DEMOCRACY, AUTHORITY AND FREEDOM
Shavuot, 28-30 May 2020 – 6-7 Sivan 5780
Contents of study pack
1. Definitions:
i)
Democracy
ii)
Other governmental systems
iii)
Political authority
iv)
Political Freedom

Page Number

2

2. The Three Crowns paradigm to describe the governance of ancient societies:
i)
The family led by the Patriarchs
ii)
The Israelites led by Moses
iii)
The Israelites led by Samuel
iv)
The Israelites led by David
v)
The Southern Kingdom of Judah led by Josiah
vi)
Judea led by Simon the Maccabee

3
3
4
4
5
5

3. The expressed will of the people:
i)
The Golden Calf
ii)
The Twelve Spies
iii)
Our burden is too hard!

6
7
8+9

4. Views on Monarchy in the Tenach:
iv)
The Torah’s ideal king
v)
Gideon and Avimelech
vi)
Leaderless and lawless?
vii) If not now, when?

10
11
12
12 - 14

5. Challenging Authority:
viii) Disobeying God
ix)
Deceiving and lying to a parent
x)
Confronting a king with the truth

15
15
16

6. Political Freedom:
xi)
Escape from Egypt
xii) Rare Unity
xiii) Peace in their Time, but….
xiv) False Dawn?

17
17
17
18

7. Is Democracy a Jewish Idea? – Symposium in the USA, 20 September 2012

19 + 20

Nahum Gordon
Kol Nefesh Masorti

DEFINITIONS
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• Democracy is “Government of the people, by the people, for the people” (Abraham Lincoln).
• A democracy is a government in which the supreme power is vested in the people and exercised
directly by them or by their elected agents under a free electoral system.
• A representative democracy is where citizens elect officials to make political decisions, formulate
laws, and administer programmes for the public good.
• A constitutional democracy is a representative democracy which operates with a constitution that
limits the powers of the government and guarantees fundamental rights to all citizens. In such a
society, the majority rules and the rights of minorities are protected by, and through the
institutionalisation of, law. Important components of a good, democratic system include:
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Equality before the law.
Due process of the law.
A guarantee of basic human rights.
Sovereignty of the people.
Government which relies on the consent of the people.
Constitutional limits on government.
Free and fair elections.
Political pluralism.
Majority rule.
Rights of the minority – to prevent tyranny of the majority.
Social values of cooperation and co-existence.
Mixed economy – public, private and charity sectors.

• A Plutocracy is government run by the rich, people whose power comes from their wealth.
• An Oligarchy is government by a few people, be they a military, religious, aristocratic or wealthy elite.
• A Theocracy is government by divine guidance or by those regarded as divinely guided. Government
leaders might be members of the clergy and the state’s legal system is based on religious law.
• An Autocracy is government by one person holding absolute, unlimited power.
• Polity – a group of people organised for governance, such as the government of a country or state.
• Political – exercising power in the governmental or public affairs of a country or state.
• Political Authority – the power granted by the people to the state which reflects the differences
between the people’s duties to, and the rights they may expect from, that state.
• Political Authority – the right of a government to rule (political legitimacy), whilst imposing an
obligation on its citizens to obey.
• Political Freedom – “Liberty, Equality and Fraternity” (French Revolution, 1792).
• Two Concepts of Liberty (Isaiah Berlin, 1958):
❖ Positive Liberty - the freedom to participate in the political process and to be the autonomous
master of one’s own drives.
❖ Negative Liberty - the ‘right to be le(f)t alone’ in one’s private life; liberalism - defending the
individual against ‘interference,’ particularly when exercised by the state.
• Libertarianism - people may do as they please, but their actions may not hurt others. A political
consequence is that governmental power would be severely curtailed to allow people to have as
much freedom as possible.

THE THREE CROWN PARADIGM
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R. Shimon (bar Yochai) said: “There are three crowns – the crown of Torah, the crown of Priesthood
and the crown of Kingship, but the crown of a good name surpasses all of them” [Pirkei Avot 4:17].

Society in Patriarchal times; note that the head of the family fulfils all three functions

GOD

Patriarch’s wives,
concubines and children

Keter Kehunah
Patriarch builds altars, monuments, sacrifices, prays and blesses

Israelite society after the Exodus – clear duties; who persuaded Moses to delegate?

GOD

The 12 Tribes of Israel
(The Edah - congregation)

Keter Kehunah
Cohen Gadol - Aaron the High Priest,
supported by Cohanim and Levi’im

THE THREE CROWN PARADIGM
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Israelite society under Samuel, the last of the Judges; he performs all three functions

GOD

The Edah – the elders and
the rest of the people

Keter Kehunah
Cohen Gadol – Samuel is in charge
of the Mishkan at Shiloh

Israelite society with King David as the leader – what was his main duty for the people?

GOD

Edah/ Am Ha’Aretz led by
the elders

Keter Kehunah
Cohen Gadol - Zadok the High Priest,
supported by Temple functionaries

THE THREE CROWN PARADIGM
Israelite society under the proto-messianic King Josiah - why was he so highly regarded?

GOD

Am Ha’Aretz led by elders

Keter Kehunah
Cohen Gadol – Hilkiah – hereditary rights as a
descendant of Zadok; who discovers the book
of Devarim; supported by Temple functionaries

Judea under Simon the Maccabee - he performs all three functions – plus ca change!

“Priests, people, rulers
and elders” appoint
Simon High Priest and
Ethnarch (Governor)

Keter Kehunah
Simon the Maccabee – Cohen Gadol. Supported by
some priests but opposed by others because he
was not from the hereditary Zadokite line
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The Expressed Will of the People
i) The
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Golden Calf - Extract from Chapter 32 of Book of Exodus (Shemot)

1 When the people saw that Moses was late in coming down
from the mountain, the people assembled against Aaron, and
said to him: "Get up! Make gods for us that will go before us,
because this man Moses, who brought us up from the land of
Egypt, we don't know what has become of him."

משה לָ ֶ ֶ֣ר ֶדת ִמן־הָ ָ ָ֑הר
ֶׁ֖ ֶ בשש
ֵׁ֥ א וַיַ ֶ֣ ְַּ֣רא הָ עָָ֔ ם ִ ִּֽכי
| אמ ֤רּו אלָ יו֙ ֶ֣קּום
ְ ל־אהֲ ֹ֗רן ִּֽוַי
ִּֽ ַ ַוַיִ ָק ֵ֨הל הָ עָ ם ע
| ֹלהים אֲ ֶ ֤שר י ְִּֽלכּו֙ ְלפָ ָ֔נינּו כִ י־זֶ ֶ֣ה
ִ ֹ֗ ֱעֲשה־לָ ֶ֣נּו א
משה הָ ֹ֗ ִאיש אֲ ֶ ֤שר ֶ ִּֽהעֱלֵָ֨ נּו֙ מ ֶ ֶ֣א ֶרץ ִמצְ ַ ָ֔ריִם ֵׁ֥לא
ֶ֣ ֶ
:ה־היָה לִּֽ ֹו
ֵׁ֥ ָ ֶי ַ ֶָׁ֖דעְ נּו מ

4 He (Aaron) took [the golden earrings] from their hand[s],
fashioned it with an engraving tool, and made it into a molten
calf, and they said: "These are your gods, O Israel, who have
brought you up from the land of Egypt!"

ֲשהּו ֶ֣עגֶל
ֶׁ֖ ד וַיִ ַ ֶ֣קח ִמי ָָֹ֗דם וַיָ ֤צַ ר אתֹו֙ בַ חֶָ֔ ֶרט ו ַ ִַּֽיע
ֹלהיךָ֙ י ְִׂש ָר ֵ֔אל אֲ ֶׁ֥שר
ֶ֨ ֱאמרָ֔ ּו ֤אלֶ ה א
ְ מַ סכָ ָ֑ה ֶ֣וַי
ֶֽהעֱ ל֖ ּוך מ ֶׁ֥ארץ ִמצְׂ ָ ֶֽריִם

9 And YHVH said to Moses: "I have seen this people and behold יתי֙ אֶ ת־הָ ָ ֶ֣עם הַ זֶָ֔ ה
ִ ל־משה ָר ֵ֨ ִא
ָ֑ ֶ
ֶט ֵׁ֥וַיאמֶ ר יְהוָ ֶׁ֖ה א
it is a stiff-necked people.
:ה־ע ֶרף הִּֽ ּוא
ֶׁ֖ ם־קש
ְ ַו ְִהנֵׁ֥ה ע
10 Now, leave Me alone and My anger will blaze and consume
them, and I will make you into a great nation."

י וְעַ ָתה֙ הַ ִנֶ֣יחָ ה ָ֔ ִלי ו ִ ְִּֽיחַ ר־אַ ִ ֵׁ֥פי בָ ֶ ֶׁ֖הם ַוִּֽאֲ כַלָ֑ם
:ֹותךֶׁ֖ ְל ֵׁ֥גֹוי ג ִָּֽדֹול
ְ ֱשה ִּֽא
ֵׁ֥ ֶ ו ֶ ְִּֽאע

19 It came to pass when he approached the camp, saw the calf
יט ַוי ֹ֗ ְִהי ַ ִּֽכאֲ ֶ ֤שר ָק ַרב֙ אֶ ל־הַ ַ ִּֽמחֲ ֶָ֔נה וַיַ ֵׁ֥ ְַּ֣רא אֶ ת־
and dances, that Moses' anger was kindled; he flung the tablets ַשלְ֤ך ִמי ָָדו֙ אֶ ת־
ְ משה ַוי
ֶֹ֗ ר־אף
ֶ֣ ַ ַּומחֹלָ֑ ת ו ִ ִַּֽיח
ְ הָ ֶׁ֖עגֶל
from his hands, shattering them at the foot of the mountain.
:ְש ֵׁ֥בר א ָ ֶׁ֖תם ַ ֵׁ֥תחַ ת הָ ָ ִּֽהר
ַ הַ ל ָֻּ֔חת ַוי
20 Then he took the calf they had made, burned it in fire,
ground it to fine powder, scattered [it] on the surface of the
water, and gave [it to] the children of Israel to drink.

כ ַויִ ַּ֞ ַקח אֶ ת־הָ ֵ֨עגֶל אֲ ֶ ֤שר עָ שּו֙ וַיִ ְש ֶ֣רף בָ ָ֔אש
ל־פנֶ֣י הַ ָ֔ ַמיִם וַיַ ְֶׁ֖שק
ְ ַר־דק ו ֵ֨ ִַיזֶר֙ ע
ָ֑ ָ וַיִ ְט ַ ֶׁ֖חן ַ ֶ֣עד אֲ ֶש
:ת־בנֵׁ֥י י ְִש ָר ִּֽאל
ְ
ֶא

28 The sons of Levi did according to Moses' word; on that day,
some three thousand men fell from among the people.

֙משה וַיִ ֤פל ִמן־הָ עָ ם
ָ֑ ֶ ֲשּו ְבנִּֽי־לוִ ֶׁ֖י כִ ְד ַ ֶ֣בר
ֵׁ֥ כח ו ַ ִַּֽיע
:בַ ֶ֣ יֹום הַ ָ֔הּוא כִ ְשלֵׁ֥ ֶשת אַ ְל ֶׁ֖פי ִ ִּֽאיש

35 And YHVH struck the people with a plague, because they had
made the calf that Aaron had made.

לה וַיִ ֵׁ֥גף יְהוָ ֶׁ֖ה אֶ ת־הָ ָ ָ֑עם עַַ֚ ל אֲ ֶ ֶ֣שר עָ ֶ֣שּו אֶ ת־
:הָ ָ֔עגֶל אֲ ֶ ֵׁ֥שר עָ ָ ֶׁ֖שה ַ ִּֽאהֲ ִּֽרן

1. Was this democracy in action?
2. How would you describe the people’s behaviour?
3. Was there consensus, i.e., did all the people participate?
4. Which miraculous act did the people ascribe to Moses?
5. What does that say about their belief in God?
6. Why did they demand “gods that will go before us”? What does that say about God?
7. How would you describe their attitude towards Aaron?
8. Where did he get the idea to make a molten calf?
9. What did he use? What else will this be used for? Ironic? What is the Torah’s message?
10. When Moses returned to the camp, who did he emulate? Why is that ironic?
11. Who exacted retribution for Moses? Why them? Why was their behaviour unsurprising?
12. Which of the 10 Commandments were broken in this story?

ii) The Twelve Spies – Extracts from Chapters 13 and 14 of Book of Numbers (Bamidbar)

(Page 7)

26 They went and came to Moses, Aaron and all the
congregation of the Children of Israel, to the desert of Paran
at Kadesh. They brought them (Moses and Aaron) back a
report, as well as to all the congregation, and they showed
them the fruit of the land.

