Professor Emeritus, Princeton University; author of In God’s Shadow: Politics in the Hebrew Bible.
Did we invent democracy? No. The Greeks did. | don’t think there’s anything in the Tenach from which you could derive an
argument about democratic politics. Political democracy, the rule of people, the notion that the word of the people is the
word of God, there’s nothing like that in ancient Jewish thought, and | doubt that it can be found in the Talmud either. We

came to democracy slowly.

Ruth Wisse - Professor at Harvard University; author of Jews and Power.

Ben Gurion once said he was prime minister of a country of prime ministers, implying that Jews are hyper-democratic. If
democracy encourages governance from below—by the people, of the people and for the people—then the memory

of all the Jews standing at Sinai, and later, the practice of all the Jews reading from the Torah would certainly have

encouraged a democratic culture. Democracy is less a Jewish idea than a by-product of the Jewish way of life.