ל־אהֲ רן וְאֶ ל־כָל־ע ַ ֲַ֧דת
ִּֽ ַ ֶל־משה וְא
ֵֶ֨
ֶכו וַי ְִּֽלכ֡ ּו ַוי ָֹ֩בא ֹּ֩ו א
ארן ָק ָ֑ד ָשה ַוי ֵ֨ ִָשיבּו א ָ ֤תם
ֶׁ֖ ָ ָל־מ ְד ַ ֵׁ֥בר פ
ִ ְֶבנִּֽי־י ְִש ָר ֵ֛אל א
:ת־פ ִ ֵׁ֥רי הָ ָ ִּֽא ֶרץ
ְ
ֶָל־הע ָָ֔דה ַוי ְַר ֶׁ֖אּום א
ֶ֣ ָ ָדבָ ר֙ וְאֶ ת־כ

27 They told him (Moses) and said, "We came to the land
where you sent us, and it is flowing with milk and honey, and
this is its fruit.

אמרָ֔ ּו ָּ֕ ָבאנּו אֶ ל־הָ ָ ֶׁ֖א ֶרץ אֲ ֶ ֶ֣שר
ְ כז ַויְסַ ְפרּו־לֹו֙ ֶ֣וַי
:ֶה־פ ְר ָיִּּֽה
ִ ְשלַ ְח ָ ָ֑תנּו ְְ֠ו ְַ֠גם ז ֵ֨ ַָבת חָ לָ ֵׁ֥ב ְּוד ַ ֵ֛בש ִ ֶׁ֖הוא ְוז

28 However, the people who inhabit the land are mighty, and
the cities are very large and fortified, and we even saw there
the children of the Anak (giant).”

ישב בָ ָ ָ֑א ֶרץ ו ֶ ְִּֽהעָ ִ ֹ֗רים ְבצ ֻּ֤רֹות
ֶׁ֖ ַי־עז הָ עָָ֔ ם ה
ֶ֣ ַ ִכח אֶַ֚ פֶ ס כ
:גְ דֹלת֙ ְמ ָ֔אד ְוגַם־י ְִל ֵׁ֥די ָ ִּֽהעֲנָ ֶׁ֖ק ָר ִ ֵׁ֥אינּו ָ ִּֽשם

31 And the men who went up with him (Calev) said, "We are
unable to go up against the people, for they are stronger than
we are.”

לא וְהֵָ֨ אֲ נ ִָשים אֲ ֶשר־עָ ל֤ ּו עִ מֹו֙ ָ ִּֽא ְמרָ֔ ּו ֵׁ֥לא נּוכַ ֶׁ֖ל ַ ִּֽלעֲלֶ֣ ֹות
:אֶ ל־הָ ָ ָ֑עם ִ ִּֽכי־חָ זָ ֵׁ֥ק הֶׁ֖ ּוא ִמ ֶ ִּֽמנּו

32 They (10 of the 12 spies) put out a report to the Children of
Israel about the land which they had scouted, saying, "The
land we passed through to scout is a land that consumes its
inhabitants, and all the people we saw in it are men of
stature.”

ל־בנֵׁ֥י
ְ ֶלב וַיצִ יאּו ִד ַ ֤בת הָ אֵָ֨ ֶרץ֙ אֲ ֶ ֶ֣שר ָת ֶ֣רּו א ָָ֔תּה א
אמר הָ אָ֡ ֶרץ אֲ ֶש ֹ֩ר עָ ֵ֨ ַב ְרנּו בָ ּה לָ ֶ֣תּור א ָֹ֗תּה
ָ֑ י ְִש ָר ֶׁ֖אל ל
ר־ר ִ ֵׁ֥אינּו
ָ יה ָ֔ ִהוא ְוכָל־הָ ָ ֵ֛עם אֲ ֶש
ָ֙ ֹוש ֵ֨ ֶב
ְ ֶ ֶ֣א ֶרץ אכֶ ֤לֶ ת ִּֽ י
:נְשי ִמדִֹּֽות
ֵׁ֥ ְַבתֹוכָ ֶּׁ֖ה א

1 All the congregation raised their voices and shouted, and
the people wept that night.
2 All the Children of Israel complained against Moses and
Aaron, and all the congregation said, "If only we had died in
the land of Egypt, or if only we had died in this wilderness.
3 Why does YHVH bring us to this land to fall by the sword;
our wives and children will be booty. Is it not better for us to
return to Egypt?"

ָל־הע ָָ֔דה וַיִ ְת ֶׁ֖נּו אֶ ת־קֹולָ ָ֑ם וַיִ ְב ֵׁ֥כּו הָ ָ ֶׁ֖עם
ֶ֣ ָ א ו ִַת ָשא֙ כ
:בַ לַ ֵׁ֥ יְלָ ה הַ הִּֽ ּוא
אמרֵ֨ ּו
ְ ל־אהֲ ָ֔רן ֶׁ֖כל ְבנֶ֣י י ְִש ָר ָ֑אל ִּֽוַי
ִּֽ ַ ַל־משה וְע
ֶ֣ ֶ
ַב וַיִ ֵ֨לנּו֙ ע
לּו־מ ְתנּו֙ ְב ֶ ֶ֣א ֶרץ ִמצְ ַ ָ֔ריִם ֵ֛אֹו
ַ ֵ֨
ָל־הע ָֹ֗דה
ִּֽ ָ אֲ להֶ ם כ
:לּו־מ ְתנּו
ִּֽ ָ
בַ ִמ ְד ָ ֵׁ֥בר הַ ֶזֶׁ֖ה
ג וְלָ ָ ֶ֣מה ְְ֠יה ְָ֠וה מ ִֵ֨ביא א ָתנּו אֶ ל־הָ ָ ֤א ֶרץ הַ זאת֙ ִלנְ ֶ֣פל
ָשינּו וְטַ ֶׁ֖פנּו ִ ִּֽי ְ ֶ֣היּו לָ ַ ָ֑בז הֲ לַ֧ ֹוא ֵׁ֥ ֵׁ֥טֹוב לָ ֶׁ֖נּו ֵׁ֥שּוב
ֵׁ֥ בַ חֶָ֔ ֶרב נ
:ִמצְ ָ ִּֽריְמָ ה

4 They said, each man to his brother, "Let us appoint a leader
and return to Egypt!"

נִתנָ ֵׁ֥ה ֶׁ֖ראש ְונ ֵָׁ֥שּובָ ה
ְ אמ ֶׁ֖רּו ִ ֶ֣איש אֶ ל־אָ ִ ָ֑חיו
ְ ד ִּֽוַי
ִמצְ ָ ִּֽר ְימָ ה

10 All the congregation threatened to pelt them (Calev and
Joshua) with stones, but the glory of the Lord appeared in the
Tent of Meeting to all the Children of Israel.

ָל־הע ָָ֔דה ִל ְר ֵׁ֥גֹום א ָ ֶׁ֖תם ָ ִּֽבאֲ בָ ִנָ֑ים ּוכְ ֶ֣בֹוד
ֶ֣ ָ אמרּו֙ כ
ְ י ִּֽוַי
:ָל־בנֶׁ֖י י ְִש ָר ִּֽאל
ְ מֹועד אֶ ל־כ
ָ֔ יְה ָֹ֗וה נִ ְראָ ה֙ ְב ֶ֣אהֶ ל

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Was this democracy in action?
Was there consensus?
How would you describe the people’s behaviour towards their current leadership?
Why did they react that way?
How would you describe the people’s behaviour towards their future leadership (last verse)?
From which tribes did the future leaders come from? Why was that significant?
How would you describe the people’s belief in God?
After this event, what did God decide to do with the people? Why?
Which of the 10 Commandments were broken in this story?

iii)

Our burden is too hard! – Extract from 1 Kings (Melachim) 12

1 And Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had gone to
Shechem to make him king.
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א וַיֵׁ֥לֶ ְך ְרחַ ְב ָ ֶׁ֖עם ְשכֶ ָ֑ם ִ ֵׁ֥כי ְשכֶ ֵ֛ם ָ ֵׁ֥בא כָל־י ְִש ָר ֶׁ֖אל
:ְלהַ ְמ ִ ֵׁ֥ליְך א ִּֽתֹו

3 And they sent and called him; Jeroboam and all the
assembly of Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam saying,

אּו־לֹו ַוי ֵָׁ֥בא (כתיב ַוי ֵָׁ֥באו) י ָָר ְב ָ ֶׁ֖עם ְוכָל־
ָ֔ ג ַ ִּֽוַּ֣יִ ְש ְלחּו֙ וַיִ ְק ְר
:אמר
ִּֽ ל־רחַ ְב ָ ֶׁ֖עם ל
ְ ְֶק ַ ֶ֣הל י ְִש ָר ָ֑אל ַ ִּֽוַּ֣י ְַד ְברָ֔ ּו א

4 "Your father made our burden hard. Now, lighten your
father's hard work and his heavy burden which he placed
upon us, and we shall serve you."

ד אָ ִ ֶׁ֖ביך ִה ְק ָ ֶ֣שה אֶ ת־עֻּלָ֑נּו וְאַ ָ֡תה עַ ָ ֶ֣תה הָ קל ֹ֩ מעֲב ֵַ֨דת
:ָאָ ִביך הַ ָק ָֹ֗שה ּומע ַֻּ֧לֹו הַ כ ֵָ֛בד אֲ ֶשר־נ ַ ֵָׁ֥תן עָ לֶׁ֖ינּו ְונַעַ ְב ֶ ִּֽדך

6 And King Rehoboam counselled the elders who had stood
before Solomon his father while he was alive, saying: "How
do you advise [me] to reply to this people?"

ו וַיִ ּוָעַַּ֞ ץ הַ ֶ ֶ֣מלֶ ְך ְרחַ ְבעָֹ֗ ם אֶ ת־הַ זְ קנִ ים֙ אֲ ֶשר־הֶָ֣ יּו ע ְמ ִ ֹ֗דים
אמר איְך אַ ֶ ֶ֣תם
ָ֑ ֹלמה אָ ִָ֔ביו ִ ִּֽב ְהי ֵׁ֥תֹו ַ ֶׁ֖חי ל
ֶ֣ ת־פני֙ ְש
ְ
ֶא
:ת־העָ ם־הַ ֶזֶׁ֖ה ָד ָ ִּֽבר
ִּֽ ָ ִֶּֽנֹועָ ָ֔ ִצים ְלהָ ִ ֵׁ֥שיב א

7 And they spoke to him saying, "If you will be a servant to
this people today, and serve them, and respond to them and
speak good words to them, then they will be your servants
for all times.”

ם־הַ יֹום ִ ִּֽת ְהיֶה־
ְ֠ אמר ִא
ֹ֗ ז ַוי ְַד ְברּו֙ (כתיב ַוי ְַד ְב ֻּ ֙ר) אלָ יו ל
יהם
ֶׁ֖ ֶ ֲנִיתם ו ְִדבַ ְר ָ ֵׁ֥ת אֲ ל
ָָּ֕ עֶ בֶ ד לָ עַָ֚ ם הַ זֶה֙ ַ ִּֽועֲבַ ְד ָָ֔תם ַוע
:טֹובים וְהֵָׁ֥ יּו ְלךֵ֛ עֲבָ ִ ֶׁ֖דים כָל־הַ י ִ ִָּֽמים
ָ֑ ִ ְדבָ ִ ֶ֣רים

13 The king replied to the people harshly, and he abandoned
the counsel of the elders which they had advised him.

יג וַיַ ַ֧עַ ן הַ ֶ ֵ֛מלֶ ְך אֶ ת־הָ ָ ֶׁ֖עם ָק ָ ָ֑שה ַ ִּֽוַּ֣ ַיע ֲֵ֛זב אֶ ת־ע ֲַצֵׁ֥ת
:הַ זְ ק ִנֶׁ֖ים אֲ ֶ ֵׁ֥שר יְעָ ֻּצִּֽהּו

14 And he spoke to them according to the counsel of the
young men saying, "My father made your burden heavy, and
I shall increase your yoke; my father flogged you with whips,
and I shall flog you with scorpions."

אמר אָ ִבי֙ ִהכְ ִ ֶ֣ביד
ָ֔ יד ַוי ְַד ֶ֣בר אֲ ליהֶֹ֗ ם ַכעֲצַַ֚ ת הַ יְלָ ִדים֙ ל
ֶ֙ ִּֽאת־ע ְֻּל ֶָ֔כם וַאֲ ִנֶׁ֖י א ִ ֶ֣סיף ַ ִּֽעל־ע ְֻּלכֶ ָ֑ם אָ ִֹ֗בי יִסַַ֚ ר אֶ ְתכֶם
:ּׁשֹוטים וַאֲ ָּ֕ ִני אֲ י ֵַׁ֥סר אֶ ְתכֶ ֶׁ֖ם בָ עַ ְק ַר ִ ִּֽבים
ִ ָ֔ ַב

15 The king did not listen to the people, for it was brought
about by YHVH to fulfil His word, as YHVH had spoken
through Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam, the son of Nevat.

א־ש ַ ֵׁ֥מע הַ ֶ ֶׁ֖מלֶ ְך אֶ ל־הָ ָ ָ֑עם ִ ִּֽכי־הָ י ְַָ֚תה ִסבָ ה֙ מ ִ ֶ֣עם
ָ טו ו ְִּֽל
֙ת־דבָ רֹ֗ ֹו אֲ ֵֶ֨שר ִדבֶַ֚ ר יְהוָה֙ ְביַד
ְ ֶיְה ָ֔ ָוה ְלמַ עַ ן הָ ִ ֶ֣קים א
:אֲ ִחיָ ֶ֣ה הַ ִּׁשיֹל ָ֔ ִני אֶ ל־י ָָר ְב ָ ֶׁ֖עם בֶ ן־ ְנ ָ ִּֽבט

16 And all of Israel saw that the king did not listen to them,
and they replied to the king saying: "What share do we have
in David? And no heritage in Jesse's son. To your tents, O
Israel! Now, see your house, David," and the Israelites went
to their homes.

ם ַוי ִ ֶָ֣שבּו
֒ ֶא־ש ַ ֶ֣מע הַ מֶ לֶ ְך אֲ לה
ָ טז וַיַ ֶ֣ ְַּ֣רא כָל־י ְִש ָר ֹ֗אל ְ֠כִ י ִּֽל
אמר מַ ה־לָ נ ֹּ֩ו ֵ֨חלֶ ק ְב ָד ִוד
֡ הָ ָ ֶ֣עם אֶ ת־הַ ֶ ֶ֣מלֶ ְך ָד ָ ֶ֣בר | ל
ֶׁ֖יתך
ְ ו ְִּֽלא־נַחֲ לָ ֶ֣ה ְבבֶ ן־י ִַֹ֗שי ְלאהָ לֵֶ֨ יך֙ י ְִש ָר ָ֔אל עַ ָָּ֕תה ְר ֵׁ֥אה ב
:ָדוִ ָ֑ד וַיֵׁ֥לֶ ְך י ְִש ָר ֶׁ֖אל ְלאהָ ָ ִּֽליו

26 Jeroboam said in his heart, "Now, the kingdom may
return to the House of David.

כו ֵׁ֥וַיאמֶ ר י ָָר ְב ָ ֶׁ֖עם ְב ִל ָ֑בֹו עַ ָ ֵ֛תה ָת ֵׁ֥שּוב הַ מַ ְמלָ כָ ֶׁ֖ה ְל ֵׁ֥בית
:ָד ִ ִּֽוד

27 If this people goes up to make sacrifices in the House of
YHVH in Jerusalem, the heart of this people will turn to their
master, to Rehoboam, king of Judah, and they will kill me
and return to Rehoboam, king of Judah."

֙כז ִ ִּֽאם־ ַיעֲלֶ ֶ֣ה | הָ ָ ֶ֣עם הַ זֶֹ֗ ה לַ ע ֲֵ֨שֹות זְ בָ ַ֚ ִחים ְבבית־יְהוָה
ּושלַָ֔ ִם ְְ֠ו ָשב לֶ֣ב הָ עַָ֚ ם הַ זֶה֙ אֶ ל־אֲ ֶ֣דניהֶָ֔ ם אֶ ל־
ָ יר
ֶ֣ ִב
ל־רחַ ְב ָ ֵׁ֥עם ֶ ִּֽמלֶ ְך־
ְ ְֶשבּו א
ֶׁ֖ ָ ְהּודה וַהֲ ָר ָֻּּ֕גנִ י ו
ָ֑ ָ ְרחַ ְב ָ ֶׁ֖עם ֶ ֶ֣מלֶ ְך י
:ְהּודה
ִּֽ ָ י

28 The king took counsel and made two golden calves, and
he said to them, "It is too much for you to go up to
Jerusalem; behold your gods, O Israel, that have brought you
up from the land of Egypt."

כח וַיִ ּו ַ ֶָ֣עץ הַ ָ֔ ֶמלֶ ְך ַו ַָּ֕יעַ ש ְשנֶׁ֖י עֶ גְ לֶ֣י ז ָ ָָ֑הב ֶ֣וַיאמֶ ר אֲ להֶֹ֗ ם
ֹלהיךָ֙ י ְִׂש ָר ֵ֔אל אֲ ֶׁ֥שר
ָ֙ ְֱרּושלַָ֔ ִם ִה ַ֚נה א
ָ ַרב־לָ כֶם֙ מעֲלֶ֣ ֹות י
:העֱ ל֖ ּוך מ ֶׁ֥ארץ ִמצְׂ ָ ֶֽריִם

31 And he made high places (i.e., altars) and he made priests
of some of the people who were not Levites.

ת־בית בָ ָ֑מֹות ַו ַַ֚יעַ ש ִּֽכהֲ נִים֙ ִמ ְקצֶ֣ ֹות הָ עָָ֔ ם
ֶ֣
ֶלא וַיַ ֶׁ֖עַ ש א
:אֲ ֶ ֵׁ֥שר ִּֽלא־הֶָׁ֖ יּו ִמ ְבנֵׁ֥י ל ִ ִּֽוי

iii)

Our burden is too hard! – 1 Kings 12

(Page 9)

1. Was this democracy in action?
2. Was there consensus?
3. How would you describe the people’s behaviour towards Rehoboam, their king?
4. Was their cause just? Why were they unhappy? Have a look at 1 Kings 9:15.
5. What qualities are the elders looking for in a king? What do you think of their advice?
6. How would you describe Rehoboam’s behaviour towards his people?
7. Was the people’s reaction to Rehoboam’s decision reasonable?
8. Could they have responded in any other way?
9. Were there ever any alternatives? Look at v.15. Who was really pulling the strings?
10. How many of the tribes followed Jeroboam? Read 1 Kings 11:31.
11. Which tribes stayed loyal to Rehoboam?
12. The two kings came from which tribes? Why was that significant? Look at Text ii) – Qn. 5.
13. How did Jeroboam undermine his people? Compare 1 Kings 12:28 with Ex. 32:4 in Text i).
14. Why did he decide to do this?
15. Who did Jeroboam emulate? Look at 1 Kings 11: 1-8. Surprised? So, what is the message?
16. Which of the 10 Commandments were broken in this story?
-----------------------------------------------------------

Jewish views on Monarchy in the Tenach

(Page 10)

(https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/63255/jewish/The-Bible-with-Rashi.htm)
iv) The Torah’s ideal model of a king - Book of Deuteronomy (Devarim), Chapter 17
14 When you come to the land YHVH, your God, gives you, and
you possess it and live in it, and you say, "I will set a king over
me, like all the nations around me,"

י־ת ֶ֣בא אֶ ל־הָ אָֹ֗ ֶרץ אֲ ֵֶ֨שר יְהוָ ֤ה אֱ ֹלהֵֶ֨ יך֙ נ ֶ֣תן
ָ יד ִ ִּֽכ
֙לָָ֔ ְך ִ ִּֽו ִיר ְש ָ ֶׁ֖תּה ְוי ַ ֶָ֣ש ְב ָתה ָ ָ֑בּה ו ָ ְִּֽאמַ ְר ָֹ֗ת אָ ִ ֤שימָ ה עָ לַ י
:ָ֔ ֶמלֶ ְך כְ כָל־הַ גֹויִ ֶׁ֖ם אֲ ֶ ֵׁ֥שר ְס ִ ִּֽביב ָ ִּֽתי

15 you will set a king over you, one whom YHVH, your God,
chooses; from among your brothers, you will set a king over
yourself; you won’t appoint a foreigner over yourself, one who
is not your brother.

טו ֶ֣שֹום ָת ִ ֤שים עָ לֵֶ֨ יך֙ ָ֔ ֶמלֶ ְך אֲ ֶ ֵׁ֥שר י ְִב ַ ֵ֛חר יְהוָ ֵׁ֥ה
ֹלהיך ָ֑בֹו ִמ ֶ ֶ֣ק ֶרב אַ חֶֹ֗ יך ָת ִ ֤שים עָ לֵֶ֨ יך֙ ָ֔ ֶמלֶ ְך ֶ֣לא
ֶׁ֖ ֶ ֱא
תּו ַֹ֗כל לָ ֤תת עָ לֵֶ֨ יך֙ ִ ֶ֣איש נָכְ ִ ָ֔רי אֲ ֶ ֵׁ֥שר ִּֽלא־אָ ִ ֶׁ֖חיך
:הִּֽ ּוא

16 Only, he may not acquire many horses for himself, so that
֙ם ו ְִּֽלא־י ִ ָ֤שיב אֶ ת־הָ עָ ם
֒ סּוסי
ִ ה־לֹו
ֶ֣ ֶטז ַרק ִּֽלא־י ְַרב
he will not bring the people back to Egypt in order to acquire ִמצְ ַ ָ֔ריְמָ ה ְל ַ ֶׁ֖מעַ ן הַ ְר ֶ֣בֹות ָ֑סּוס ַוִּֽיהוָה֙ אָ ַ ֶ֣מר לָ ֶָ֔כם ֶ֣לא
many horses, for the Lord said to you, "You will not return that
:ִּֽת ִס ֹ֗פּון לָ ֵ֛שּוב בַ ֶ ֵׁ֥ד ֶרְך הַ ֶזֶׁ֖ה ִּֽעֹוד
way anymore."
17 And he will not take many wives and his heart must not
turn away, and he will not acquire much silver and gold for
himself.

יז ו ְ֤לא י ְַרבֶ ה־לֹו֙ נ ָ֔ ִָשים ו ְֵׁ֥לא י ֶָׁ֖סּור ְלבָ ָ֑בֹו וְכֶ ֶ֣סֶ ף
:ה־לֹו ְמ ִּֽאד
ֶׁ֖ ְֶוזָהָָ֔ ב ֵׁ֥לא י ְַרב

18 And it will be, when he sits on the throne of his kingdom,
that he will write for himself a copy of this Torah on a scroll
from [that Torah which is] before the Levitic priests.

יח וְהָ יָ ֶ֣ה כְ ִש ְב ָ֔תֹו ַ ֶׁ֖על כִ ֶ֣סא מַ ְמלַ כְ תָ֑ ֹו ְו ֵָ֨כ ַתב לֹו
ל־ספֶ ר ִמ ִל ְפנֶׁ֖י
ָ֔ ַתֹורה הַ זאת֙ ע
֤ ָ ַת־מ ְש ֵ֨נה ה
ִ
ֶא
:הַ ִּֽכהֲ ִנֵׁ֥ים ַ ִּֽה ְלו ִ ִִּֽים

19 And it will be with him, and he will read it all the days of his ְמי חַ יָ ָ֑יו ְל ַ ֶ֣מעַ ן י ְִל ֹ֗ ַמד
ֶ֣ ְתה עִ ָ֔מֹו ו ָ ְֵׁ֥ק ָרא ֶׁ֖בֹו כָל־י
ֶ֣ ָ יט ו ָ ְִּֽהי
life, so that he may learn to fear YHVH, his God, to keep all the
ָל־ד ְב ַּ֞רי
ִ ְלי ְִראָ ה֙ אֶ ת־יְהוָ ֶ֣ה אֱ ֹלהָָ֔ יו ְִ֠ל ְש ְ֠מר אֶ ת־כ
words of this Torah and these statutes, to perform them,
:ֲשתם
ִּֽ ָ ת־החֻּ ִ ֵׁ֥קים הָ ֶׁ֖אלֶ ה ַ ִּֽלע
ִּֽ ַ ֶתֹורה הַ ֵ֛זאת וְא
ֵׁ֥ ָ ַה
20 so that his heart will not be haughty over his brothers, and
so that he will not turn away from the commandment, either
to the right or to the left, in order that he may prolong [his]
days in his kingdom, he and his sons, among Israel.

ּול ִב ְל ִ ֵ֛תי ֵׁ֥סּור ִמן־
ְ ּום־לבָ בֹו֙ ִּֽמאֶ חָָ֔ יו
ְ
כ ְל ִב ְל ִ ֤תי ִּֽר
ּוש ָ֑מאול ְל ֹ֩ ַמעַ ֹ֩ן ַיִּֽאֲ ִ ֵ֨ריְך י ִ ַָ֧מים עַ ל־
ְ הַ ִמצְ וָ ֶׁ֖ה י ִ ֶָ֣מין
:מַ ְמלַ כְ תֵ֛ ֹו הֵׁ֥ ּוא ּובָ נָ ֶׁ֖יו ְב ֶ ֵׁ֥ק ֶרב י ְִש ָר ִּֽאל

1. Was appointing a king mandatory or voluntary?
Have a look at this discussion - https://www.etzion.org.il/en/commandment-appoint-king
2. If the former, why wasn’t Joshua or somebody else made king when they settled in Canaan?
3. In this text, what is the king’s main function?
4. Are any other duties mentioned?
5. What important duties are missing? Why?
6. Which three things must a king not do?
7. Do these prohibitions remind you of anybody? Have a look at 1 Kings Chapters 4, 10 & 11.
8. Why does the text above choose to make an example of this king? Text iii) will help.
9. So, why is this king not a good role model?

v) Gideon

and Avimelech - Book of Judges (Shoftim), Extracts from Chapters 7-9

(Page 11)

7:22 Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, "Rule over us,
֙ל־בנּו
ָ֙ אמ ַ֚רּו ִ ִּֽאיש־י ְִש ָרא ֙ל אֶ ל־גִ ְד ָ֔עֹון ְמ ָש
ְ כב וַי
both you, your son and your grandson; for you have saved us תנּו ִמיַ ֵׁ֥ד
ֶׁ֖ ָ ְהֹושע
ַ
ן־בנֶ ַָּ֑֣ך ִ ֵׁ֥כי
ְ ֶַם־בנְ ךֶׁ֖ גַ ֶ֣ם ב
ִ גַם־אַ ָָ֔תה ג
from the hand of Midian."
:ִמ ְד ָ ִּֽיַּ֣ן
7:23 And Gideon said to them, "I shall not rule over you, and
my son will not rule over you; YHVH will rule over you."

כג ַ֚וַיאמֶ ר אֲ להֶ ם֙ גִ ְד ָ֔עֹון ִּֽלא־אֶ ְמ ַ֚של אֲ נִ י֙ בָ ֶָ֔כם
:ו ְִּֽלא־י ְִמ ֵׁ֥של ְב ִנֶׁ֖י בָ כֶ ָ֑ם יְהוָ ֶׁ֖ה י ְִמ ֵׁ֥של בָ ֶ ִּֽכם

8:30 And Gideon had 70 sons, who came forth from his thigh;
for he had many wives.

ּולגִ ְד ֹ֗עֹון הָ יּו֙ ִש ְב ִ ֶ֣עים בָ ָ֔ ִנים יצְ ֶׁ֖אי יְרכָ֑ ֹו ִ ִּֽכי־נ ִ ֵָׁ֥שים
ְ ל
:ַר ֶׁ֖בֹות ָ ֵׁ֥היּו לִּֽ ֹו

8:31 And his concubine who was in Shechem, she also bore
him a son. And he designated his name Avimelech.
9:1 And Avimelech the son of Yerubbaal (Gideon) went to
Shechem to his mother's brothers; and he spoke to them, and
to all the family of the house of his mother's father, saying:

ַם־היא ָ֑בן
ֶׁ֖ ִ ה־לֹו ג
ֵׁ֥ ּופילַ גְ שֹו֙ אֲ ֶ ֶ֣שר ִב ְש ֶָ֔כם ָי ְִּֽל ָד
ִּֽ ִ לא
:ימלֶ ְך
ִּֽ ֶ ת־ש ֶׁ֖מֹו אֲ ִב
ְ
ֶוַיָ ֵֶׁ֥שם א
א ו ֵַ֨ילֶ ְך אֲ ִב ַ֚ימֶ לֶ ְך בֶ ן־יְרֻּ ַ֙בעַ ֙ל ְש ֶָ֔כמָ ה אֶ ל־אֲ ֶׁ֖חי ִא ָ֑מֹו
ָל־מ ְש ַ ֵ֛פחַ ת בית־אֲ ִ ֵׁ֥בי ִא ֶׁ֖מֹו
ִ ַוי ְַד ֶ֣בר אֲ ליהֶָ֔ ם וְאֶ ל־כ
:אמר
ִּֽ ל

9:2 "Speak please, in the ears of all the men of Shechem; What ם
֒ ה־טֹוב לָ ֶכ
ֶ֣ ַב ַד ְברּו־ ַָּ֞נא ְבאָ זְ ֵ֨ני כָל־בַ עֲלֶ֣י ְשכֶם מ
is better for you, that there rule over you 70 men, all the sons
הַ ְמ ֵ֨של בָ ֶכם ִש ְב ִ ֶ֣עים ֹ֗ ִאיש ַ֚כל ְבנֶ֣י יְרֻּ ָ֔ ַבעַ ל ִאם־
of Yerubbaal, or that one man rule over you? Remember that
ְמ ֵׁ֥של בָ כֶ ֶׁ֖ם ִ ֶ֣איש אֶ ָ ָ֑חד ּוזְ כ ְַר ֶָּ֕תם ִ ִּֽכי־עַ צְ ְמכֶ ֵׁ֥ם
I am your bone and flesh."
:ּוב ַש ְרכֶ ֶׁ֖ם אָ ִ ִּֽני
ְ
9:3 And his mother's brothers spoke of him in the ears of all
י־אמֹו עָ לָֹ֗ יו ְבאָ זְ ני֙ כָל־בַ עֲלֶ֣י ְש ֶָ֔כם
ִ ג ַוי ְַד ְברֵ֨ ּו אֲ ִּֽח
the men of Shechem all these words. And their hearts inclined ימלֶ ְך
ֶ ָ֔ ֵׁ֥את כָל־הַ ְדבָ ִ ֶׁ֖רים הָ ָ֑אלֶ ה ו ַַ֚יט ִלבָ ם֙ אַ חֲ ֶ֣רי אֲ ִב
after Avimelech, for they said, "He is our brother."
:ִ ֵׁ֥כי אָ ְמ ֶׁ֖רּו אָ ִ ֵׁ֥חינּו הִּֽ ּוא
9:4 And they gave him 70 pieces of silver of the house of BaalBrit. And Avimelech hired with them idle and hasty men, and
they followed him.

ד וַיִ ְתנּו־לֹו֙ ִש ְב ִ ֶ֣עים ֶָ֔כסֶ ף ִמ ֶׁ֖בית ַ ֶ֣בעַ ל ְב ִ ָ֑רית
ּופחֲ ָ֔ ִזים
ֶ֣ ֙יקים
ִ ימלֶ ְך אֲ נ ַ֚ ִָשים ר
ֶ ֹ֗ וַיִ ְש ֵ֨כר בָ הֶ ם אֲ ִב
:וַי ְלכֶׁ֖ ּו אַ חֲ ָ ִּֽריו

9:5 And he went to his father's house, to Ophrah, and killed his
brothers, the sons of Yerubbaal (Gideon), 70 men on one
stone; but Yotam, the youngest son of Yerubbaal, was left, for
he hid.

ה ַוי ַָ֚בא בית־אָ ִביו֙ עָ ְפ ָ ָ֔ר ָתה ַ ִּֽוַּ֣יַהֲ ַּ֞רג אֶ ת־אֶ ָ ַ֧חיו
ל־אבֶ ן אֶ ָ ָ֑חת וַיִ ּו ַָּ֞תר
ֶ֣ ֶ ְַבנִּֽי־יְרֻּ ַ ֵ֛בעַ ל ִש ְב ִ ֵׁ֥עים ִ ֶׁ֖איש ע
:יֹו ָ ַ֧תם בֶ ן־יְרֻּ ַ ֵ֛בעַ ל הַ ָק ֶׁ֖טן ִ ֵׁ֥כי נ ְֶח ָ ִּֽבא

9:6 And all the inhabitants of Shechem and Bet-Millo
assembled, and they went and made Avimelech king, by the
plain of stones that was in Shechem.

ָל־בית ִמ ָ֔לֹוא וַי ְֶ֣לכָ֔ ּו
ֶ֣ ו וַיאֵָ֨ ְספּו כָל־בַ ע ֲַ֚לי ְשכֶם֙ ְוכ
ימלֶ ְך ְל ֶ ָ֑מלֶ ְך עִ ם־אלֵׁ֥ ֹון מֻּ ָצֶׁ֖ב אֲ ֶ ֵׁ֥שר
ֶׁ֖ ֶ ַוי ְַמ ִ ֵׁ֥ליכּו אֶ ת־אֲ ִב
:ִב ְש ֶ ִּֽכם

Gideon was one of the Judges who, with God’s help, delivered Israel from its neighbours after Joshua had died.
His story is found in Judges Chapters 6-8. With a few tribes rallying to his cause, Gideon defeats the Midianites.

1. After his victory, the people offered Gideon the position of king and what else?
2. Why did he refuse?
3. Why didn’t he accept? Didn’t Deuteronomy 17, Text iv), give him permission?
4. Gideon: “only God can rule over Israel.” What can we infer about the status of all the people?
5. If Gideon had agreed, what would have been the pros and cons of that arrangement?
6. What is the moral message of Avimelech’s ambition?

vi) Leaderless

and lawless? - Book of Judges – extracts from Chapters 19-21

19:1 In those days, there was no king in Israel …..
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ּומלֶ ְך ֶ֣אין ְבי ְִש ָר ָ֑אל
ֶׁ֖ ֶ א ַוי ְִהי֙ בַ י ִ ֶָ֣מים הָ ָ֔הם

20:3 …. And the Israelites said, "Speak, how did this
evil happen?"

ְתה הָ ָר ָ ֵׁ֥עה
ֶׁ֖ ָ נִהי
ְ אמרּו֙ ְבנֶ֣י י ְִש ָר ָ֔אל ַד ְברָּ֕ ּו איכָ ֵׁ֥ה
ְ ג ִּֽוַי
:הַ ִּֽזאת

20:4 And the Levite, the husband of the murdered
woman, replied, "My concubine and I came to Gibeah
that belongs to the Benjaminites to spend the night.

אמר
ָ֑ ַ ד ַו ַיעַ ן הָ ִ ֶ֣איש הַ ל ֹ֗ ִוי ִ ֵ֛איש הָ ִא ָ ֵּׁׁ֥שה הַ נִ ְרצָ ָ ֶׁ֖חה וַי
:ּופילַ גְ ִ ֶׁ֖שי לָ לִּֽ ּון
ִּֽ ִ אתי אֲ ִנֵׁ֥י
ִ הַ גִ ְב ֙ ָע ָתה֙ אֲ ֶ ֶ֣שר ְל ִבנְ י ִָָ֔מן ָ ֵ֛ב

20:5 And the men of Gibeah rose against me and
surrounded me in the house at night. They intended
to kill me, but they ravished my concubine until she
died.
20:12 And the tribes of Israel sent men throughout all
Benjamin saying, "What is this evil thing that has
happened among you?”

ה ַוי ַ֚ ָֻּקמּו עָ לַ י֙ בַ עֲלֶ֣י הַ גִ ְבעָָ֔ ה ַוי ַָ֧סבּו עָ לַ ֵ֛י אֶ ת־הַ ַ ֶׁ֖ביִת לָ ָ֑ יְלָ ה
:ת־פילַ גְ ִ ֵׁ֥שי עִ ֶׁ֖נּו ו ַָת ִּֽמת
ִ
ֶאֹותי֙ ִד ֶ֣מּו לַ הֲ ָ֔רג וְא
ִ

ָל־ש ְב ֵׁ֥טי ִבנְ י ִ ֶָׁ֖מן
ִ יב ַ ִּֽוַּ֣יִ ְש ְל ַּ֞חּו ִש ְב ַ֚טי י ְִש ָרא ֙ל אֲ נ ָ֔ ִָשים ְבכ
:ְתה בָ ֶ ִּֽכם
ֶׁ֖ ָ נִהי
ְ אמר מַָ֚ ה הָ ָר ָ ֶ֣עה הַ ָ֔זאת אֲ ֶ ֵׁ֥שר
ָ֑ ל

20:13 Now, deliver the wicked men that are in Gibeah
ִּֽ֙י־ב ִל ַיעַ ל אֲ ַ֚ ֶשר בַ גִ ְבעָ ה
ְ יג וְעַ ָ֡תה ְתנ ֹּ֩ו אֶ ת־הָ אֲ נ ֵ֨ ִָשים ְבנ
and we will put them to death, and we will remove
יתם ּונְבַ ע ָ ֲֵׁ֥רה ָר ָ ֶׁ֖עה ִמיִ ְש ָר ָ֑אל ו ְַ֚לא אָ בּו֙ ( ְבנֶ֣י קרי ולא
ָ֔ ּונְמ
ִ
evil from Israel." But Benjamin was not minded to
:יהם ְבנִּֽי־י ְִש ָר ִּֽאל
ֵׁ֥ ֶ כתיב ) ִבנְ י ִָָ֔מן ִל ְש ָּ֕מעַ ְב ֶׁ֖קֹול אֲ ח
listen to the voice of their brother Israelites.
20:27 And the Israelites inquired of YHVH, for the Ark
of God’s Covenant was there in those days.
20:28 And Pinchas, son of Elazar, the son of Aaron
stood before Him in those days, said, "Shall I go out
again to battle with my brother Benjamin or shall I
cease?" And YHVH said, "Go up, for tomorrow I will
deliver them into your hand."
20:35 And the Lord routed Benjamin before Israel;
that day, the Israelites slew 25,100 men of Benjamin;
all were swordsmen.

כז וַיִ ְשאֲ לֵׁ֥ ּו ְבנִּֽי־י ְִש ָר ֶׁ֖אל ַ ִּֽביהוָ ָ֑ה ו ְָֹ֗שם אֲ רֹון֙ ְב ִ ֶ֣רית
:ֹלהים בַ י ִ ֶָׁ֖מים הָ ִּֽהם
ִ ָ֔ ֱהָ א
כח ְּ֠ו ִפינְ חָ ס בֶ ן־אֶ ְלעָ ֵָ֨זר ֶ ִּֽבן־אַ הֲ רן ע ֶ֣מד | ְלפָ ָֹ֗ניו בַ י ִ ֶָ֣מים
ם־בנִּֽי־
ְ ִאֹוסף עֹוד לָ ַ֧צאת לַ ִמ ְלחָ ָ ֵ֛מה ע
ִ ֵ֨ ַהָ הם לאמ ֒ר ה
ִבנְ י ִ ֵָׁ֥מן אָ ִ ֶׁ֖חי ִאם־אֶ ְח ָ ָ֑דל ַ֚וַיאמֶ ר יְהוָה֙ ע ֲָ֔לּו ִ ֵׁ֥כי מָ ָ ֶׁ֖חר אֶ ְתנֶ ֵׁ֥נּו
:ְבי ֶ ִָּֽדך
ת־בנְ י ִָמן ִל ְפנֶ֣י י ְִש ָראל ֒ ַוי ְַש ִחית ֹּ֩ו ְב ֵ֨ני
ִ לה וַיִ ֵ֨גף יְהוָ ֵׁ֥ה | ֶ ִּֽא
י ְִש ָר ַ֚אל ְב ִבנְ י ִָמן֙ בַ ֶ֣ יֹום הַ ָ֔הּוא עֶ ְש ִ ֵ֨רים וַחֲ ִמ ָ ֵּׁׁ֥שה ֶ ֵ֛אלֶ ף
:ָל־אלֶ ה ֵׁ֥שלף ָ ִּֽח ֶרב
ֶׁ֖ ּומ ָ ֶׁ֖אה ִ ָ֑איש כ

21:25 In those days (there was) no king in Israel; every ָשר ְׂבעינָ ֖יו
ֶׁ֥ ָ כה בַ י ִ ֶָ֣מים הָ ָ֔הם ֵׁ֥אין ֶ ֶׁ֖מלֶ ְך ְבי ְִש ָר ָ֑אל ִ ִ֛איש הַ י
man did what was right in his eyes.
:יַעֲ ֶֽשה

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

19:1- there was no king; and no judge. What are we meant to infer about society at that time?
How would you describe the political situation amongst the tribes?
Who did the Israelites consult before re-engaging the tribe of Benjamin?
Was the outcome pre-ordained? Did the Israelites do anything wrong?
What is 21:25 implying about Israelite society? Compare the text with Deuteronomy 12:8.
Would a king have made a positive difference? If so, does 21:25 contradict the previous texts?

vii)

If not now, when? - 1st Book of Samuel – Extracts from Chapters 8 and 12

8:1 When Samuel was old, he made his sons judges for
Israel.
8:3 But his sons did not walk in his ways, and they turned
after gain, and they took bribes and perverted justice.
8:4 All the elders of Israel gathered and came to Samuel at
Ramah.
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ַ֧שם אֶ ת־בָ נָ ֵ֛יו ש ְפ ִ ֶׁ֖טים
ֶ ָמּואל וַי
ָ֑ א ַוי ָּ֕ ְִהי כַאֲ ֶ ֵׁ֥שר ז ֶָׁ֖קן ְש
:ְלי ְִש ָר ִּֽאל
ג ו ְִּֽלא־הָ ְלכַ֚ ּו בָ נָיו֙ ִב ְד ָר ָָ֔כיו (כתיב ִב ְד ָר ָָ֔כו) וַיִ ֶׁ֖טּו אַ חֲ ֶ֣רי
:חּו־שחַ ד ַוי ֶַׁ֖טּו ִמ ְש ָ ִּֽפט
ָ֔
הַ ָ ָ֑בצַ ע ו ֵ֨ ִַי ְק
מּואל
ֶׁ֖ ל־ש
ְ ֶד ו ִ ִַּֽי ְת ַק ְב ָ֔צּו ֶׁ֖כל זִ ְקנֶ֣י י ְִש ָר ָ֑אל ַוי ֵָׁ֥באּו א
:הָ ָר ָ ִּֽמ ָתה

8:5 They said to him, "Behold, you have grown old, and
your sons do not walk in your ways. Now, set up for us a
king to judge us like all the nations."

נְת ּובָ ֶָּ֕ניך ֵׁ֥לא הָ ְלכֶׁ֖ ּו
ָ אמ ֶ֣רּו אלָֹ֗ יו ִהנה֙ אַ ָ ֶ֣תה ז ָ֔ ַָק
ְ ה וַי
:גֹוים
ִּֽ ִ ִַב ְד ָרכֶ ָ֑יך עַ ָֹ֗תה ִ ִּֽשימָ ה־לָ ֵׁ֥נּו ֶ ֵ֛מלֶ ְך ְל ָש ְפ ֶׁ֖טנּו כְ כָל־ה

8:6 And the matter was bad in the eyes of Samuel, when
they said, "Give us a king to judge us," and Samuel prayed
to YHVH.

מּואל כַאֲ ֶ ֶ֣שר אָ ְמרָ֔ ּו ְתנָה־לָ ֵׁ֥נּו
ָ֔ ו וַַ֚י ַרע הַ ָדבָ ר֙ ְבעינֶ֣י ְש
:מּואל אֶ ל־יְה ָוִּֽה
ֶׁ֖ ֶ ֶׁ֖מלֶ ְך ְל ָש ְפ ָ֑טנּו וַיִ ְתפַ לֵׁ֥ל ְש

8:7 And YHVH said to Samuel, "Listen to the voice of the
people, to all that they will say to you, for they have not
rejected you, but they have rejected Me from reigning
over them.
8:9 Now, listen to their voice; except that you will warn
them, and tell them the manner of the king who will reign
over them.

מּואל ְשמַ ע֙ ְב ֶ֣קֹול הָ עָָ֔ ם ְל ֵׁ֥כל
ָ֔ ל־ש
ְ ֶז ַ֚וַיאמֶ ר יְהוָה֙ א
אמ ֶׁ֖רּו אלֶ ָ֑יך ִ ֶ֣כי ַ֚לא ִּֽא ְתך֙ מָ אָָ֔ סּו ִ ִּֽכי־א ִ ֵׁ֥תי מָ אֲ ֶׁ֖סּו
ְ אֲ ֶשר־י
:יהם
ִּֽ ֶ ִמ ְמֹלֵׁ֥ ְך עֲל
ט וְעַ ָ ֶׁ֖תה ְש ַ ֶ֣מע ְבקֹולָ ָ֑ם אַֹ֗ ְך ִ ִּֽכי־הָ ַ֚עד ָתעִ יד֙ בָ הֶָ֔ ם
:יהם
ִּֽ ֶ ו ְִהג ְַד ָ ֶ֣ת לָ הֶָ֔ ם ִמ ְש ַ ֶ֣פט הַ ָ֔ ֶמלֶ ְך אֲ ֶ ֵׁ֥שר י ְִמֹלֶׁ֖ ְך עֲל

8:11 And [Samuel] said, "This will be the manner of the king
יא ו ַָּ֕יאמֶ ר ֶֹ֗זה ִ ִּֽי ְהיֶה֙ ִמ ְש ַ ֶ֣פט הַ ָ֔ ֶמלֶ ְך אֲ ֶ ֵׁ֥שר י ְִמֹלֶׁ֖ ְך
who will reign over you; he will take your sons, and place
ּובפָ ָר ָָ֔שיו
ְ ְשם לֹו֙ ְבמֶ ְרכ ְַבתֶ֣ ֹו
ֵׁ֥ ָ ת־בניכֶ ֶ֣ם י ֹ֗ ִָקח ו
ְ
ֶעֲליכֶ ָ֑ם א
them in his chariots and for his horsemen, and they will run
:ו ְָרצֶׁ֖ ּו ִל ְפנֵׁ֥י מֶ ְרכ ְַבתִּֽ ֹו
before his chariots
8:12 He will make them commanders of thousands and of
fifties, to do his ploughing and reap his harvest, and make
his weapons and the equipment for his chariots.

ְש ֶ֣רי חֲ ִמ ִ ָּׁ֑שים וְלַ חֲ ַ֚רש
ָ יב וְלָ ֶ֣שּום ָ֔לֹו ָש ֵׁ֥רי אֲ לָ ִ ֶׁ֖פים ו
י־מ ְלחַ ְמתֶׁ֖ ֹו ּוכְ לֵׁ֥י
ִ חֲ ִרישֹו֙ ו ְִל ְק ֶ֣צר ְקצִ ירָ֔ ֹו וְלַ ע ֲֵׁ֥שֹות כְ ִּֽל
:ִרכְ ִּֽבֹו

8:13 He will take your daughters for perfumers, cooks and
bakers

:ּולאפִּֽ ֹות
ְ ּולטַ בָ ֶׁ֖חֹות
ְ ת־בנֹותיכֶ ֶׁ֖ם י ָ ִָ֑קח ְל ַר ָק ֵׁ֥חֹות
ְ
ֶיג וְא

8:14 He will take the best of your fields, your vineyards and
your olive trees, and will give them to his servants.

טֹובים
ֶׁ֖ ִ ַת־ש ִּֽדֹותיכֶם וְאֶ ת־כ ְַרמיכֶ ַ֧ם וְזיתיכֶ ֵ֛ם ה
ְ ְ֠ ֶיד וְא
:י ָ ִָ֑קח ְונ ַ ֶָׁ֖תן לַ עֲבָ ָ ִּֽדיו

8:15 He will tithe your grain crops and your vineyards, and
he will give them to his officers and his servants.

:יסיו וְלַ עֲבָ ָ ִּֽדיו
ֶׁ֖ ָ טו ְוז ְַרעיכֶ ֵׁ֥ם ְוכ ְַרמיכֶ ֶׁ֖ם יַעְ ָ֑שר ְונ ַ ֵָׁ֥תן ְלסָ ִר

8:16 He will take your male and female servants, and your
most handsome youths and your asses, to do his work.

ת־ש ְפ ֵ֨חֹותי ֶכם וְאֶ ת־בַ חּוריכֶ ַ֧ם
ִ
ֶם ְ ִּֽוא
ֹ֩ טז וְאֶ ת־עַ ְבדי ֶכ
:טֹובים וְאֶ ת־חֲ מֹוריכֶ ֶׁ֖ם י ָ ִָ֑קח וְעָ ָ ֶׁ֖שה ִל ְמלַ אכְ תִּֽ ֹו
ֵ֛ ִ ַה

8:17 He will tithe your flocks and you will be his slaves.

:יז צאנְ כֶ ֶׁ֖ם יַעְ ָ֑שר וְאַ ֶ ֶׁ֖תם ִ ִּֽת ְהיּו־לֵׁ֥ ֹו לַ עֲבָ ִ ִּֽדים

8:19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel's voice, and אמ ֶ֣רּו ָ֔לא ִ ֵׁ֥כי
ְ מּואל וַי
ָ֑ יט ַויְמָ אֲ ֶ֣נּו הָ עָָ֔ ם ִל ְש ֶׁ֖מעַ ְב ֶ֣קֹול ְש
they said, "No, but there will be a king over us.
:ם־מלֶ ְך ִ ִּֽי ְהיֶ ֵׁ֥ה עָ ִּֽלינּו
ֶׁ֖ ֶ ִא

8:20 We will be like all the nations, and our king will judge ּושפָ טַָ֚ נּו מַ ְל ֙כנּו֙ ְוי ָָצֶ֣א
ְ כ וְהָ יִ ֵׁ֥ינּו גַם־אֲ נַ ְֶׁ֖חנּו כְ כָל־הַ גֹויִ ָ֑ם
us, go forth before us, and wage our wars."
:ת־מ ְלחֲ מ ִּֽתנּו
ִ
ְֶנִל ַ ֶׁ֖חם א
ְ ְלפָ ָ֔נינּו ו
12:2 Now, behold, the king walks before you, and I
[Samuel] have become old and hoary, and my sons are
here with you, and I have walked before you from my
youth and until this day.

נְתי
ִ ב וְעַ ַָּ֞תה ִהנֵׁ֥ה הַ ֶ ֶ֣מלֶ ְך | ִמ ְתהַ לְֶ֣ך ִל ְפני ֶֹ֗כם וַאֲ נִ י֙ ז ַ ֶָ֣ק
ו ַָָ֔ש ְב ִתי ּובָ נַ ֶׁ֖י ִהנָ ֶ֣ם ִא ְתכֶ ָ֑ם וַאֲ נִ י֙ ִה ְתהַ לַ ֶ֣כְ ִתי ִל ְפני ֶָ֔כם
:ִמנְ ע ַ ֶֻּׁ֖רי עַ ד־הַ ֵׁ֥ יֹום הַ ֶ ִּֽזה

12:3 Here I am. Bear witness against me before YHVH and
יחֹו אֶ ת־שֹו ֹ֩ר | ִֵ֨מי
ֹ֗ ג ִה ִנְנֶ֣י ע ֲֶ֣נּו ִב ֹ֩י ֵֶ֨נגֶד יְה ָוה וְנֶ ֶַּ֣֣גֶד ְמ ִש
before His anointed. Whose ox or ass did I take? Whom did ת־מי
ֶ֣ ִ ֶש ְק ִתי֙ א
֙ ַ ָת־מי ע
ִ ַ֚ ֶלָ ַק ְח ִתי וַחֲ ַ֧מֹור ִ ֶ֣מי לָ ֹ֗ ַק ְח ִתי וְא
I rob? Whom did I oppress? From whose hand did I take a ַד־מי֙ לָ ַ ֶ֣ק ְח ִתי ָ֔כפֶ ר וְאַ עְ ִ ֵׁ֥לים עינַ ֶׁ֖י ָ֑בֹו וְאָ ִ ֶׁ֖שיב
ִ ּומי
ִ ֹותי
ִ ַר ָ֔צ
ransom with which I hide my eyes? I will return it to you."
:לָ ֶ ִּֽכם
12:17 Is it not the wheat harvest today? I shall call to YHVH,
and He will send thunder and rain; you will know and see
that your evil is great, which you have done in the eyes of
YHVH, to ask for a king."

ִתן
ֵׁ֥ יר־ח ִטים֙ הַ יָ֔ ֹום אֶ ְק ָרא֙ אֶ ל־יְה ָָ֔וה ְוי
ִ
ִיז הֲ לַ֚ ֹוא ְקצ
י־רעַ ְת ַ֚ ֶכם ַרבָ ה֙ אֲ ַ֚ ֶשר
ָ קלֶׁ֖ ֹות ּומָ ָ ָ֑טר ְּוד ֶ֣עּו ְּור ֹ֗אּו ִ ִּֽכ
:יתם֙ ְבעינֶ֣י יְה ָָ֔וה ִל ְש ֵׁ֥אֹול לָ כֶ ֶׁ֖ם ֶ ִּֽמלֶ ְך
ֶ ע ֲִש

12:19 And all the people said to Samuel, "Pray for your
servants to YHVH your God and let us not die, for we have
added to all our sins evil, to ask for a king."

מּואל ִה ְתפַ לַ֧ל ְבעַ ד־
ֹ֗ ל־ש
ְ ֶאמרֵ֨ ּו כָל־הָ עָ ם א
ְ יט וַי
ֹלהיך וְאַ ל־נ ָָ֑מּות ִ ִּֽכי־יָסַַ֚ ְפנּו עַ ל־
ֶׁ֖ ֶ ֱעֲבָ ֶ ֵ֛דיך אֶ ל־יְהוָ ֵׁ֥ה א
:אתינּו֙ ָרעָָ֔ ה ִל ְש ֵׁ֥אל לָ ֶׁ֖נּו ֶ ִּֽמלֶ ְך
֙ כָל־חַ ט

12:20 And Samuel said to the people, "Fear not. You have
done all this evil, but do not turn aside from following
YHVH, and you will serve YHVH with all your heart.

יתם
ֶָ֔ יראּו אַ ֶ ֶ֣תם ע ֲִש
ָ֔ ָ ל־ת
ִ ַמּואל אֶ ל־הָ עָ ם֙ א
ַ֚ כ ו ֵַ֨יאמֶ ר ְש
ל־תס֙ ּורּו֙ מאַ חֲ ֶ֣רי יְה ָָ֔וה
ָ ֵַׁ֥את כָל־הָ ָר ָ ֶׁ֖עה הַ ָ֑זאת אַֹ֗ ְך א
:ָל־לבַ ְב ֶ ִּֽכם
ְ ַועֲבַ ְד ֶ ֵׁ֥תם אֶ ת־יְהוָ ֶׁ֖ה ְבכ

12:25 But, if you will surely do evil, both you and your king
will be destroyed.

:כה ו ְִאם־הָ ֶׁ֖רעַ ָת ָ֑רעּו גַם־אַ ֶ ֵׁ֥תם ַ ִּֽגם־מַ ְלכְ כֶ ֶׁ֖ם ִתסָ פִּֽ ּו

1. Was this democracy in action? If so, does it get a ringing endorsement from the Tenach?
2. Who represented the people? What do you infer from that politically? Was there consensus?
3. What do you think of their behaviour towards Samuel? Respectful? Rude?
4. Did they ask Samuel for a king or tell him to appoint one? Why did they want change?
5. In Ch. 8, what was the king’s primary role? In Ch. 12, what change was made to his duties?
6. Why did Samuel object? Was he reasonable? If not, why not? Was he defending God?
7. Did he have a personal agenda? If you suspect this was the motive, what were his reasons?
8. Why did God object? Was His reaction reasonable? If not, why not?
9. Did Text iv) above – Deuteronomy 17 – not allow the people to have a king?
10. In Text iv) who would choose the king? So, did the people in this story follow halacha?
11. Why did Samuel and God object? Had they forgotten their Torah?! How do you explain this?
12. Why did God tell Samuel to listen to the people and appoint a human king?
13. Examine 8:5. Some take the representatives to task for four things. And they are?
14. What arguments would you muster if you had to defend them from such criticism?
15. In Chapter 12, Samuel twice described the people’s desire for a king as ….?
16. How did God demonstrate his support for Samuel’s judgment of the people’s decision?
17. Why would such an inauspicious event have been regarded by the people as an evil omen?
18. When did this Act of God take place? It is more commonly known as ….?
19. So, do you think the people’s cause was just and reasonable? If so, why? If not, why not?

Challenging Authority
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viii) Disobeying God – Genesis (Bereishit) 2 & 3
2:17 But of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil you will not
eat of it, for on the day that you eat from it, you will surely die."
3:6 And the woman saw that the tree was good for food and
that it was a delight to the eyes, and the tree was desirable to
make one wise; so she took of its fruit, and she ate, and she
gave also to her husband who was with her, and he ate.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

יז ּומ ֹ֗עץ הַ ֵַ֨דעַ ת֙ ֶ֣טֹוב ו ָ ָָ֔רע ֵׁ֥לא תאכַ ֶׁ֖ל ִמ ֶ ָ֑מנּו ֹ֗ ִכי
:ְ ֵ֛ביֹום אֲ כ ְָלךֵׁ֥ ִמ ֶ ֶׁ֖מנּו ֵׁ֥מֹות ָת ִּֽמּות
ו ו ֶַ֣ת ֶרא ָ ִּֽה ִא ָּׁ֡שה ִ ֶ֣כי טֹו ֹ֩ב הָ ֵ֨עץ ְל ַ ִּֽמאֲ ָכל ו ִ ְַ֧כי ַ ִּֽתאֲ וָה־
הֶ֣ ּוא ָ ִּֽלעי ַֹ֗ניִם ְונ ְֶח ָ ֤מד הָ עץ֙ ְלהַ ְש ָ֔ ִכיל ו ִַת ַ ֵׁ֥קח ִמ ִפ ְ ֶׁ֖ריֹו
:אכל
ִּֽ ַ ישּה עִ ָ ֶׁ֖מּה וַי
ֵ֛ ָ ַם־ל ִא
ְ וַתאכַ ָ֑ל ו ִַת ַ֧תן ג

In 2:17, God instructed Adam. Why didn’t Adam stop Eve taking the fruit?
Do you think that humanity really understood the warning in 2:17?
Adam and Eve survived this experience. They did not die. Was God’s threat hollow?
What did humanity gain and what did it lose?
As a morality tale, which of the 10 Commandments were broken?
So, do you think that Eve and Adam were right to ignore God? If so, why?
Given the outcome, what does this story tell you about obedience v. free will?
--------------------------------------------------ix) Deceiving and lying to a Parent - Genesis (Bereishit) 27

19 And Jacob said to his father, "I am Esau your firstborn. I have
יט ו ֵַ֨יאמֶ ר ַ ִּֽיעֲקב אֶ ל־אָ ִֹ֗ביו ָ ִּֽאנכִ י֙ ע ָ ֶ֣שו ְבכ ֶ ָ֔רך
done as you have spoken to me. Please get up, sit down and eat ֙ת אלָ ָ֑י ִּֽקּום־נָ ֶ֣א ְש ֹ֗ ָבה וְאָ כְ לָ ה
ָ יתי ַ ִּֽכאֲ ֶ ֵׁ֥שר ִד ַ ֶׁ֖ב ְר
ִ עָ ָּ֕ ִש
of my game, so that your soul will bless me."
:ידי ַ ִּֽבע ֲֶׁ֖בּור ְת ָ ִּֽברֲ כַ ֵׁ֥נִ י נ ְַפ ֶ ִּֽשך
ָ֔ ִ ִמצ
20 And Isaac said to his son, "How is it that you have found [it]
so quickly, my son?" And he said, "Because the Lord your God
prepared it before me."

ה־זֵ֛ה ִמ ַ ֵׁ֥ה ְר ָת ִל ְמ ֶׁ֖צא
ֶ ַל־בנָ֔ ֹו מ
ְ ֶכ ֤וַיאמֶ ר יִצְ חָ ק֙ א
ֹלהיך ְלפָ ָנִּֽי
ֶׁ֖ ֶ ְֱב ִנָ֑י ו ַָּ֕יאמֶ ר ִ ֵׁ֥כי ִה ְק ָ ֵ֛רה יְהוָ ֵׁ֥ה א

21 And Isaac said to Jacob, "Please come closer, so that I may
feel you, my son, whether you are really my son Esau or not."

ֶׁ֖ל־יע ֲָ֔קב גְ ָשה־נָ ֵׁ֥א ַוִּֽאֲ ֻּ ִּֽמ ְשך
ִּֽ ַ ֶכא ֤וַיאמֶ ר יִצְ חָ ק֙ א
:ם־לא
ִּֽ ְב ִנָ֑י ַ ִּֽהאַ ָ ֵׁ֥תה זֶ ֵ֛ה ְב ִנֵׁ֥י ע ָ ֶׁ֖שו ִא

22 So Jacob drew near to Isaac his father, and he felt him, and
he said, "The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the
hands of Esau."

כב וַיִ גַ ַ֧ש ַ ִּֽיע ֲֵ֛קב אֶ ל־יִצְ ָ ֵׁ֥חק אָ ִ ֶׁ֖ביו ַויְמֻּ ָּׁ֑שהּו ו ַֹ֗יאמֶ ר
:הַ ק ֙ל ֶ֣קֹול ַ ִּֽיע ֲָ֔קב וְהַ י ַ ֶָׁ֖דיִם י ְֵׁ֥די ע ָ ִּֽשו

23 And he [Isaac] did not recognize him because his hands were
hairy like the hands of his brother Esau, and he blessed him.

ידי ע ָ ֵׁ֥שו אָ ִ ֶׁ֖חיו
ֵ֛ ִכג ו ְֶ֣לא ִהכִ ירָ֔ ֹו ִ ִּֽכי־הֶָ֣ יּו י ָָֹ֗דיו כ
:ְשעִ ָ֑רת ַוי ָ ְִּֽברֲ ִּֽכהּו

24 And he [Isaac] said, "Are you really my son Esau?" And he
[Jacob] said, "I am."

:כד ו ַָּ֕יאמֶ ר אַ ָ ֵׁ֥תה זֶ ֶׁ֖ה ְב ִנֶ֣י ע ָ ָ֑שו ֶׁ֖וַיאמֶ ר ָ ִּֽאנִ י

1.
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Who told Jacob that this ruse was necessary? What was the prize?
Why was Jacob not keen? Why did he agree to do it?
Why does Isaac suspect? How does Jacob unwittingly reveal himself in v.20?
Do you think that Jacob should have duped his father?
Were Jacob and Esau ever reconciled? Look closely at Genesis 33:4. What do you think?
Who gained and who lost from this story?
As a morality tale, which of the 10 Commandments were broken?

x) Confronting a King with the truth - 2nd Book of Samuel, Chap.12
12:5 And David became very angry at the man; and he said to
Nathan: "As YHVH lives, the man who has done this is liable to
death.
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ר־אף ָדוִ ֵ֛ד בָ ִ ֶׁ֖איש ְמ ָ֑אד ו ַ֙יאמֶ ר֙ אֶ ל־נ ָָָ֔תן
ֵׁ֥ ַ ַה ו ִ ִַּֽיח
:ן־מוֶת הָ ִ ֶׁ֖איש הָ ע ֶ ֵׁ֥שה ִּֽזאת
ָ ָ֔ ֶחַ י־יְה ָָּ֕וה ִכֶ֣י ב

12:7 And Nathan said to David, "You are the man. Thus, says
YHVH the God of Israel: 'I anointed you as king over Israel, and I
delivered you from the hand of Saul.

ל־דוִ ֶׁ֖ד אַ ָ ֶ֣תה הָ ִ ָ֑איש כה־אָ ֵ֨ ַמר
ָ ֶז ַ֧וַיאמֶ ר נ ָ ֵָ֛תן א
ֹלהי י ְִש ָר ֹ֗אל אָ נ ַּ֞ ִכי ְמ ַש ְח ַ֚ ִתיךִּֽ ְל ֶ ֙מלֶ ְך֙ עַ ל־
ֶ֣ ֱיְה ָוה א
:י ְִש ָר ָ֔אל וְאָ נ ִכֵׁ֥י ִהצַ ְל ִ ֶׁ֖תיך ִמיַ ֵׁ֥ד ָש ִּֽאּול

12:9 Why have you despised YHVH’s word, to do what is evil in
My eyes? You have smitten Uriah the Hittite with the sword,
you have taken his wife for your wife, and you have slain him
with the sword of the children of Ammon.

ת־ד ַ ֶ֣בר יְה ָֹ֗וה לַ ע ֲֶ֣שֹות הָ ַרע
ְ ֶֶ֣ית | א
ָ ט מַ דּועַ בָ ִז
ֶ֣ית
ָ אּור ַָ֚יה ַ ִּֽה ִח ִתי֙ ִה ִכ
ִ ְבעי ַנ ֒י (כתיב ְבעי ַנו֒) ֶ֣את
ת־א ְש ָ֔תֹו לָ ַ ֵׁ֥ק ְח ָת ְלךֶׁ֖ ְל ִא ָ ָּׁ֑שה וְא ֶ֣תֹו
ִ
ֵֶ֨בַ חֶָ֔ ֶרב וְא
:הָ ַ ָ֔רגְ ָת ְב ֶ ֶׁ֖ח ֶרב ְבנֵׁ֥י עַ ִּֽמֹון

12:11 So says YHVH: "Behold I shall raise up against you evil out
of your own house, and I shall take your wives before your eyes
and I shall give them to your neighbour, and he will lie with your
wives in the sight of this sun.

֙יא ֶ֣כה | אָ ַ ֶ֣מר יְה ָֹ֗וה ִהנְנִ ֹ֩י מ ִֵ֨קים עָ לֶַ֚ יך ָרעָ ה
ָשיך֙ ְלעי ֶָ֔ניך ְונ ַָת ִ ֶׁ֖תי
֙ ֶ יתך וְלָ ַק ְח ַ֚ ִתי אֶ ת־נ
ֶָ֔ ִמב
:ְשכַב֙ עִ ם־נ ֶָָ֔שיך ְלעינֶׁ֖י הַ ֶ ֵּׁׁ֥שמֶ ש הַ ִּֽזאת
ָ ְלר ֶ ָ֑עיך ו

12:12 For you have acted in secrecy, but I shall do this thing
before all Israel and before the sun."

1.
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ֱשה֙ אֶ ת־
ֶ ית בַ ָ ָ֑ס ֶתר וַאֲ ֹ֗ ִני אֶ ע
ָ יב ִ ֵׁ֥כי אַ ָ ֶׁ֖תה עָ ִ ֶ֣ש
:הַ ָד ָ ֶ֣בר הַ זֶָ֔ ה נֶ ֵַּׁ֥֣גֶד כָל־י ְִש ָר ֶׁ֖אל וְנֶ ֵַּׁ֥֣גֶד הַ ָ ִּּֽׁשמֶ ש

Why did David behave in this way?
Was Uriah’s wife Batsheva complicit? Have a look at 2 Samuel 11:2. Totally innocent or …?
Uriah had fine qualities (2 Samuel 11:11-13). What does that tell us about David?
Did David have Nathan executed for insolence? If not, why not?
How did David react to this rebuke? Have a look at 2 Samuel 12: 13-23.
As a morality tale, which of the 10 Commandments were broken?
Can you think of other classic cases where Jewish prophets challenged their kings?
Check out 1 Samuel 15, 1 Kings 21 and Jeremiah 38.
8. Can you think of other classics where political authority was challenged?
What about: Numbers 12 (Moses’s siblings)? And Numbers 16 (Korach)?
But in both those cases, who was really being challenged?
-----------------------------------------

Political Freedom
xi)
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Escape from Egypt - Book of Exodus (Shemot)

1:13 The Egyptians enslaved the children of Israel with backbreaking labour.

:ת־בנֵׁ֥י י ְִש ָר ֶׁ֖אל ְב ָ ִּֽפ ֶרְך
ְ
ֶיג ו ַ ֶַֽיעֲ ִ ִ֧בדּו ִמצְ ַ ֵ֛ריִם א

9:1 And YHVH said to Moses, "Come to Pharaoh and speak to
him, 'So said YHVH, God of the Hebrews, "Send My people out
so that they may serve Me.

ל־משה ֶׁ֖בא אֶ ל־פַ ְר ָ֑עה
ֶָ֔
ֶא ֤וַיאמֶ ר יְהוָה֙ א
ֹלהי ָ ִּֽהעִ ְב ִ ָ֔רים
ֶ֣ ֱו ְִדבַ ְר ָ ֶ֣ת אלָֹ֗ יו ִּֽכה־אָ ַ ֤מר יְהוָה֙ א
:ַשלַ ֵׁ֥ח אֶ ת־עַ ִ ֶׁ֖מי ו ְַׂיֶֽעַ ְׂב ֶֽדנִ י

1. The first 14 chapters of Exodus were a power struggle between whom? Over what?
2. Why did God want to free the Israelites? Can you provide at least four different reasons?
-------------------------------------------------

xii)

Rare Unity - 1st Book of Samuel, Chapter 11

7. And he (Saul) took a yoke of oxen and cut them in pieces, and
sent them throughout the entire border of Israel in the hand of
the messengers, saying, "Whomsoever does not go forth after
Saul and after Samuel, so shall be done to his oxen," and a fear
of YHVH fell upon the people, and they went forth as one man.

ְשלַַּ֞ ח ְבכָל־גְ ֶ֣בּול
ַ ח צֵֶ֨ מֶ ד בָ ָקר ַ ִּֽוַּ֣ ְינ ְַת ֹ֗חהּו ַוי
ֹ֩ ז וַיִ ַק
י ְִש ָראל ְביַ ֶ֣ד הַ מַ ְלאָ ִכֶ֣ים | לאמ ֒ר אֲ ֶש ֹ֩ר אי ֵֶ֨ננּו
מּואל ֵׁ֥כה יעָ ֶ ֶׁ֖שה
ָ֔ יצא אַ חֲ ַ֚רי ָשאּו ֙ל וְאַ ַ ֶ֣חר ְש
ִל ְב ָק ָ֑רֹו וַיִ ַ֚פל ַ ִּֽפחַ ד־יְהוָה֙ עַ ל־הָ עָָ֔ ם וַיצְ ֶׁ֖אּו כְ ִ ֵׁ֥איש
:אֶ ָ ִּֽחד

1. Did the people ever rebel against King Saul? But look at 1 Samuel Chapter 10:27.
2. Did they ever rebel against King David? Check out 2 Samuel, Chapter 15.
3. No one rebelled or complained against one leader of all the people. Who was that?
----------------------------------------------

xiii)

Peace in their Time, but……

5:1 And Solomon reigned over all the kingdoms from the River
to the land of the Philistines, and to the border of Egypt, they
brought presents, and served Solomon all the days of his life.

- 1st Book of Kings, Chapter 5

ֹלמה הָ ַָ֚יה מֹוש ֙ל ְבכָל־הַ מַ ְמלָ כָ֔ ֹות ִמן־
ֹ֗ ּוש
ְ א
הַ נָהָ ר֙ ֶ ֶ֣א ֶרץ ְפ ִל ְש ָ֔ ִתים ו ַ ְֶׁ֖עד גְ ֶ֣בּול ִמצְ ָ ָ֑ריִם מַ גִ ִ ֵׁ֥שים
:ֹלמה כָל־י ְֵׁ֥מי חַ ָיִּֽיו
ֶׁ֖ ת־ש
ְ
ְֶחה וְע ְב ִ ֵׁ֥דים א
ֵ֛ ָ ִמנ

1. How did Solomon achieve this? Check out 1 Kings 3:1.
2. What was the price he paid for this stratagem? Have a look at 1 Kings 11: 1-8.
3. How did it affect the future of his realm? Back to 1 Kings 11: 9-14 and 23-39.
----------------------------------------------

xiv) False

Dawn?

- 1st Book of Maccabees, Chapter 14
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25 When the people heard of these things, they said, “How shall we thank Simon and his sons?
26 He, his brothers, his father’s house have stood firm, repulsed Israel’s enemies, and have established its
freedom.” So, they made an inscription on bronze tablets, which they affixed to pillars on Mt. Zion.
28 “… in a great assembly of priests, people, rulers of the nation, and elders of the region, the following
proclamation was made to us:
29 “‘Since there have often been wars in our country, Simon, son of the priest Mattathias, descendant of
Yoarib, and his brothers have put themselves in danger and resisted the enemies of their nation, that
their sanctuary and law might be maintained, and they have thus brought great glory to their nation.
30 Jonathan rallied the nation, became their high priest, and was gathered to his people.
31 When their enemies sought to invade and ravage their country and to violate their sanctuary,
32 Simon rose up and fought for his nation, spending large sums of his own money to equip his nation’s
forces and give them their pay.
35 When the people saw Simon’s fidelity and glory he planned to bring to his nation, they made him their
leader and high priest because of all he had accomplished and the justice and fidelity he had shown
his nation. In every way he sought to exalt his people.
36 “‘In his time and under his guidance they succeeded in driving the Gentiles out of their country and
those in the City of David in Jerusalem…
41 …. the Jewish people and their priests had decided the following: Simon will be their leader and high
priest forever until a trustworthy prophet arises.
42 He will act as governor over them, and have charge of the sanctuary, to make regulations concerning
its functions and concerning the country, its weapons and strongholds.
43 He will be obeyed by all. All contracts in the country will be written in his name, and he will be clothed
in purple and gold.
44 It will not be lawful for any of the people or priests to nullify any of these decisions, to contradict the
orders given by him, to convene an assembly in the country without his consent, to be clothed in
purple or wear a gold buckle.
45 Whoever acts otherwise or violates any of these prescriptions will be liable to punishment.”
46 Thus all the people approved of granting Simon the right to act in accord with these decisions,
47 and Simon accepted and agreed to be high priest, governor and ethnarch of the Jewish people and
priests, and to have authority over all.
48 It was decreed that this inscription would be engraved on bronze tablets, to be set up in a conspicuous
place in the precincts of the sanctuary,
49 and copies would be deposited in the treasury, where they would be available to Simon and his sons.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Was this democracy in action?
How would you describe the people’s behaviour? Was there consensus?
Who invested authority in Simon Maccabeus? Where was God?
What does the end of V.41 mean? Is this messianic? Was Simon’s investiture possibly suspect?
Simon becoming “High Priest, Governor and Ethnarch” was theologically heretical. Why?
Simon paved the way for the Hasmonean dynasty. How long did it last?
Two groups fought for religious control. Who were they and why were they at loggerheads?
When was the split between these factions finally resolved? Which group won?
The Maccabees prevailed against assimilation. Why was their story excluded from our Bible?

Extracts from a Symposium on Democracy and Judaism in 2012
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Shlomo Avineri – Professor of Political Science, Hebrew U. Former director-general of Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Democracy is a distinctly modern phenomenon, emerging in the 19th century. With some pilpul one can find a sentence
here and there in the great sea of the Talmud, which can be interpreted as supporting democratic ideas (e.g.,“one should
follow the many”). But if one takes seriously the basic norms of Judaism as originating in divine revelation, obviously such
eternal verities cannot be open to the vagaries of human opinion. For centuries, Jews did possess institutional structures
that were based on representation and some sort of electoral process—the kehilla. Ordinary Jews congregated together,
elected their own leadership, secular and religious, taxed themselves and established the institutions needed for the
preservation of their culture—synagogues, schools, welfare support groups and burial societies. Democracy has a Jewish
ancestry, but this political tradition grew out of the real needs of actual Jews, not from religious texts or commandments.

Noah Feldman - Professor of Law, Harvard Law School; author of Divided by God: America’s Church-State Problem.
Democracy has two essential parts: majority rule and the equal treatment of free citizens. Judaism never historically had
much to say on the former, but it has a lot to say about the latter. Although the origins of democracy as a political practice
are Greek, democracy is a very flexible idea, and it’s compatible with Jewish values and ideals when those are themselves
interpreted so that they are both egalitarian and majoritarian. The Bible certainly doesn’t imagine democracy, nor does the
Talmud. Yet some modern ideals of equal treatment for all and the equal dignity of human beings can be said to have
important biblical and rabbinic roots.

David Novak – Professor of Jewish Studies, U. of Toronto; author of Covenantal Rights: Study in Jewish Political Theory.
If you mean democracy as a political order created by human beings who claim ultimate authority is theirs, then no. The
Jewish idea is that the ultimate authority in the world and every part of it is God. However, if democracy is a certain type of
procedure that ensures such things as majority rule and individual rights—the benefits of democracy—then yes, these
things can be found in the Jewish tradition and developed by constructive Jewish thought. The right to life and the right not
to be harmed are codified in Jewish law.

Norman Ornstein - resident scholar at the American Enterprise Institute and co-author of It’s Even Worse Than It Looks.
Does democracy stem from Judaism? No. You can go back to the Greeks and even before. Is it consistent with Judaism?
There, I would say largely yes, but with a caveat: What is Judaism? There are many strains. Fundamentalist Judaism would
not view democracy as an ideal or consistent with what it believes. In Judaism, where you have an enormous tolerance for
different viewpoints, a culture built around argument, a willingness to tolerate dissent, a focus on the larger society and
helping others in need, the whole concept of tzedakah, it seems to bolster many of the ideas of democracy and freedom.

Beth Wenger – Director, Jewish Studies Program, University of Pennsylvania.
The Bible, of course, represents a theocracy, not a democracy, which is not to say there are not some ideas about social
justice and democratic values that have biblical origins.
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Fania Oz-Salzberger – Director, Posen Forum for Political Thought, Haifa University; co-author of Jews and Words.
The Jewish tradition carries very powerful democratic genes. There is a long-standing Jewish notion of popular civil
participation, with numerous voices taking part in political decision-making. The ancient Israelites are on biblical record as a
dazzling multiplicity of voices—both men and women—debating and deciding issues such as what is the best form of
government, who is the true sovereign, how should human beings be governed, what are the entitlements of the ruler and
the ruled, how to achieve social and economic justice, and what community is all about? The fierce multivocality and the
ever-present quest for human equality and social justice were often uniquely Israelite, and later uniquely Jewish.

Eilon Schwartz - director of the Shaharit think tank in Israel.
Judaism can suggest democracy and democratic ideals. The foundational notion of the Tenach, that all human beings are
created in God’s image, presents the theological basis on which the democratic idea of citizenship and equal rights is
based. But Judaism can suggest the very opposite, that there is one ultimate authority, and it is not the people. The
question here in Israel is what understanding of Judaism and democracy will we choose to shape Israel’s future? And that is
a political choice. The more that they are considered compatible, the less tension there will be between the Jewish and
democratic identities of this country. The more that they are considered in tension, the more Jews will be forced to choose
between the Jewish and democratic identities of this country, a dangerous gambit where all sides will inevitably lose.

Adam Sutcliffe - Senior Lecturer, Early Modern History, Kings College London; author of Judaism and Enlightenment.
The inescapability of divine authority and of the divine covenant is central to Judaism, and in the European Enlightenment
many thinkers regarded Judaism as a religion of unquestioning obedience to divine law. For Kant and others this aspect of
Judaism was deeply inimical to individually autonomous thought and judgment, which was and still is widely regarded as
essential to the successful functioning of a democracy. The claim that the key ideas of Western political discourse are
somehow proprietorially Jewish seems often to derive from a desire to associate Jews and Judaism with Euro-American
values, in contrast to those imputed to the Islamic world.

Michael Walzer - Professor Emeritus, Princeton University; author of In God’s Shadow: Politics in the Hebrew Bible.
Did we invent democracy? No. The Greeks did. I don’t think there’s anything in the Tenach from which you could derive an
argument about democratic politics. Political democracy, the rule of people, the notion that the word of the people is the
word of God, there’s nothing like that in ancient Jewish thought, and I doubt that it can be found in the Talmud either. We
came to democracy slowly.

Ruth Wisse - Professor at Harvard University; author of Jews and Power.
Ben Gurion once said he was prime minister of a country of prime ministers, implying that Jews are hyper-democratic. If
democracy encourages governance from below—by the people, of the people and for the people—then the memory
of all the Jews standing at Sinai, and later, the practice of all the Jews reading from the Torah would certainly have
encouraged a democratic culture. Democracy is less a Jewish idea than a by-product of the Jewish way of life.

